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Lord Annex, to the Ke. | 


Mr Loekp, 


Hz Penig n "of Dedica. 
tions. as a * learned 
Man) as well of Tem- 


ples, as of Books, was to de- 


rive Credit and Eſteem from 
the Influence of ſuch great 
Ws venerable Names as (ha- 

ing oblig d the World by 
their good. Works) were pre: 9 
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1 Ep. Ded. ad Opera D. rags 6 
th | 


* * — — — — 
LY = = — 


CT "WP 2 
— * * = a * 
o << - * 


Epil, yg 


* pitious to invite Votaries to 
the One, and Readers to the 
Other; and to render both 
better approv'd, and better 
authorized to ſucceeding A 
es.” - | 
Hence Invivaſt; as well as 

Duty, or my unteign'd Wiſhes, 
that my weak Endeavours 
may have ſome good Effects, 
as well as my- Obligations of 
rendring Your Lora/bip an 
Account of them, doth en- 
courage me to craye Your 
Lord/bips Patronage to the 
following Diſcourſe ; that the 
Imperfections of it may be 
Ffonably reliev d, by the Ad- 
vantage of pointing at an II- 


luſtration of good Government | 
in Your Lora/bips * 
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Elle — 
And that with Your candid 
Approbation it may become 
the more acceptable, particu- 
larly, to choſe that are entruſt- 


ed by Your Loraſbip, and, more 


immediately, by my very wor- 
thy and learned Friend and Pa- 


tron, Your Son, to my Care. 


It is, I think, one of the 


firſt things a Paſtor ought to 
do, in his Pariſh, to convince 
his People, that he is come a- 
mong them to do their Souls 
Good. And, certainly, the 


next point is to perſwade the 


leading part of them to come 
in to his Aſſiſtance, by ſhewing 
them their Obligations, as well 
as hzs, to behave themſelves 
Chriſtianly, and to uſe their 

_ Diligence and Authority 
to 


N ö 
i 


Eile — 


to Ediſy thoſe that belong to 
their Cyeral Families. For; 
as a learned Friend to the mi- 
niſterial Office has obſerv d, 
' <* Since particular Perſons are 
more than we are able to 
| * deal with in an ordinary {| 
way: For their ordinary | 
© Cure we are, firſt, to win |, 
* Parents and Maſters of Fa- 
* milies to a ſenſe of Piety;- 
© which being once perform d, F}( 
* they are eaſily induc d to 
take care of the Souls of F 
0 
U 


| © their Children and Servants: 
| Therefore 1t 15, My Lorp, 
that I have infiſted upon this 0 
Charge; and endeayoured to I 
lay before them the deſolate 
State, and Decays of OE « N 


Mr. Dod 1 Let of Ady. Pag. 97. Ir 
on, 


/ 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
on, which had never been re- 
duc'd to this general Con- 
tempt, had they not rejected, 
and in a manner Divorce d her 
from their Families; and is 
never again to be retriey'd, 
but with their Aſſiſtance, in 
whoſe Power it 1s to fee Piety 
ſreltor d, and practis d within 
Doors. And, 
Oh! That it would pleaſe 
God to put it in their Hearts, 
to reſolve upon this glorious 
Undertaking, to take care to 
prevent the Growth of theſe 
unhappy Practices in the aer 
Generation, which are ſo very 
difficult to be remedy d in 
this; that if poſſible we may 
put a Stop to theſe inſolent 
[mpieties, that baffle as much 
(b) the 


Epi/tle Dedicatory. 
the Authority of our Rulers, 
as the Preaching of our Mi- 
niſtry, and bid defiance to 
the Laws of the Hate, much 
more the neglected Diſcipline 
of the Church. 

The Imperfections of my 
Pen will, I hope, tempt One 

that is abler to do this uſeful 
Subject Juſtice: In the mean 
time, how inſignificant ſoever 
this Performance may appear, 
yet if it profits but One of 
thoſe, for whom our bleſſed 
Saviour ſhed his Blood, I am 
latisfy d, and perſwade my 
ſelf, 1 zs infinitely better 10 
do good to one Soul, than vain. 
ly to pleaſe ten Thouſand. 

May the Lord ſupport You 


under the Weakneſs and De- 
. cays 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


8, | cays of Your Age, and add to 
i- | Your Days for the Good of 
to || his Church; and, finally, that 
ch | He whoſe Work You ſo faith- 
ne || fully perform here, may 
Crown You with an eternal 
Weight of Glory hereafter, 

is the Prayer of, my LoRD, - 


Dun LORDSHIPS, 


Obliged and moſt Obedient 


Humble Servant, 


E. SAUNDERS. 
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The PREFACE. 
To Parents and Maſters of Fa- 
milies, particularly to thoſe 
of the Pariſh of Blockley 
in Worceſter- hire. 


SIRS, 3, 
1. is a Matter of the tendereſt 


Concernment and Pity to ſerious 
Chriſtians, to ſee the Endeavours- 

of a Church ſo remarkably Evangelical 
in her Doctrines, ſo fruitleſs and in- 
effectual to reform her Morals. To 
abound in Knowledge, and exceed in Vices, 
are lamentable Characters of Refor- 
mation, and ſuch as will diſtinguiſh us 
with little comfort or advantage from 
groſs Idolaters and Pagans, if we con- 
ſider that our Knowledge will but en- 
hance ſuch Guilts, as their Ignorance 
may extenuate. Tis true, it may be 
there are not many that reflect how 
liable they are to this ſore Conviction, 
but this is no Argument of Innocence, 
for the more ſenſeſs, the more dange- 
rous our Condition, it being the dead 
ſymptom of reprobate Impiety, while 
| b 3 fluſht 


E 
— — —— 


Ae Preface." 
fluſht with ſucceſs never to reflect upon 
its fatal Conſequence. 

The Cauſes of this ſinful Inundation 
are (L know) ordinarily imputed to 
0 ſome particular Orders, and in a great 
gmaeeaſure (I fear) very juſtly; therefore, 

to remove theſe moful Offences, it were 

well if our zealous Admirers of Novel- 
ties might be convinc'd how acceſſary 
|| they are (by violating the Rules of 
Conformity, and Church Diſcipline, and 
by the Diverſity of their Opinions) to 
4 introduce Scepticiſm andProphaneneſs; 
. or, that others no leſs criminal might 
i be perſwaded that the Remiſaueſs and 
* Negtetts of Authority and Functions 
| do #ndermine the Intentions, and dif- 
iz eredit the Efficacy of Law and Goſpel; 
| and yet it is probable there are ſome 
[: of thoſe, who make the loudeſt In- 
1 vectives againſt theſe Things, could 
| they look beſides the Perſpectives of 
'F Self-tove,. and the Infatuations of Sin, 
1 that might perceive themſelves as 
1 deeply concern'd as any of the former 
| in defeating the bleſſed Ends of our 


Religion: For the Poyſon of ſome 
Mens 


- * 
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The Preface. 

Mens Diſſoluteneſs (altho' they are in 
no publick Authority to exaggerate it) 
ſpreads faſter, and infects a whole Pa- 
riſh abundantly ſooner than the Skill 
of the ableſt Divincs can reclaim them. 

By this Means as our Diviſions are 
fomented and widen'd by an invere- 
rate Party, that will never have done 
revenging the Pains we have been at 
to unveil their Superſtitions : ſo the 
Irreſolution and Lethargy of many 
that watch over us, is deriv'd too often 
from the ill Succeſs of their La- 
bours; they are thwarted by thoſe 
that are incorrigible, and above Rea- 
ſon and Law, (unleſs they'll be their 
own Judges) and when Vice can ap- 
pear with Prerogative or Privileage, tis 
eaſy to account how it ſhould bear 
dow all before it, how the Multitude 
come to ſtrike in with them, and to 
think Prophaneneſs a kind of Duty, 
and how the Watchmen become againſt 
their Duty deſpondent, and too com- 
pliant to the violence of the ſtream. 

In the wiſeſt Polities (we are told) 


that Vertue was the chief Delight and 


b 4 En- 


* 


with Men of Senſe and Wiſdom, 


The Preface. 
Entertainment of their leading Per- 
ſons, and to this they ow'd their Emi- 
nency. The Jewiſh Sanhedrim, the A- 
thenian Areopagites, the Spartan Elder- 
ſhip, and the Roman Senate, were the 
noted Perſons of Wealth and Honour 
in their reſpeQive Countries, who were 
without controverſy the moſt illuſtri- 


ous amongſt them for Morality and 


Goodneſs ; neither could they truly 
avoid it, without incurring the baſe 
Imputations of tranſgreſſing their own 
moſt ſolemn Sanctions. Therefore we 
ſeldom read that Riches made them 
iawlets, or that their Might and Great- 
neſs tempted them to deſpiſe the Or- 
dinances they liv'd under, whether ſa- 
cred or human, except it was upon their 
approaching Ruin, for then indeed we 


hear of their being Sadducees and Epi- 


cures, Atheiſts and Libertines every 
where: So that they no ſooner had a- 
bandon'd Vertue, but they forfeited 
their Religion, their Laws, and the 
Liberty of their Country. Hence Mo- 
rality was always in the higheſt repute 


and 


aq > a RY 2 ©, / © @G« te = FR 4<=xz 


5 ww fo 18 A 2» re Þ X — gw_ wm 4, coy ] 


„ „ r SY. - 4 


The Preface. 


and Vice was no leſs ſcorn'd, as the 
baſe Companion of the {laviſh and ig- 


norant ; for thus the Peneſtæ of Theſſa- 
ly, Pericei of Creet, Ideots of Athens, 
Heilots of Lacedemon, and our Saxon 


Villains, were proper Denominations 
as for vulgar, lo for vicious People. 
Now while Debauchery was thus con- 
demn'd to the Abject and Ignoble, it 
was a Matter not of Imitation, but 
Abhorrence, whereas if it comes in 


credit with the Great, we may be ſure 


that Sinners of Quality will never 
want Proſelytes. | 

*Tis too grating to proceed, I am 
lorry there is occaſion of ſaying fo 
much upon this Topick; but Chara- 
ters of this nature are ſo very ſway- 
ing, even amongſt our ſmaller Aﬀem- 
blies, that they can't be over-look'd 
without juſt Imputations of Stupidity. 
Our Miniſterial Labours would hardly 
ve thus void of Impreſſions, were they 
not ſo frequently countermin'd by Pa- 
rochial Superiors or Houle-keepers ; 
for what good can a Sunday's Lecture 
do to thoſe, who are govern'd by — 

| | Other 
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other ſort of Wiſdom throughout the 
Week? Is it likely a People ſhould 


take up with their deſpis'd Paſtor's 
difficulties of Self-denials, and ſtriving 
for the ſtrait-gate, while their Parents 
and Maſters are leading another way 


that is wide and eaſy, and far more a- 


greeable to Fleſh and Blood? Or can 
their liſtleſs and ſhort Artendance to 
the ſervice of the Temple, bear up a- 
gainſt the Infection of the daily Pro- 
phaneneſs and ill Examples at home? 
Or (which will be objected) is it in the 
power of the Clergy's private Confe- 
rence or Reproof to remedy this De- 
tection ? For tho' the Apoſtles taught 
their flocks publickly, and from houſe to 
houſe, Act. 20. 20, whence our Refor- 
mers did wiſely provide in the Spon- 
ſions at Ordination, © That Prieſts be 

Bib. Burners Hig, © ENgAg'd to uſe publick 
7 #4-3-1-7-145 c and private Monitions, 
*as well to the Sick as the Whole with- 
*1n their Cures, as need ſhall require, 


and Occaſion ſhall be given: Yet alas, 


to that Paſsis Chriſtianity now arriv'd, 
that kind and religious ACNE 
. | 0 
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of this Nature, are interpreted unpar- 


donable and ſtigmatizing Affronts, 
they are found, not to ſoften but exaſ- 
perate Delinquents, and are thought 


proper Remedies for none but thoſe 


that want them leaſt, dying Perſons that 


quit the Stage and are parting to ano- 


ther World. And the reafon is plain, ic 
is becauſe they have notDiſcipline to ſe- 
cond their Reproof. By this means Dit- 
ſuetude and Diſcouragement, a ſinful 
neglect or fear of diſobliging Criminals 
of the one ſide, with Impatience, Pride, 
ſtubborn Reſentments of the other, 
have concurr'd to cancel and make 
void a moſt excellent Ordinance. Let 
ſo cloſe is the ill Conſequence of fore- 
going ſo neceſſary a Charge, that 
Sinners themſelves will upbraid the 
Neglect at the ſame time they perſe- 
cute the Fidelity of their Paſtors. It 
is this that hath enliven'd my preſent 


Enterprize; when the froward and 


ſecure can't away with the Ceremo- 


nies of Audience and Admiſſion, they 


may yet vouchſafe to read a Chriſtian 
Monitor, and if by any way, a mute or 


The Preface. 
a living Language, I may edify their 
Knowledge, then Whither they will hear 
or will forbear, I diſcharge a point of 
Conſcience, and their blood be upon their 
OW heads. 70 hos 

I hop'd to find a Manual upon this 
Occaſion from a better Hand, many 
reformed Divines having already par- 

_ ticularly writ upon it. zz, Mr. Perkins, 
Bp. Hall, Dod, Gouge, Baxter, &c. And it 
is accidentally treated of in general 
Diſcourſes, as in Bp. Andrew's Catecheti- 
cal Lectures, Downham's Guide to Godli- 
zeſs, The excellent Whole Duty of Man, 
Crellias's Ethicks, Dr. Scot's Chriſtian 
Life, Dr. Goodman's Old Religion, and 
laſtly, in the late Arch-Bp.  Tillotſon's 
Sermons. Some of theſe have atteſted 
their Excellence, beyond the Reach of 
Envy, and far be it from me that 1 
ſhould vainly diſparage any of the Reſt, 
for tho' in ſome the Office is but tranſi- 
ently touch'd upon, in others conſiſt- 
ing barely of Textual Applications, in 
others of Caſuiſtical Diſcourſes : yetwe 
muſt hope that the very meaneſt hath 
been ſerviceable in ſome Meaſure = 
| the 
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the Good of Souls: But what is moſt 
deſir'd, few have condeſcended to be 
bound up for popular Uſe, and fewer 
of being particular upon the Office of a 
Family Governour : For certainly the 
ready and compendious Way to make 


2 Houſe religious is to make che Head 
of it fo. When his Motions are regular 


the reſt like Machines will conform of 
Courſe. So that to inſtruct him (if he 
is prevail 'd upon to do his Duty) is to 
inſtruct all that are under him, but to 
attempt the Recovery of the Members 
without the governing Part, is moſtly 
to as little purpoſe as ſome Peoples 
Education, who are at much greater 
Expence and Trouble to bring the Feet 
and the Geſtures within Rules, than to 
improve the Defects of the Brain. Since 
then it muſt be allow'd, that it is not 
Reaſon or Exhortation alone that can 
work upon the Unthinking, but that 
Authority and the concurrent Ule of 
other Means muſt go along, ttis for- 
lorn Hopes to expect that any Oecono- 
mical Directions ſhould prove effica- 


cious or perſwaſive (however digeſted) 
| ti 
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The Preface. © 
till our Leaders ſet the Example and 


give them Countenance. And ſeeing 


their Regard hereunto is ſo manifeſtly 
attended with Intereſt and Satisfaction, 


that a dutiful Submiſſion, Induſtry and 
Fidelity are the Effects of good Diſci- 


pline; it is truly marvelous to conceive 


how any Governour ſhould be ſo much 


an Enemy to his own Intereſt, or fo 
fond of Ruin, as to ſuffer the Growth of 
Impiety among his People, any more 
than the kindling of a Fire in his Roof. 
For how repugnant ſoever it appears to 
modern Tenents, Religion (as Oroſius 
has anciently prov'd) is the beſt Secu- 
rity of Government. Nay, it is no 
leſs impoſſible (as Plutarch averrs) to 
build a City without Foundations, 
than govern it without Religion. And 
maugre all the envious Imputations of 
popular Harangues againſt it, it has 
been rationally evinc'd to ſtrengthen 


and not emaſculate the Vigour of a 


People, and beyond Diſpute, to inſure 
the firmeſt Tyes of Allegiance, there 
being no Stratagems of Policy to bind 


the Conſcience like the Authority * 
the 
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the Divine Power, which aſſerts Ma- 
giſtrates as God's Miniſters. Hence 
the King of Phrygia's Experience ſel- 
dom fails, That Religion is a better 
Guard than the capricious v. Hip. ub. 2, 
Force of Troops and Arms. In a word, 
to uſe Caſus's Expreſſion, it is the ſame 
to regulate a Society, that a Soul is to 
actuate a Body: All which is very evi- 
dent from that good and ſincere Con- 
verſation it propoſes to our obſervance: 
And upon this Score, methinks, Re- 
ligion deſerves a more venerable De- 
ference than is acknowleged in the 
current Maxims of late Apes. 5 
What Pity is it to find ſo wide and 


incongruous a Difference between Hea- 


thens and Chriſtians in Conſiderations 
of this Nature: For, the learned P. 
Ramus obſerves, that Minos, Lycurgus, 
Phaleas, Plato, with others, the moſt 
eminent Heathen Politicians and Le- 
giſlators aim'd at nothing more than 
the Regulation of Manners and the En- 
couragement of Piety, as the great 
Foundation of Social Vertues. But how 
far from this are the governing nee 

0 
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of Machiavel, Hobbs and of that wretch- 
ed Strain of their Diſciples, who, to 
the Scandal of Honeſty and Religion 
are ſo fondly cheriſh'd among us. The 
downright Policy of the Gentiles was 
wholely engag'd in the Extirpation of 
Vice, and never aſham'd nor afraid to 
appear in the Defenſe of Divine Wor- 
ſhip and Morality : Whereas, the re- 
finꝰd Doctrine of our Machiavelian Re- 
formers 1s to ſuggeſt Incroachment, 
Tyranny, Diſſimulation, and the ſeting 
up of Factions. Again, among the 
Former, it was expected that Gover- 
nours ſhould themſelves live by the 
lame Laws by which they rul'd their 


Inferiors. The Magiſtrate is the Re- 


 cic. Of. ib. 2. pre ſentative of the City (ſays 
Tully) and he muſt be ſuch that his 
Subjects ſhould be acted by his Con- 
verſation. And, that Republick is on- 
ly happy Clays the Oracle of the Philo- 
Ari. Fot. lb. 1. e. g. ſophers) where Autho- 
rity is under the Managery of Ver- 
tue. Hence the Athenians admitted 
Petit. de leg. Att. none to be Magiſtrates , 
without Teſtimonials of their good Be- 

F haviour 
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ha viour for ſome Years before. And 
hence ſome Eaſtern Nations Burn.drcheet. 
elected their Judges and Rulers from 
the Colleges of their Philoſophers ; 
diſtinguiſhing, not the Great, nor the 
Wealthy, but the Juſt to bear Rule, 


that liv'd according to the Laws them- 


ſelves, and were likely to act above 
Fear or Favour, in obliging others to 
do ſo to. So far they were (tho? Infi- 
dels) from aſſerting Hypocriſy (as ſome 
have done) and falſe Appearances as 
commendable governing Faculties. 
And further, The Reality of their 
Principles is legible in their diligent 
Application for ſuppreſſing Immorali- 
ties, in which they were not content 
to act ſuperficially by propoſing good 
Things in Generals, but deſcended to 
apply their Laws and Morals, in en- 
ftorcing them upon private Families 
and Perſons, which was the only 
Means of rendring them. ſucceſsful. 
For a Common-wealth (ſays Halicar- 
' naſſeus and Quinctilian) rod. de pure Parr. 
is a Collection of private Houſes into 
' one Polity ; therefore he that will 


(ec) - rightly. 


communicated very uſeful Directions to 
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* rightly govern a City or State, and 


vill purge it of Laſciviouſneſs, Luxu- 
*ry and other ill Practices, mult firſt 


provide for Domeſtick Diſcipline, for 


© if he makes them modeſt, continent 
and obedient at Home, they will ap- 
* pear publickly with the ſame good 
* Manners, and vertuous Diſpoſitions ; 
*for by coming abroad they change 
their Reſidence, and not their Morals : 


Therefore theſe Houſes where the 


Reins of Government are ſlackly held, 
and Diſcipline is neglected, are the 
common Nurſeries of Treachery , 
* Murders, Rapines, Adulteries and in- 
* deed of all manner of Impieties. The 
wiſeſt among theHeathens were fo ſen- 
{ible of this, that they thought it well 
worth their Labour, to ſtudy particular 


Inſtructions to this Purpoſe. Tis well 


known how largely Plato and Ariftothe, 
the one in his Laws, the other in his 
Politicks, propoſe Directions for the 
Conduct of private Families; Xenophon 
(to uſeTlly's Character) writ a learned 
Tract of Oeconomicis; and Cato major 


the 
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che fame Occaſion. Again, there are 
excellent Precepts of this Nature delj- 
vered by Plutarch in his Rules of Edu- - 
cation, and Cicero in his Offices. And, 
in fine, that Inſtitutions of this kind are 
worthy the moſt ſerious Thoughts, ap- 
pears from the Allowance they have in 
the incomparable Writings of the ſacred 
Pen- men, Solomon and Syracides. 

Nay, and if we look among thoſe 
People whom ſome have call'd Barba- 
barous, yet I believe it will be difficult 
to find any eſtabliſh'd Government ſo 
Barbarous, as was not particularly 
mindful of ſeeing the Obſervance of 
houſhold Diſcipline and Religion. Thus 
of the ancient Germans (ſays Tacitus) 
while they were reputed wild and ſa- 
vage, they were nevertheleſs punctu- 
al both in publick and private Acts of 
Divine Worſhip; for he particularly 
mentions both, that as in publick the 
Order of the Prieſts _ ENDS 
miniſtred in Divine ane oe em 
Service, ſo at Home 3% C. Tadlt. 3 mor. Ger. 


the Father ofthe Fa- Y 
mily. And if we look among the re- 
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moteſt Indians in the Eaſt we are told, 
the chief of Confutius's Inſtitutions was 
to teach men how to live well, and how 
ro govern well, how Parents, Maſters 
and Magiſtrates ſhould rule, and Chil- 
st. 25 ll. Tenpies dren, Servants and Sub- 
Miſcel. kt. 2. p. 82. jects ſhould obey. Ano- 
ther tells us of the Toxquizeſe, that in 
Damp. Trav. their private Houſes, and in 
. Fag. 43. their beſt Rooms they have 
an Altar ſet with two Incenſe Pots 
upon it; and that there is no Houle 
among them without an Altar to offer 
Sacrifice. But, the Laws of Oeconomy 
St. will. Tenpte's Were no where ſo expreſs 
cel pr. 2. p. 210. 25s in the Inſtitutions of 
Mango Copac, Who, thro'out the Em- 
* pire of Vera, for the Regulation of Fa- 
* milies ordained Decario s, one over 
every ten Families, another over fifty, 
*a third over a hundred, a fourth over 
five hundred, and a fifth over a thou- 
* ſand. This laſt was called Caraca or 
* Governour: Every Decurio was a 
*Cenlor, a Patron, a Judge, or Ar- 
* biter in {mall Controverſies amon 
theſe under his Charge; they too 
Fa | care 
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*care that every one cloath'd himſelf, 


labour'd and liv'd according to the 
© Orders given them by their Tacas [or | 
' Lawgivers] among. which one was, 
That none who could work ſhould be 
idle, more than to reſt after Labour, 
*and that none who could not work, 
by Age, Sickneſs or Invalidity, ſhould 
want, but be maintain'd by the 
others Pains. Theſe were ſo much 
obſerv'd, that in the whole Empire of 
Peru, and during the Race of the 
Inca Kings, no Beggar was ever found, 
and no Woman ever ſo much as went 
, to ſee a Neighbour, but with their 
Work in their Hands, which they fol. 
lowed all the time the Viſit laſted, _ 
; Idleneſs ſentenc'd by the Decario's, 
was puniſh'd by ſo many Stripes in 
publick, and the Diſgrace was more 
ſenſible than the Pain.— Every Decu- 
"rio that conceal'd any Crime of thofe 
' under his Charge above a Day and a 
| Night, became guilty of it, and lia- 
"ble to the ſame Puniſhment, S c. Thus 
by the divine Wiſdom of their Kings, 
(which were the true Fathers of their 
6 3 Coun- 
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Country) the whole Empire was ma- 
nag'd as one Family. All like his 
Children were taken care of, none 
wanted, and none were idle ; which 
juſtly recommends them a Pattern, not 


unworthy the Imitation of the wiſeſt 


Nations of the World. And 
T urge this becauſe that with what- 
ever Advantages our Government is di- 
ſtinguiſh'd, yet Proviſions of this kind, 
particularly to require Childrens Edu- 
cation, and to fee that Houſholders 
diſcipline their Families, ſeem to be 
{ome of the Deſiderata's to accompliſh 
our Conſtitution ; which I hope will 
be ſeriouſly thought of by thoſe noble 
Patriots, who now venture to ſtem the 
Tide, and boldly to ſet forward a Re- 
formation of Manners amidſt the moſt 
daring and inſolent Impieties. There 
* are ſeveral ways (ſays a great Divine) 
Tiletfor's Serm, Of reforming the World, 
of Education. gas the Laws of the Civil 
* Magiſtrate, Publick Preaching, &c. 
© but the moſt hopeful is Education, this 
may be an effectual prevention of 
Evil, whereas the others are but Re- 
medies 
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* medies that ſuppoſe the neglect of it. 
With him another learned Divine con- 
currs, © That he who would reform the 
World to purpoſe, muſt begin in train- 
ing up of Youth, yet I hum- gininggeers Pra 
bly conceive that this will * e Clerey. 
never be duly proſecuted, without re- 
courſe again to the Inſpection of the 
Civil Power, which ſhould uſe proper 
Methods to inforce it. To this end, 
if without a brand of Innovation I may 
offer my Thoughts, I think our Schools 
would be infinitely more beneficial, if 
they would allow more frequent ap- 
plications to inculcate Moral Princi- 
ples, and ſo far eſpecially as they are 
concern'd in the Education of the Tra- 
ding and Labouring part of the World; 
that Pains which is now ſpent about 
Concord and Conſtruction, were with e- 
qual diligence beftow'd to teach them 


the value of being honeſt, ſober, true 


and obedient to the Laws. It is Know- 
ledge without Vertue, that has abus'd 
the World with ſo many Villanies; and 
of what uſe is Learning (any further 
than writing and reading their Mother 

| "3x '- Tongue 


The Preface. 
Tongue) to ordinary Vocations? what- 
ſoever exceeds is uſeleſs, or it makes 
them pragmatical. In ſhort, it will 
much more commend the goodneſs-of 
their Breeding, that they have learnt 
to ſpeak Truth rather than Latin, and 
that they are more knowing and exact 
in the Rules of Juſtice, than the Di- 
ſtinction of Languages. Fey, 
In the next place as to this neceſſary 


part of Education, there 1s nothing 


that will ſo diſtinguiſh the Prudence of 
any State, as a general Proviſion, that 


all 'the Youth of their Dominion may 
partake of it, and that none be de- 


priv'd thro' the Neglects, Impiety, or 
Poverty of their Parents, of an uſeful 
Education, that is, of being taught to 
live honeſt, and to take pains while 
they are young. And the means to 
effect this, is to inure them betimes, as 


well to the Work-houſe as the School; 


to which end it is to be wiſh'd there 
Were Parochial Endowments of this 
fort, for the ready uſe and application 
of all. By ſuch Foundations the pro- 


per Genius of Youth might be truly 


known 
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known, that ſo Learning might be pre- 
ſerv'd for the quickeſt Parts, and the 
Unlearn'd render'd more uſeful, which 
would make way for a better Refor- 
mation in the future Age, than can be 
expected in the preſent. Till ſome- 
thing of this Nature be accompliſh'd, 
together with a ſevere Execution of the 
Laws upon prophane and ſtubborn Sin- 
ners, we ſhall (till complain, but never 
remove our Grievances : Our Streets 
will ever be annoy'd with idle People 
and abuſive Children, bred up to nei- 
ther Induſtry nor Principles, but only 
to maintain a ſucceſſion of infidel we 
ging Wanderers; and the Church will 
till groan under the afflicting Cala- 
mity of having innumerable Families 
within her boſom as ignorant as the 
wildeſt Indians, and as prophane as the 


leudeſt Epicures. Now 


If the Care of theſe things is too 
burdenſom for the number of our Ma- 
giſtrates, or the Drudgery beneath 
their Quality, it ſhould then ſeem no 
unreaſonable Conde ſcenſion, that the 


| lame Perſons who are authoriz'd to ad- 
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moniſh and rebuke, (at leaſt where no 
other Magiſtrates reſide) were like- 
wiſe empower'd to puniſh the openly 
Scandalous and Immoral. It is by 
countenancing Religion by ſuch an Au- 
thority over Miſdemeanors, that. the 
Tumultuary Scotiſþ Inſtitution hath 
gain'd ground, and inſinuated it ſelf 
into popular Credit and Eſteem : For 
on every Sunday, when the Office of 
the Day is over, they have a Kzrk Seſſion, 
the Miniſter, with a number of his 
Congregation elected to that end, are 
authoriz'd to meet and take Cogni- 
lance, and to puniſh all Offenders the 
foregoing Week. Now altho' by this 
they don't upbraid our want of wiſer 
Laws, they yet reproach the want of 
Execution, and make their advantage 
of our NegleQts to reſtore the more Pri. 
mitive and Chriſtian Diſcipline ; w® our 
pious Reformers intended, but which 
ever ſince without any further Progreſs 
we have been contented once a Year 
to wiſh for in our Aſomedneſdays Office. 
If this were accompliſh'd, our Adver- 


ſaries would be aſham'd of their mali- 
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cious Calumnies, for we ſhould be a- 


bove the Reproach of having the ſo- 
lemn Obligations both of our Laws 


and Precepts ſo commonly treated with 


Neglect and Scorn: For Religion, 
hen duly ſeconded, doth abundantly 
recompence the Kindneſs ſhe receives, 
as by promoting our Spiritual Intereſt, 
ſo by diligently aſſerting of Obedience 
to her Protecting Powers, and by diſ- 
poling Mens Minds to be active in 
what is conducing to their Welfare. 
To this purpoſe it is ſurprizing (ſays 
an ancient Hiſtorian) to obſerve how 
much the Jem ad- mic nos apud Fudeos fut 
vanc'd and proſper'd e Nera, Wy de 
by the prudent Con- Fein near pom 
duct of keeping U. wre. Juft.Hift, 1.36. | 
nion between Magiſtracy and Religi- 
on ; whereas when theſe mighty Pow- 
ers are not only diſ-joyn'd, but ſour'd 
thro* groundleſs Fears and Jealouſies, 
they utterly loſe the Advantages they 
ſhould mutually derive and beſtow for 
the common Good; neceſſary Sancti- 


ons will be {lowly enacted or never ex- 


:cuted, and one would think, that — 
. o- 
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Politick (as well as all other) Conſti. E 
tutions when thus diſtemper'd in the 8 
Vital parts, ſhould neceſſarily decay Ie. 
and die: But I hope the Happineſs of II. 
our State will never come within the cl 
reach of ſuch ill Symptoms; however ſl 
as the Caſe ſtands, and conſidering the NC 
growth of Wickedneſs, ſo much muſt Far 
be acknowledg'd, either that our Laws R 
are defective, or that we experience IL 
the truth of that irrefragable Maxim, BA 
That good Rulers are more efficacious than fit 
good Laws, that the one are living, and Fit 
ae dther but dead Preſcriptions. 
ings of this kind in the beginning 
of the Reformation, were it ſeems more 
K Ed V, heartily thought of: Bucer 
diemor. Zealouſly repreſented it to 
Edward the Sixth, That an Inunda- 
tion of Prophaneneſs had over-ſpread 
the Land; hereupon the pious King 
was as forward to think of Expedients 
for removing it. Amongſt the good 
Laws he defign'd, the one was a Rule 
of Church Diſcipline for the Cenſuring of Nef 
it! Livers, another was to provide for I! 
the Education of Children, Vp 0 
Hea 
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| Head Bucer alſo propos'd Catechiſms on 


Sundays and Holidays as very expedi- 
ent. Again, the King by his Royal 
Injunctions, commanded the Clergy to 
charge Parents and Hou- 5e wy. roavers 
ſholders to teach their e,. N ay. 
Children and Servants the Lord's Prayer 
and the Creed, (that is the Principles of 
Religion) as they were bound by the 
Law of God, and in Conſcience to do. 
And Cranmer in his Articles of Viſita- 
tion, further requir'd Fathers and Mo- 
thers, Maſters and Governors of Youth, 
to bring them up in ſome Vertuous 
Study or Occupation. To proceed for 
the Credit of a declining Party, Q. Mary 
of the other ſide ſtrictly charg'd | Bur- 
wt's Hiſt. Ref. to 1553.] every Citizen 
of London to take Care of all that be- 
long'd to him, and to ſee that they 

went to their Pariſh-Church, and kept 

the Peace. How much weare in want 

of ſuch Sanions at this time, need not 

be demonſtrated ; for to uſe the Words 

of a great Man, [ Burn. Hiſt. Ref Pt. 2. 


It is a thing that well deſerves the 


Conſultations of our Governours, a 
| : - 
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© of the two Houſes of Parliament; for 
© it can't be deny'd, that Vice and Im- 


* morality, together with much Impie- 
© ty, have over-run the Nation; and 
* tho? the Charge of this is commonly 
* laid to the Clergy, who certainly in 
too many Places have been wanting to 


i” their Duty, yet on the other hand 


they have ſo little Power, or none at 
*all, to cenſure the moſt publick Sins, 


s that the Blame of this great Defe&t 


© ought to lie more univerſally on the 
© whole Body of the Nation, who have 


not made effectual Proviſion for the 


* reſtraining of Vice, and making ill 
Men aſham'd of their ways. For 
while there is no Power to arm them, 


what is one in a Pariſh, it may be one 


. four or five Hundreds, ſome- 
times ſo many Thouſands, to regulate 
the Lives of ſo many? eſpecially (as 
it often happens) if they are inveterate- 
ly prejudic'd againſt him? Could they 
work Miracles indeed, ſomething ex- 
traordinary might be expected; but in 
the Circumſtances they are in, what 


will the beſt Preaching ſignify among 


thoſe, 
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thoſe, who either are not at leiſure to 
hear, or reſolv d to hear with prejudic'd 
deſigns of expoſing Godlinels. 

But one Sentence with Authority, 
has more weight than whole Volumes 
of Sermons ; the ſucceſs of the one 
beyond the other is ſo manifeſt, that I 
ſcarce ever knew the abridg'd Power 
* al even of the pooreſt Parent or Maſter 
ins, fo inſignificant, if he were Vertuous, 
et but that generally his whole Family 
the might for their civil Behaviour be 
e eaſily diſtinguiſh'd above their Neigh- 
the bours. And as to the Publick Power, 

uy when Magiſtrates are pleas'd to exert 
dor it, it muſt be acknowledg'd, That 
m, with one Warrant they can work a 
ne more viſible Reformation, than may 
e. be effected by ſome Hundreds of Ser- 
ite mons upon, ſome People. So much 
s difference there is between intreating 
te- ¶ and commanding Men to forſake their 
ei Vices; fo impotent is Perſwaſion a- 
X _ Intereſt, Luſt, or ill Habits, and 

o much Good can Authority do with 
at I io little Pains, From all this it ap- 


8 pears, that we cannot reaſonably hope 
e, for 


tivate the Lord's Vineyard. 
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for a Reformation, till Perſons of Au: 


thority become ſenſible of their Obli- 
gations, to ſtrike in with the Clergy, 
with whom they muſt be jointly re- 


ſponſible for the Loſs of Souls : For 
borh are God's Miniſters, and there is 


an Woe as certain to the one if he hold. 
eth the Sword in vain, as to the other 
if he preacheth not the Goſpel of our 
Lord. And to ſum up all, If ever the 
decay'd Spirits of Religion will be a- 


gain reviv'd, if ever Probity or good 


Manners will be duly propagated, if 
ever the Labours of the Clergy will 
have a ſucceſsful Influence upon their 
Auditories, and if ever the Nation will 
flouriſh by the Services of honeſt and 
pious Subjects, it muſt be atchiev'd by 
the happy Conjunction and good In- 


fluence of Governours; and even Pa- 


rents and Maſters muſt act their parts, 
and lay the Corner-{tone of this excel- 
leat Structure, by infuſing Principles 
to thoſe that belong to them, and by 
exerciſing Religion in their Houſes, 
and ſo give their Helping- hand to cul- 
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Ios . XXIV. 135. 
—l and my houſe will ſerve the Lord. 


HE Holy Ghoſt, in Scripture, fre- 

| | quently propoſes the Rules of Mo- 
rality, with the Meaſures of Right 

and Wrogg, by the vertuous Actions of ap- 
proved Men: To the Subject we are upon 
there cannot be a more appolite Example of 
a Good Governour, either for the Houſe or 
the State, than this of Joſhua. He manag d 
his Truſt to the Glorygt the Almighty, to 
their Comfort who were committed to his 
Care, and to the bleſſed Attainment of his 
own Salvation. And to theſe Purpoſes were 
all his Meaſures directed; for he train d 
them up in Religion, requir'd their Obedi- 
ence to the Divine Law, reprov'd their Back- 
l:dings, encourag'd the Upright, inflicted 
cxemplary Puniſhments upon the Improus 
2; 5 PB. 36. and 
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and Perverſe; and (which was much more 
to be regarded) made himſelf a Venerable 
Pattern of Good Works. | | 

2. It is under ſuch Governours, and only 


ſuch, that Probity and Religion can ſucceſs. * 


fully have their deſign, for Rulers are the 
common Standards of other Mens Practices, 
whatever they exemplifie the reſt will copy; 
eſpecially while there are ſo great Diviſions 
of Mankind, who' borrow their Rules of 
Living, not from Reaſon but Examples, and 
think it no leſs faſhionable to appear in the 
Morals, than the Dreſſes of their Maſters, 
Therefore where Reformation is intended, 


every Governing Station requires a ſteddy 


Soul, that is not to be biaſs d or allur'd by 
Threats or Promiſes; a Reſolution that pe- 
remptorily determines never to give way to 
Impiety, however proſperous, fÞuriſhing, 
and common; nor of being ſeduc'd by any 
Apoſtatizing Degeneracy, however Catho- 
lick; nor of being frighted out of the ſafe 
(tho' rugged) Paths of Vertue, by the violent 
Abuſes and Oppreſſion, which often perſe- 


cute and martyr Truth and Innocence. 


In a word, that will not Idolatrouſly 
proſtitute it ſelf, with the Worldlings, to 
Mammon, Aſtaroth and Mammus, Wealth, 
Honour and Luſt, or comply to any thing at 
the expence of Duty and Conſcience ; but 
wall ſtedfaſtly keep an eye to Re o 

| | thole 
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thoſe: things, that will make up his Ac- 
counts in the Kingdom of Spirits. 

3. This is the Character of everyone that 
in earneſt with his Creed, and the hopes 
of Eternity, whatever Station he is in, pub- 
lick or private; he will vigorouſly exert his 
power to carry on the Intereſt of Souls. 
Nay, tho' his Authority be abridg d, and that 
he falls among a Generation of Sodomites, 
d ho will contemn his Piety, and reject his 
Reproofs; yet like a Lo? or Jeſbua, he will 
expel the Infection from his own Houſe, he 
1 vill not think Vertue leſs venerable, becauſe 

Ii is deſpis'd, nor Vice leſs ſinful or de- 
ſtructive, becauſe of its numerous Votaries: 
« 1585 that however abandon'd Piety is abroad, 
dhe ſhall be: ſtil] cheriſnd under his Roof. 
Within ſo narrow a Diſtrict, upon a juſt Be- 
„ haviour, he may confide in the advantage of 
M4 his Power, to conſtrain the Refractory to 

- I their, Duty, his Authority may be always 
preſent to check their Debauchery, and. to 
command their -attendance on holy Ordi- 
nances with a juſt and regular Behaviour. 

4 This is ſo much every Man's Duty, 
who has the Care of a Family, that he can 
ne ver anſwer the Teſtimony of a good Con- 
ſcience either to God or Mankind, if he 
neglects it. For he depri ves the one of the 
Glory, and the other of the Uſe and Advan- 
tages Ti a a well-manag'd and 

FH 3: a pious 
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pious Houſhold. Such an one ſhould be treat- 
ed as the common Enemy of Society, as one 
that lives in contempt of Laws, humane and 
divine, and raiſes a Generation to follow 
him. He 1s dangerous 1n the loweſt Station, 
and the miſchief will yet rife higher in pro- 
portion to his Power. For this cauſe, the 
Divine Law provides, that a Man muſt rule 
hrs children and his own houſe well, before he 
be admitted to the loweſt degree of the Mi- 
niſtry. Parity of Reaſon preſſes the ſame 
Obligation upon Civil Powers, it being not 
only uncomely, but unjuſt, that the Govern- 
ment of a City or Country ſhould be truſted 
to ſuch, who give no proof of Prudence or 
Diſcretion within the Walls of their Dwel- 
lings. But that I may with the greater per. 
ſpicuity ſet forth the Intereſt and Duty of 
Ruling a Family uprightly, I will reduce the 
Diſcourſe I intend under theſe two General 
Propoſitions. F:rft, That Parents and Ma. 
ſters of Families are under ſtrict and pecu- 
Tar Obligations, of being honeſt and religi- 
ous 1n their own Perſons, that their Conver- 
ſation may be exemplary to the People under 
their care. Secondly, That they are oblig d 
to bring up and govern the Members of their 
reſpective Families according to the Rules 
of Morality and Religion. 79 
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CHAP. I. 
That Governours, and Maſters of Families» 


ought to make their Lives exemplary to 
others. "1 


5. IN purſuance of the Propoſitions laid 
down in the foregoangy Chapeer, the 

firſt thing to be done, is to lay down ſome 
Conſiderations, to evince the peculiar and 
ſtrict Obligations, that Domeſtick Rulers 
are under, of being Regular in their own 
perſons. Sobriety and good Behaviour are 
things requir'd of them, not only for their 
own, but Aſo for their Families ſake ; for 
I need not tell you, that the keeping of the 
Commandments is every Man's Duty that 
would ſave his Soul, but yet this is more 
ſtrictly expected from thoſe Perſons, whoſe. 
Piety doth any ways contribute to the Sal- 
vation of others. And this is the caſe of all 
Superiors; their Vertues or Vices have ge- 
nerally the influence to reform or corrupt 
their Inferiors. 3s ie 
6. Therefore in the firſt place, their Su- 
periority or Precedence obliges them to con- 
fine themſelves to what is edifying and imi- 
table in all their Actions. The harmony of 
Nature doth beſpeak as much, for we ſee that 
| B 3 the 
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ing the Oeconomy of it, has diſpos'd his F by 
Creatures according to the Dignity of their I m 

Nature in certain Degrees above each other, I 6, 

And it is very rational to believe, that they I ba 

; were not thus diſpos'd only for Management g 

ſake, or barely for mutual Subſerviency, I} tj, 

but with this further deſign for rational Ira 

Creatures, that the higher Degrees might be ot 

a Rule to their Inferiors how to ſerve God, th 

and that the excellency of the nobler Sta- d 

| tions might ſtill enliven in them a religious I p, 

| Emulation of aſpiring, at leaſt of 1mitating U 

| the Perfection of Superiors. Thus could we as 

| take a view of the Celeſtial Regions, where I tj 
the holy Angels are diltinguiſh'd by their 
ſeveral Orders, Seraphims, Cherubims, f. 
Thrones, Dominions, Principalities, Powers, 
Vertues, &c. who have not faln from their 
firſt Station, but ſtill execute the command 
of the great God, and hearken to the voice of 
his word, we ſhould find that this bleſſed 
harmony is there yet preſerved,, that they 
keep a right uſe of Superiority, that as they 
are all tranſported in expreſſing the Divine 
Glory and Goodneſs; ſo the Zeal and Devo- 
tion of the molt enlarg'd Capacities among 
them, is cloſely follow'd by all inferior 
Orders. How happy would Mankind be, how 
might we repair the diſſolute World to a kind 
of Paradiſe again, if we would ane, 
| | ELVES 
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Howſbold-Governours. 7 
ſelves unanimouſly this Angelical Method, 
by ſetting one the other mutual Encyurage- 
ments in the exerciſe of Vertue! Again, 
ſince the glorify'd Spirits (as is highly pro- 
bable) are e e into their reſpe- 
aive Des only by their exalted Facul- 
ties of ſerving God, why then is it not as 
rational to conclude, that the ſeyeral Orders 
of Mankind ſhould' affert their Quality, by 
the luſtre of their exemplary Goodneſs? and 
that they who were advanc'd to Honour and 
Power under God and Chriſt over their Bre- 
thren, ſhould ſo far exceed them in Holineſs, 
as they are above them in Dignity of Sta- 
tion. | eee. ni 

7. There is yet a more illuſtrious Pattern 
for our Emulation, that of the Son of God, 
who being the bright Image of his Father, 
did by his Converſation among Men, ſhew 
wherein the glory of the Governour of the 
World doth conſiſt, namely in Purity, In- 
nocence, in doing good to the Souls of Sin- 
ners; and in raiſing Mens Morals above the 
Corruptions of this Earthly World, to be 
truly Spiritual and Divine. This is che Pro- 
vince (as we may learn by him) of a tender 
Father and a good Shepherd, that regards 
the welfare of his Flock. And ſeeing there 
is ſo excellent a Copy ſent us from the ſo- 
vereign Ruler of Angels and Men, with 
what'a Seraphick Devotion ſhould we en- 

N B 4 dieavour 
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; deavour to tranſcribe and improve upon it? Ir 
for in him perfect Vertue was in conjunction pe; 
with the greateſt Authority, which ſhould I Vi 
ſtill remember us, that the greater our Au- IAI 
thority is, the more conſpicuous our Good- Ina 
neſs ſhould be. A 80 
8. If Perſons of Honour and Quality were Ju 
every where thus Religiouſly affected, how Iv! 
wonderful, how happy a change would it cel 
work in the World? and how far more Ilig 
werful would it be to reſtore poor forſa · ful 
en Vertue, and decay d Chriſtian Piety to wi 
their ancient Reputation and Splendour, Et 
than thouſands of Sermons and elaborate Ipla 
Divine Exhortations? For when the Ver- {thi 
tues of the great ſhine (like the Sun in the Ine. 
Firmament, that enlightens the leſſer Stars) th: 
they will by a ſecret energy kindly inſpire Yon: 

Morality into thoſe about them; hereb 

every good Ruler's Life will be a continu 
Sermon, and that illuſtrated and forc'd with 
abundantly more Charms than the moſt pa- 
thetick Diſcourſes of a Pulpit. Thus at the 
firſt propagation of the ſacred Goſpel, the 
poor Apoſtles could not without difficulty 
(notwithſtanding their working Miracles) 
convert ſingle Families, yet when it was 
embrac d by Kings and Emperors, they did 
of courſe draw whole Kingdoms after them. 
Ihe caſe is ſtill the ſame with the Multitude; 
to them the upright Converſations 5 the 
reat 
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Houſbald-Governours. 9 
Great and Wealthy, are generally the moſt 
perſwalive Arguments to Goodneſs, and their 
Vices and Corruption the moſt epidemical 
Alurement to Sin. By the former, they 
may do God good Service, in bringing many 
Souls to Heaven: by the latter they are as 
uſeful to Satan, in ſeducing many to Hell; 
which will one day be 00-aagontt rable ac- 
cellion to their Happineſs 1iFthe one, or no 
light aggravation to their Anguiſh and Con · 
fuſion in the other. If to Happineſs, they 
will be attended by an Heavenly Hoſt of glo- 
tify'd Saints, that will ever extol their exem- 


Iplary Piety that was propitious to lead them 


thither. But if they fink to Miſery, Sin- 
ners of Quality. (like Zacifer) will draw, 
their retinue thither alſo; for there their 
once ſinful Attendants upon Earth, will be- 
come a Crew of damned Fiends and laing 
Furies, perpetually to haunt them, and to 
improve their Torments, and to upbraid them 
for that exemplary Wickedneſs which was 
accellary to N ee Now, if either 
a ſence of gratitude for God's increaſe. of 
Riches and Honour, if his gracious Promiſes 
that we ſhall cover a multitude of ſins, for 
converting Sinners from the evil of their 
way, if the rewards of Eternal Life for 
delivering Souls from death, or if the dread- 
ful and aggravated Vengeance denounc'd in 
particular againſt thoſe who by violating the 

com. 
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5 commandments, teach others to dh ſo, that i Is, 
whoſe ill Practices are a Gulph to keep dit 
others as well as themſelves from Heaven; 
T-ſay, if theſe Reflections have any thing © of 
\Rhetorick or weight to move us, then 15 it 
highly neceſſary that all the leading Mem- 
bers (as being moſt concern'd in theſe Con- 
ſiderations) of all Communities, publick or 
private, Kingdoms or Domeſtick Families, 
ſhould be diligently circumſpect over theit 
Behaviour, in approving themſelves publick 
Examples of Probity, thereby to promote 
Piety, and ſecure their own Salvation; that 
there be no reaſon to complain with the 
Prophet Jer. 5. 5. of the 1 who have 
known the way of if the Lord and the judgment 
of their God, that they ſhould yet be ſo im. 
os as 70 break. his bonds or ld his Volke. 
Se 

op A grave and prudent Carring is ex- 
pected from Governours and Maſters, be. 
cauſe they are the Elders of their Houſhold; 
for Days ſhould ſpeak, and multitude of years 

ſhould ſhew wiſdom, Job 32.7. In St. Paul 

more expreſly ; The 552 men muſt” be ſober, 
grave, temperate, ſound in faith, charity, F 
fence, Tit. 2.2. which briefly implies, t at 
in all "things they muſt be an Enfample-ot 
good Works, and adjuſt their Lives and 
Actions as warrantable and good for youn > 
Years to imitate and follow.” Twas the 
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Howſhold-Governours. 11 
rater of an excellent Elderly Spartan, that 
he affected a long Beard purely to mind him 
of his good behaviour. And verily there 
are many unutterable moving Charms and 
Graces in the pious Carriage of the Aged. 
The Son of Srach is in à tranſport upon 
them, Accl. 25. Oh how' comely a tbing ig 
udg ment for gray hairs, and for ancient men 
1 Ho dat How comely is their wiſdom! 
much experience 1s the crown of old men, aud 
the fear of God is their glory. Now, if our 
Aged and Gray-hairs would thus adorn them- 
ſelves with that Vertue and Sobriety which 
ſo well becomes them; it would not only 
ſecure them that Reſpect and Veneration, 
which are the Priviledges of their Age, but 


outhful Extravagancies. Their Preſence 
every where, like that of the omam Cen- 
Jors, and Lacedemonian Elders; would ſtifle 
Immorality and Looſeneſs, by a dread of the 
Ilgnominy of their ſevere Reproofs, and in- 
ſpire Life and Vigour, to any the moſt lan- 
zuid pious Inelinations, to exert ſome good 
and commendable Actions, if not for Ver- 
Itue's ſake, yet for obtaining Applauſe and 
1 among the Grave and Elderly. 
ut „ IJ | | Kt 4; 
If the-Men of Years and Underſtanding 
will be Iooſe and extravagant, if they who 
have ſeen ſo much the folly of Sin, who 
| | totter 
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totter over their Graves, and whoſe decay 
Houſes of Clay give them continual remem. {vi 
brances of their ſudden departure to ano· Ino 

ther World; yet I fay, if they are ſtill in th 
love with the folly and vanity of this; what ha 
greater encouragement than this to youthful I to 
Debauchery, or what warmer ſecurity to a Fa 
ſettled Contempt of Religion? for if it will Bt 
not make them think their Vices commend. ſth 
able, upon the truſt and experience of their} mc 
ancient Leaders, it will at leaſt be apt to /: 
fink them into practical Atheiſm, in rendring I 7b: 
them regardleſs of future Rewards, by ſee-ſ cu 
ing old Men confidently carry their burden v] 

of Iniquity to the other World, as being ed 
vicious and impenitent upon the brinks of an 
the Grave, and at the gates of Eternal th 
Judgment; by which moſt ſhameful and inve- ff do 
terate Diſſoluteneſs, they don't only incur a th 
double portion of Vengeance, for bolſtering I ill 
and countenancing the profligate Impieties I V1 
of the younger ſort, but make themſelves in 
the ſcorn and contempt of all they converſe ſe 
with. How pitiable is it to ſee the Experi- u 
ence of a wrinkled Viſage in love with boyiſh] w 
Vanities, and Venerable Gray-hairs proſti- 
tuted to the drudgery of Vice! alas, this is 
it in the Prophet's Language, I/ 3. 5. that 
makes the child behave himſelf proudly againſt 
— ancient, and the baſe againſt the honour- 
le. 
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yd 19. Further it may be reaſonably pre- 
em. ſum'd of Parents and Maſters, that they are 
not only mote Elderly, but that by reaſon of 
their Age and other advantages, they may 
have a clearer underſtanding of their Duty 
towards God and Man, than the reſt of the 
Family : and being thus preſum'd of an Age 
and Knowledge to overſee childiſh things, 
nd · the word of God refers us unto them for Ad- 
monition and Advice, Deut. 32. J. As thy 
father and he will tell thee, and thy elders and 
they will ſhew thee. Parents are alſo charg'd to 
cultivate their Children in the holy Law, 
which ſuppoſeth them ſo well ſeen and learn- 
ed 1n 1t, as to be capable of giving ſound 
and wholſome Inſtructions. Therefore as 
they are, or ſhould be more eminently en- 
J dow'd, in neceſſary ſaving Knowledge, than 
the Inferiors of the Houſhold, ſo ſhould they 
illuſtrate the ſame in good Works, and out- 
vie them in Practice, as well as Underſtand- 
ing; unleſs they will raſhly ſubje& them- 
ſelves to the fate of the rebellious Servant, 
ri· who knew hig maſters will and did it not. But 
whatever their State is, if ſinful they run 
„ their Families into inevitable dangers; their 
Ignorance is pernicious, becauſe it will miſ- 
guide them, their wicked Behaviour becauſe 
it will enſnare them; and, which will draw 
che heavier Damnation, Ignorance in ſo clear 

a Light of the Goſpel, or their reſolute _ 
| 3 verſe. 
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verſeneſs againſt the known Laws of God, 


and the Dictates of Conſcience is very un- 


certain. The blind Guide and his Follow. 
ers, in the Goſpel, are ſaid to lead to De- 
ſtruction; but when Blindleſs is willful, it 
will yet receive an higher aggravation, and 
ſo improve the guilt of Ignorance, to vye 
with the Diſobedience of Contempt, which 


is undoubtedly provoking in the higheſt de. 


gree, eſpecially if it involves a multitude of 
Offenders: which the Miſdemeanours of a 
knowing Governour ſeldom fails to do, and 
that becauſe we are commonly (the more the 
pity) ſo corrupt by Nature, as to be fond of 
imitating the Vices of the more Knowing, 
rather than the Vertues of the Ignorant. 
11. But if the conſiderations of Superio- 
rity, Age and Knowledge, ſhould be thought 
too light to encounter the Impieties and Neg- 
lects that are now ſettled and become tra- 
ditional, by the malignity of an uninter- 
rupted evil Cuſtom, I deſire in the next place 
it may be remember'd, how ſolemnly Gover- 
nours and Parents are oblig'd' to exemplary 


Piety and Integrity, by the tenure of the 


Authority that is lodg'd in them by the Laws 
of God and Nature, which requires them 
to ſuperintend, and to regulate their Houſes 
in Uprightneis in the fear of God. The 


Law of Nature requires the Parent, to in- 


ſtruct his Olt-ſpring and others under his 
Ts Care, 


care, in what is moſt to their welfare, which 
am ſure will comprehend Religion. By the 
Commandment, the Houlſe-keeper; is to call 
upon the Strangers, as well as his own re- 
nue, to Divine Service. Again, by the Laws 
— of God and of Nations, the Father of the 
ud BHouſe had the indiſputable Right of being 
* Prince, and a Prieſt in his own Family. 
. Honour and Obedience was aſſign d them as 
ſuch. Honour thy father and thy mother, was 
once the ſupreme Lawgiver's Commandment 
wy IG the {/rac/ites ; and this. Honour, in the 
6 lence of the Wiſeman, doth imply Allegi- 
f ance; for ſo he aſſertains Religion and Go- 
o rernment: Fear God, honour the king. Ho- 
18 Your thy Parents, was alſo one of Triptole- 
mus his Three Precepts to the Athenians. 
he Thus the miſguided Gentiles, as well as the 
Lord's peculiar People, were yet ſo ſatisfy'd 
of the reaſonableneſs of this Command, as 
a- Io enjoyn and practice it. eln 
12. Now a Commandment that enjoyns 
the Duty of one related, enjoyns the Duty 
er of the other related to him. So the Apoſtle 
Ty iaſtructs us in the Expoſition of this Precept, 
Jaying,  Zp4..6. 2. 4. that as Children are to 
bonour their parents, ſo the parents are 70 
ring them up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord. Herein we ſee the Authority and 
A Honour of Parents aſcertain'd, in ſo particu- 
ar a manner, as that it is the ſupporting foun- 
| | dation 
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dation of all temporal Authority whatever; 
it being under the Umbrage of the domeſtick}j © 
Father, that we are charg'd to reſpect andf ! 
obey all our Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Parents I 
and Governours. Therefore we may con- P. 
clude it a Decree as irreverſible in its owuf ® 
nature, as by the unchangable Laws of the 
Medes and Perſians, Heft. x. 22. that eue l. 
man ſhould rule in his own houſe. And then“ 
it is as certain, (becauſe all Authority is de- 5' 
riv'd from God,) that they who are inveſted} ” 
with it ſhould juſtify their Heavenly Com-. 
miſſion, with a purity and innocence of Life, 
ſuitable to their Dignity. This God him. 
ſelf declares, 2 Sam. 23. 3. That he who ry- 
leth over men muſt be upright, and ruling in the 
fear of God. To the fame PR Holy 700 
expoſtulates, ch. 34. 18. 7s zt fit to ſay tos 
king thou art wicked, or to princes ye are un. 
godly ? implying, that they and all inferior 
Rulers ſhould be ſoupright, as not to deſerye 
the reproaches of Sin; that being God's Sub. 
{titutes and Vicegerents, they ſhould tran- 
ſcribe his Perfections, and be the ſtediel! 
obſervers of his Law, approving themſelves 6 
to Fethro's deſcription, of being ſuch as fear - 
Goa, men of truth, and hating covetouſneſs | 
For unleſs they expreſs the greateſt abhor. - 
rency and deteſtation againſt Impiety them- "I 
ſelves, with what decency can they punilh | 
or rebuke it in others? A b 
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13. But tho' the Scriptures. were-lalent, 


common Experience hath convinc'd even 


the Heathens of old, that the Reputation of 
Laws, and the Succeſs of Government, de- 


on. pends upon the Diligence and the Character 


of the Governour. Hence the wile Athenians 
would admit of no Magiſtrates, before a di- 
ligent Inſpection was made into their: Mo- 
rals and Converſation. No body ought to 


de. govern, (was Cyrus his Maxim) unleſs he 


were better and more vertuous than thoſe 
whom he govern'd. © Lampridius to the ſame 


; purpoſe teſtifies of Alex. Severus, that he 


as moſt ſolemnly careful in the choice of 


his Officers, alledging that ſince Chriſtians 
{and Jews elected none but Perſons of ap- 


proved Integrity to be their Prieſts, how 
much more ſhould his Officers and Gover- 


vors be ſuck, when the Lives and Fortunes 


' of his Subjects were committed ta their 
Charge. So great an Eſteem had the very 
Infide ls for good Morals! and therefore they 
wiſely determin d, that Honeſty and noble 
Actions ſhould make the brighteſt appear - 
ances in their Rulers, becauſe it was their 
buſineſs to propagate them to others. This 
being the undeniable Duty of all Gover- 
nours, Maſters of Families (Who are a Species 
of Governours by the Laws of Nature, and 
allow d by the Conſtitut ions of all Lands to 
te the immediate Rulers of their own Do- 

C meſticks) 
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meſticks) may ſee haw far they are oblig'd 
to make their Converſation worthy to be 


eſteem d and follow'd. Alas, if Rulers of all 


Degrees were not deficient in this, ſeculat 

Power would not be either envy'd or blaf. 
phem'd; for then Authority and Sanctity, 
which ſhould be inſeparable Concomitants, 
would more viſibly appear to be deriv'd 
from God, and the one would be a demon- 
{tration to prove the Legality of the other: 
but when Debaucheries are in favour with 
thoſe, who ſhould correct and puniſh them; 
and when the pretended Supporters of Re- 
ligton diſcard Vertue, turn Advocates for 
Sin, and Patronize Wickedneſs. It will then 
be imagin'd, that as they are Enemies to Ho- 
lineſs, they are ſo to God; and conſequent. 
ly,that ſince they are open and profeſs d Re. 
dels to his Laws, they may no longer be e- 
ſteem d his rightful Subſtitutes. Whether 
Deductions of this Nature are regular or no, 
is not our buſineſs now to exanune ; but it 
is too well known as a general Aſſertion, 
Why ſhould the Wicked rule? or as Holy 
Job expreſſes it, ſhall he that hateth right go. 
vern! Job 34.17. So that the Impiety of 
Governours, is not only an unhappy Temp- 
tation and Scandal, to pervert and ruin the 
Souls of the Multitude, but a ſhrewd Encous» 
ragement, that will much endanger, if not 
overthrow their temporal Priviledges and 
Power, Yet 14. Al. 
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. Allow the World ſhould be better na- 
, than thus to think themſelves exem- 
pted of Obedience, to their vicious and er- 
et undoubtedly they will 
think their Sins ve ery pardonable, aps 
allowable, while they exceed not che Miſ- 
demeanours and Lewdneſs of thoſe — rule 
them. Therefore in ſnort, If the Magiſtrates 
Converſation warrants Impiety, and contra- 
dicts the Tenute of his Aut ority, if the 
Miniſtry beſtow fix Days to practice what 
they reprove and inveigh againſt upon one, 
it is not the Oratory of the one, nor the Au- 
thority of the other, that will ſupprefs Vice 
and Immorality. And to carry it home to the 
Men treat with, It is not a few good words, 
or ſaying, God bleſs you, or Grveyougrace, 
that will make a F uy religious, white the 
Jead of it is abandon'd to Irreligion. When 
Aaron makes the Golden Calf, The Congre- 
gation will believe it no offence to fall down 
and worſhip it; or when Sail applies him- 
ſelf to Witches; his Subjects will think it 
as free for them to revolt to their belov'd- 
Idolatry; and when Dives. like, 4 wicked 
Houſe:keeper indulges himſelf in Luxury 
and Uncleanneſs, his Brethren and Fam ily 
will purfue the fame e 5 


that in ſpite of 2 and the 
eren unto Hell. 
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15. How true, theſe Conſequences are 
has been too often confirm'd by a fatal a 
lamentable Experience. The [ewiſh Hiſtg- 


rian has a very remarkable Inſtance to our 


purpoſe, which is the Caſe of Heboloam, 
7%/. Ant. I. 8. c. 13.] „Who, when his Pro- 
« ſperity- made him impious, perverted the 


« People to follow his Example: for (as he 
© proceeds) the Life of the Subject is often 


« perverted by the diſſolute Lives of their 


Rulers; for Inferiors ſeeing the Riot of 
« Superiors, are drawn alide from Modeſty, 


«and boldly take up with their Maſter's 
« Vices, as if they had been profeſs'd Ver- 
* tues.. Should they do the contrary, they 
e would ſeem to condemn and diſlike the 
Therefore the 
people would make no profeſſion of Ho- 
« neſty, fearing it ſhould diſoblige their Go- 
« vernours. Oh curſed and tragical Servi- 
lity ! that Creatures of Reaſon ſhould throw 


away their Souls and Eternal Intereſt purely 


for Company,or Condeſcenſion to ſuch empty 
capricious bubbles of Vanity. And yet this 
ſtupid Infection is ſpreading and 1ncurable, 
in ſo much as that it is the Proverbial Lan- 
guage of all Places, That ſuch as the Rulers 
are, ſuch will the People be; and the Manners 
of the Magiſtrate are the Manners of. the 
City and I may add the ſame between the 


cti ve 


the 


Maſter and his Family. Such is the deſtruJſecy 
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dive influence of Powerful Sinners; and ſo 
mean- ſpirited are the low Condition d, ſer- 
vile fond Admirers of any thing that has 
Wealth or Power, ſtiffly tenacious of their 
Sayings, and ſlaviſhly obſervant of their Im- 
pieties r ng ies Foo hay 
16, But truly if they are led into Mifear- 
riages, either by thoſe who ſhould inſtruct 
them in their Duty, or by others that ſhould 
puniſh them for the neglect of it; tho“ it be 
a ſorry Comfort, yet have they ſome colour 
of Excuſe, that they go to Hell with a 
Guide, and fall into Perdition under the 
Conduct of their Leaders. If this doth not 
extenuate the Puniſhment of the Miſguided, 
it will moſt certainly be a grievous enhance - 
ment to the Condemnation of the Seducers. 
If the Shepherd forfakes his Flock, to the 
mercy of the Wolves, muſt he not be account- 
able? If the giddy Pilot guides his Ship 
over Rocks and Shallows, will not the Ma- 
riners charge him with their Ruin and 
Shipwrack ? And will not the Day come 
think we, When poor Souls will, beide the 
judge of the World, charge their Rulers as 
the oceaſion of their Damnation? Will they 
not 1mpute their Wickedneſs to their neg. 
lect of Diſcipline, that they tranſgreſsd 
the Sabbath, curs'd, blaſphem'd and deſpisd 
the Reproofs of their Paſtors, and became 
ſecure in the Embraces of Sin, purely becaufe 


C 3 they 


they were not prevented by the Authority 
of their Maſters, or the Execution of the, 
Laws againſt them? And it is not the effects 
of Fancy, but Reaſon, in any one who be- 
lieves a God, and a judgment to come, to 
think of theſe things. Therefore con ider 
this all ye that are entruſted to Rule and Go- 
vern, and make Honeſty and Vertue your 
Practice, to the intent the Living man know 
the moſt High rules in the kingdom of men, 
and that he bath choſen you to be (his true and. 
faithful ſervants; but abandon not your, 
ſelyes,to Ungodlineſs, leſt it may be ſaid de 
promoted you. in his wrath, by ſetting. up o,, 
11 the baſeft.of men, Dan. 4. 17. Alas, Con- 
temptible Brutes! and Nature it ſelf is a re- 
proach to ſuch pernicious Governours. There 
are things (ſaith Solomon) that are little upon 
the earth, but they are exceedimg wiſe., The. 
ants are a people not ftrong, but they prepare, 
their meat in ſummer ; the coneyt are a feeble. 
Folk, yet they build their houſes in.the,rockss. 
th egit have no king, yet they go forth al. 
bands, &c. implying, that theſe little Crea- 
tures do ſo wiſely govern among themſelves, 
as to act the things that are proper and con - 
ducive to their Welfare and Advantage. 
What a Reflection is this upon us, that pre- 
tend to the refin d Politicks of Reaſon, that 
we rife not up to the Diſcretion of theſe 
contemptible Animals? many among us be- 
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ing ſo imprudent in their Meaſures, as to 
. | cnchral themſelves, and thoſe they over- 
rule, not only in the heavieſt Calamities of 
- 8 this Life, but alſo in the unutterable Tor- 
-» I cures of a never-dying Death. 
i 17. And thus in 9 Bodies we ſee, 

that the Head is to have the Sobriety and 

Diſcretion, rightly to direct the Actions of 
all the Members: and why may we not as 
rreaſonably expect che ſame in Politick Bodies 
or Societies, that the Heads or Governours of 
chem, ſhould firſt by Precept inſtruct, and 
then by Practice illuſtrate the things they 
expect to be obſery'd by the Subjects of their 
Authority and Inſpection. And certainly 
it is thus that every Polity muſt work its 
cConſervation? for on the contrary when the 
Head of a Society (tho it be but of a Houl- 
bold) ſhakes off his Morality, he has loſt that - 
KkReaſon that ſhould guide him; and then his 
vVvices (like the delirous fits of a diſtemper d 
Brain, that arms the Body to its own ruin) 
doch infatuate the People to neglect their 
| wonted buſineſs, and to undermine and de- 
ſtroy themſelves ; as for example, their Go- 
vernours Perfidiouſneſswill make them trea- 
cherous, diſobedient and unduti ful, his looſe- 
neſs, like a ſour Leaven, will ſoften and vi- 
tiate their Inclinations; and if he be an Op- 
q preſſor, Swearer, Liar, or Luſtful, the vanity 
of Mankind in this lapſed State is ſuch, that 
C 4 they 
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they will be proud of imitating him, eſpe* 
cially in Prophaneneſs, for they ſcorn to 
have more of Religion than their Maſters: 
Thos all will be full of Confuſion and Dif: 
orders in the Inheritance of the Ungodly, 
whereas a calm Peace, Tranquillity, Dili- 

ence, and good Husbandry flouriſh in the 

orders of the Upright. Here are no Imita- 
tions to be taken, but of things that are Ge- 
nerous and Chriſttan; here the Ruler rules 
his own Life well, and then his Life be. 
comes the Rule of his People, who, as they 


are moſtly ignorant and ualearned, cannot 


be ordinarily preſum'd to have any other 
means of knowing the Laws, and the excel- 
lency of Vertue and moral Actions, than by 
the Examples of their Maſters. And there- 


. fore by this means a pious Prince may 1n- 
ſpire Life into Religion; a vertuous General 


may bluſh a Souldier out of his Debauchery; 
a conſcientious Magiftrate may by the Au- 
thority of his Behaviour, over-awe and ſup- 
preſs the Prophaneneſs of the Multitude; 
and the ſober Gravity and Diſcretion of a 
good Houſe-keeper, may deaden the looſe 
Inclinations of his Domeſticks : for as pri 
vate Families are proportionably like ſo 
many States or Commonwealths,and are di- 
ſtinguiſhable (as many Learned Men will 
have it) only by their Numbers, the conſe- 


quence then of good or ill Government * 
e 
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be moſtly the ſame in both. Therefore it 
requires a Perſon of Diſcretion and Integrity 
to manage both the one and the other. 

18. This Pharaoh wiſely apprehended, 
when he advanc'd Joſeph to rule his Hou- 
old. /uſomuch (ſaith he) at tha? there it 
none ſo diſcreet and wiſe as thou art, thou ſhalt 
be over my Houſe, and according to thy word ſhall 
my people be ruled. Darius like wiſe prefer d 
Daniel to bear rule over the preſidents and 
princes, becauſe an excellent ſpirit was found 
n him, If theſe Pagans thought it fo re- 
quifite, that the Rulers: and Stewards of 
their Houſholds and Dominions, ſhould: be 
governed and directed by a Spirit of Holi- 


neſs, what a pious Emulation ſhould this 


create in Chriſtian Governours, whether ot 
Houſes or of Cities, to approve themſelves 
by regular living to the facred Goſpel they 
profeſs ? eſpecially ſince our God hath laid 
ſo great a ſtreſs upon their Integrity, and 
render'd it ſo powerfully efficacions to the 
Intereſts of Mankind; hence they are 
requir'd to be faithful guides, and by way 
of Eminency to other Chriſtians, to be 
os burning lia bts that ſhine from afar, to. 
be -the ſalt of "the earth, and to execute 
wrath upon him that doeth evil. It is not e- 
nongh for them to ceaſe from evil, for their 
very upineneſs and Inadvertencies are en- 


lnaring. Therefore their Vertues mult * 
Vigo- 


vigorous and active, and ſuch as may in fore 


or invite the Reformation of others, before 
they can acquit themſelves to the great Re- 
deemer of Souls. Now if a Governour' 
Charge is thus ſtrict, what ſhall we ſay of 
_ thoſe who are not only content to omit 

their Duty, but they muſt act againſt it 
encourage Sin, and boldly make a profligate 


appearance at the head of a Croud? there is 
no Language has ſtrength enough to exag: 


gerate the hainouſneſs of ſuch complicated 
and daring Impieties, and therefore I re. 
fer it to the more ſerious Reflections of 
the guilty Conſcience. 1 
| 19. And yet methinks tho' therewere no 


Damnation annex'd to it, that the bare in: 


decencies of Impiety, even in the moſt in. 
ferior Rulers, are of themſelves frightfol 


enough to deter the Practice. How naked 
and contemptible did Lot appear (tho. 


good Man) when he was overtaken with 
Drunkenneſs ? and what a ghaltly Spectacle 
is it for the Children to ſee the Father of 


the Family ſunk into a Beaſt, and wallowing 


in his Intemperance? How baſe is he in 
their Eyes, when he proſtitutes himſelf to 
Uncleanneſs? How is he the mirth and 
ſport of the Children, when he is light, 
airy and frolickſom ? How is he decipher 
for a Knave and a Villain, when he engage 
himſelf, or them, to In juſtice and Wouy 

0 
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re? Wow terrible, like a Fiend, is he when his 
ooks are a- fire, and he ſo tranſported with 
1 Mage and Paſſion, as either to diſplay him- 
ſelf like à Fury, in, the language of Hell- 
Railery,; Oaths and Blaſphe my, or cauſeleſs 
y breaking out to beat and abuſe all abont 
him? Certainly ſuch, Parents and Maſters as 
heſe (as ſome ſuch, I dread there be). are 
the moſt dangerous ſedueing Spirits and: evil 
enius's that can frequent a Houſe. A kind 
o Miſereants, that ſeem with deſigu to e- 
re. I pouſe the Intereſt of the Deſtroy er and to 
of undo, many poor Creatures, that otherwiſe 
night be ſaved. For how difficult myſt it 
no pe for the unſetledneſs of a fearſul Child, or 
in · ſlaviſh Servant, to beat up againſt the ma- 
in Nignity of ſo powerful an Infection; when 
folic is daily ſet before them ? at the beſt, tho 
kel he doth. not ſeduce them yet he neglects 
them, and this comes to the ſame purpoſe; 
for Natyre leads them into Luxury, Play or 
antonneſs, and ſo they contract a habit of 
' oFVice,, that will inſenſibly precipi tate them 
ingo Damnation. Thus, thus he $4 4 of 
 10Fa/bers een. thauſanas, even by their 
vole, and profligate Carriage. eib 
200% — that, deliberately ſiſts this 
vill (I doubt not) determine it as abſolute- 
neceſſary for Maſters of Families to be of 


xht, 


era 


g&Fhac Probity and Innocency among their own 
105 Domeſticks, as profeſs d Miniſters. and Ma- 
0 * 


giſtrates 
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giſtrates ought to be in publick ; nay, and in 
ſome reſpects more needful, by reaſon of 
their conſtant Converſation with them 
which ' renders them more capable, by the 
Good or the Evil they practice, to deſtroy or 
preſervethem. 20s wanne 

At. Again, there is another Motive when 
it is conſider'd, that will bring Vertue and 
Codlineſs much in requeſt with diſereet and 
good Parents; namely, becauſe the Wieked- 
neſs of Parents doth often draw down the 
Divine Vengeance, whereas their Upright 
neſs will entail a Bleſſing to their Poſterity. 
have been young, (faith the Pſalmiſt) but 
now am old, yet have I not ſeen the righteous 
forſaken, nor their ſeed begging their bread ; 
for the Lord loveth judgment and mercy, and 
forſaketh not bis ſaints, they are preſerved fir 
ever. Behold the Goodneſs of God to them 
that ſerve him! He makes them impregna- 
ble againſt all the malice of their Enemies: 
tis true they may ſometimes want the exter- 
nal appearances of Felicity, but yet they 
are never without that inward” peace and 
ſerenity of Mind, which will ſeaſon their 


Alfflictions with ſatisfactiqn and complacen- 


cy. For it is a conſtant priviledge of their 
Innocence, tho' the World frowus, and their 
Condition be ever fo deſpicable, to have a 
ſure recourſe to a gracious God, who hath 
engag'd himſelf to be an all. ſufficient oy 
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lian to them and their Children. So will he 
deal with them that fear him; their ſeed ſhall 
be mighty upon the car th, and the generation of 
the faithfi ul ſhall be bleſſed, Þ ſal. 1I2. 2. But 
mark the contrary, what terrible Plagues 
are decreed againſt the wicked Man: he is 
not only overwhelm'd in Deſtruction him- 
ſelf, but God lays up his miquity for his chil- 
dren, Job 21. 19. Becauſe thou +4 forſaken 
the law ef thy God, 7 will forſake thy chi- 
dren, ſaith the Lord, Hol. 4.6. Again more 
copiouſly in the Son of Syrach : The children 
if. ſinner s art abominable children ; the inbe- 
ritance of ſinners children ſhall periſh,and therr - 
poſterity ſhall have a perpetual reproach. Again, 
They, ſhall complain of an tmgodly father, be- 
cauſe they ſhall be reproached for his ſake. Wo 
% the ungodly which have forſaken the law of 
the moſt High, for if you increaſe, it ſhall be 
to your deſtrutFion, and if you be born, youſhall 
be born to @ curſe, and if you dye, a curſe ſhall 
be yoar portion, Eccl. 4144. 
22. This is the deplorable State of the 
ungodly Houſhold! Therefore if thou art an 
impenitent Sinner, conlider what Miſeries 
thou prepareſt for gheſe whom thou preten- 
delt moſt to love: for if thou remembereſt 
how many oppreſſed poor peoples Fortunes 
us ſwallow'd up in thy larger Tenements 
or Pallaces, or how many of the Fathers 
les and Widows Complaints are gone to 
57 Heaven 


30 The DUTT gf 
Heaven, to ery for Vengeance againſt the W 
and thy Generation, for thy flagitious Im / 
pieties, Injuſtiee and Opprefton f ſay, When 
this is conſider'd, What will thy wide In 
heritance, and thy hoarded Treaſures avall 
them ? Alas, the greateſt Riches is but a v 
pitiful Portion, when interwoven with { 
much Vengeance; they may indeed, [like 
Hercules's poiſon d Garment, ſerve to attract I 
the eyes of Beholders, at the ſame time tor. 
ment the Owners with languiſhing incurs. 

ble Maladies. How much better then wer. 
it for pbor Infants to be exposꝰd naked aud 
helpleſs to the World, with God's Bleſſing"! 
than to appear with all the State and Graf. 14. 
deur of the Mammon of \Untrighteouſneſs, 
under the burden of a Curſe? Is it not much 
more preferable to inherit the Vertues to-!“ 
gether with the Poverty of a good Man, 
rather than ſueeeed to the curſed Royalties 
of a Zeroboam or a Herod ? or who would 
not chooſe Zazarus's contemptible Rags, toll 
be:carreſs'd by the Love and Protection of“ 
Heaven, before the Riches of Dives, with“! 
all his coſtly Attire, to be forſaken to the!“ 
mereileſs fury of Hell, Remember this 
and if thou haſt any tenderneſs to the dear 
Off ſpring of thy own Loyns, if thou wouldlt 
eſpouſe them to the Favour and Guardian: 
ſhip of the bleſſed Angels, and if thou 
wouldſt reſcue them from the ang 
nne rat 


 Honſbold-Governours. © 
Wrath of a jealous God, that vi/its the Jins 


of the fathers upon the children io the third 


and fourth generation of them that hate bim; 
then apply thy ſelf in ſincerity and good 
earneſt to His Service, who hath vow'd to 
be merciful to thouſandi of them that love him 
md keep his commandments.This is, I think, 
ſufficiently convincing,to ſhew how ſtrictly 


Heads of Families are obligd to practice 
ind encourage Vertue in their Dwellings. 


23. But finally we may add, that it is a 


M Duty recommended by the Wiſe and Under- 


ſtanding in allAges even from the beginning 
of Time, and from the firſt being of a Family 


in the World; ſo early was the uſe of Fa- 


mily. Religion. This we gather from the Sa- 


Icrifices of Cain & Abel, who muſt have learnt 
e chis fromtheir Father's Iuſtitutions; as alſo 


by the religious Worſhip ſet up in the Houſe 
of th and Enos, who began t0 call upon the 
Name of the Lord, Gen. 4. 26. Of Noah we 
read that he was uit and perfect in his gene- 
ration, that he walked with God,; and not- 


vichitancling the luxuriant progreſs of Im- 


piety in his time, which was ſo provoking. 
2s that it repented the Lord to have created 
Man upon the Earth; yet he preſerv'd him- 
ſelf untainted, he comply'd not with the 


u. hameful degeneracy and defection of the 


Age, for he was not debauch'd or drown'd 
in that Deluge of Uncleanneſs that over- 


ſpread 


% 


: 
” 
: 
* 


Fe; 13 


* 
— — — — 
— T 


_— 


_—_— 


= 
i —— 
2 EC OOO. re ES Irs YM 


ſpread the Earth, and like a ſtedfaſtly pions 
Governour, be was not aſham'd to be the 
ſingle Man, that brought up his Generation 
in the Service of God; for which he after. 
. wards recetv'd the ſingular Bleſſing of a de. 
liverance to himſelf and his Houſhold from 
the Deſtruction of Waters. For thee have J 
ſeen righteous (ſaith the Lord) before me in 
this generation. Faithful Abraham and Lot 
_ alſo were eminently pious themſelves, and 
as diligent to ſanctify their Houſes to be 
Seminaries of Vertue and Religion. The 
former, tho' he was a wealthy and potent 
Prince, did not (as ſome pitiful Worldlings 
ol our times) think it beneath him to be a 
Prieſt in his Family, for he built an Altar 
unto the Lord, call d upon the Name of the 
Everlaſting, and offer'd up a Sacrifice; net- 
ther did he think it a trouble or diſparage- 
ment to inſtil Principles and Holineſs into 
his Children and thoſe about him, as is ma- 
niſeſt from the noble Character given him, 
Gen, 18. 19. J know him (ſaith the Lord) fa 
that be will command his children, and hi; G 
bouſhold after him, and they ſhall keep the © 
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ways of the Lord, to do 2 and jtudgmeni c 
This engag'd che great Rewarder of Vertue 1 


to enſure him, Hat he ſhould become a grea 
and mighty nation, and that all the nations of 0 
the earth ſbould be bleſſed in him. And of , 


again it 15 very remarkable, tho* he iv d in 


+. 


a ſink of Uncleinneſs, among Epicures that 


committed the vileſt Abominations, even in 


Sodom, | whoſe: monſtrous Impieties cried 


aloud to Heaven for Deſtruction; that yer 
in this ſpreadingiplague; and infection of 
Sin, in a populous: City, where he was left 
alone to defend Vertue, he ſtill had the cou- 
rage to rule his own Houſe» n the fear of 
Cod, to maintain his Character, and to re- 
prove the leud and filthy bebaviour of his neigh- 
bours.' For this he was ſo conſider'd, that 


he had a guard of Angels, to conduct him 


and his Children to a Zoar of ſafety, when 
all the ſinful Sadamites were buryd in wrath- 
ful ſhowers of Brimſtone and Fire. How 


heroick and pious was the Carriage of Foſbua, 


tho'a 2 — an . 
et (as was ſhewn) he engag d or him{e; 
= 95 houſhold that they 40 ſerve = 
Lord. So did * godly Job, he: ſanttified his 
children in the morning, and offered 
ſacrifices, according to the number of tbem all ; 
and thus he purity'd them, te had curſed 
Cod in their hearts. And to omit particulars, 
all good Men did then officiate as Prieſts in 
their own (Houſes, ſanctifying them (pub. 


lick Worſhip being probably yer unſettled) 


as Churches by a due obſervance of Religious 
Ordinances: ws) , e | 
24. Again, leſt it ſhould be thought that 
the ſettlement of publick Celebrations _ 
per- 


E 


= 
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ſuperſede the wonted Courſe of Family. Re. 
ligion, we find that devout Houſe-keepers 
took the ſame care ſince as before, often aſ- 
ſuming Levuites (as being of the Order of the 
Prieſthood) to aſſiſt them in the ditcharge 
of it. How particular their care was, may 
be gather'd' from the illuſtrious Example of 
the Royal Prophet. The publick Concerns 
and Anxiety of a Kingdom, the Pomp and 
Attendance of a Court, with all the enſna. 
Ting Delights and Pleaſures of ſo tempiig 
a Station, could not divert him from being 
conſtant and ſtrict in the Government of his 
Houſe. To this end, as it became a wife 
Man, he began with himſelf, and refoly'd 
firſt to make his own ways exemplary. 17 
will behave my ſelf wiſely in a perfect way:; 
J will wall within my bouſe with a perfett 
heart; I will ſet no evil thing before my eyes, 
 P/al. 101. 2, 3. As much as to ſay, I Will 
exerciſe my ſelf daily in the Law of the 
Lord, and make my ſelf an unexceptionable 
pattern, ſafe to be imitated by all about me. 
Having thus cleanſed his own Heart, and 
made Religion his beſt delight, he proceeds 
to in force it to the ſolemn Obſervance of 


% 


his Relative. 105 
To his Son he thus devontly addreſſes him- 
ſelf. Thou, Solomon, my ſon, know thou ile 
God of thy fathers, ſerve him with a perfet? 
Heart i willing mind ; for the Lord ſearch- 
eth 


i * 


1 35 
eth all hearts," aui egen the imir 


ah e the thoughts"; if chou hard bim le 


will be. 9 but if thou'forſake bim 
he will caſt thee off for ever, 2 Qhiton' 28. 9. 
As to the reſt of his Family he declares, that 
if yay did not ſerve God, they ſhould not 
ſerve Him. A fratward heart ſball (depart from 
me, I will not — a wicked perſon , he that 
wor le rh deceit ſhall not dwell in my honje ; he 
that * telteth yes ſball not tarry in ws fo ihr, 
2. to A 12755 Oh! the bleſſed Zea ande Re- 

Pluton cf 2 good Man! he will abide no 
indignity againſt his God, he will — 
no finful Wrecches, none of Satan's Aecom. 
plices under his Roof. And what a world of 
Good might be done, if our Honſbols Cover. 
nours had the ſame tender concerfH for the 
good of Religion? how ſoon would the over- 
grown Montier of Sin evigorate and dye? 
Me how ſoon would Piety revive und fſou- 
riſh, if they were 'thus careful to lop off 
the rotten Branches, and to banifhfrom a- 
mong them the contagious workers of Ini- 
quit >, by this means it might be hop d that 
the black Legions of Perdition would loſe 
much of theilt Traffiek, and forſake the 

Earth, if they found it chus inhoſpitable. 
Tis true, the unuſualneſs or pretended 
difficulty of this Duty, doth often deaden 

the purſuit of it in popular and diffident per- 

ſons; for ſome there are of fo mueh Man- 
D 2 ners 


Generals, and Head - Governours of the molt 
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ners or Complaiſance, as to be diſcourag d 
and to bluſh: at a ſingularity upon Vertye's 
ſide. They ſeldom ſee their Neighbours call 
their Family to Prayers, or to inſtruct their 
Children; and when they are abroad, they 
find other peoples Houſes as empty of Re. 
ligion as their own: W$eeupon they weakly 
think themſelves liable te the reproach of 
Affectation or Phanaticiſm, if they maintain 
a greater Zeal for Devotion than their un- 
godly Neighbourhood. But is there any one fo 
ſottiſh as to forego his worldly Affairs, upon 
the ſcore of other Mens negligence; nay, 
ſuppoſe a whole Country ſhould prodiga y 
calt away their Lives and Fortunes, will any 
one be aſham d of the ſingularity of keeping 
his Family from Beggary, or of ſaving his 
Lite from the Gibbet, becauſe his Neigh- 
bours have caſt away both? Alas why then 
are we ſo partial with regard to our Souls? 
It is not in the power of Cuſtom or Ac- 
quaintance to make it prudence to follow a 
Multitude to the Gallows ; why then ſhould 
we be ſo much the more ſottiſh, as out of 
deference. to, quality | or number, to follow 


them into Hell? Beſides, if we are thus go- 


vern'd by Examples, let us take up (not with 
the degeneracy or the dregs of Mankind,) 
but with the beſt and moſt illuſtrious Perſo- 
nages; and I have ſhewa you, that Princes, 
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undoubted Worth and Reputation, have 
thought it their Glory and their Intereſt, 
both to be godly themſelves, and to oblige 


their Houſholds to be ſo alſo. Laſtly, if you 


be deficient in your Duty, and aſham'd to he 
godly becauſe others are not ſo, remember 
that ſevere threatning of our Lord, that of 
them who are aſhamed of him before men, be 
will alſo be aſhamed before his father and his 
holy angels. . | MUNLTIONLL 4995! £167 

Again, as to the difficulty conceiv'd, upon 
what reaſon may it be grounded, ſeeing it 
has been the familiar practice of all Ranks 
and Conditions of Men? Art thou fatigued 
with the trouble and attendance of State 
Affairs; and was not King David (who was 
ſo very care ful of his Family) under the ſame 
perplexities ? Do the Avocations and Ma- 
nagement of thy Wealth and Riches inter- 
rupt thee ? Abraham and Job had Riches in 
abundance, but yet they found tune enough 
to ſettle Religion in their Houſes: Art thou 
beſet with the Licence and Temptations of 


2 Souldier ? why ſo was pious Joſbua, who | 


ſo particularly vouch'd to make his Family 
religious. Art thou oppreſs'd with Poverty 
and Affliction, and ſo ſtraitned in thy time, 
that thou canſt not be at leiſure for Religion? 
but did Poverty divert holy Zob, or rather 
did not his Afflictions make him more ſted- 


laſt in his Obedience? Finally, Art thou 
D 3 planted 
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planted in an ill Neighbourhood, that make 
a mock of all Religion, and would laugh and 
jeer thee out of thy Duty ?/ and with: what 
flouts and ſcoffs (think ye) muſt the Sogomtes 
Have treated Lot and yet he thought Re. 
ligion of that importance, that he might 
reſolutely venture to be ſingular in the 
practice of it. chen zer ot Ne 
By theſe Examples we ſee that under the 
Moſaical Diſpenſation, Men of Wiſdom and 
Piety have ſolemnly oblig'd themſelves to 
be upright and devout, thereby to bring 
Righteouſneſs in eſteem: with their -Dome- 
flicks. And in the primitive Ages of the 
Goſpel, we ſhall find that good Men were 
affected with the fame lively ſence of then 
Duty. It is the Teſtimony of Cornelius, that 
he was a devout man, one that feared Cod uit 
all his houſe, that he gave much alms to the 
people, and prayed to God alway, Acts 10. 2 
Thus when the good Maſter himſelf became 
devout and charitable, ' the comelineſs and 
charms of his Behaviour happily converted 
all that were under the influence of his Ex. 
ample. The like good Endeavour ſucceeded 
with Cr:ſpas the chief Ruler of the Syna- 
gogue, and with many others; of whom it 
is {a1d, that he believed in God with all then 
| bouſes. Again, it is frequently found in the 
Apoſtles W ritings, that many private Fa. 
milies were called Churches, by n 
2 ̃ by tne 


* Stidingfleer's Anti · of the Brit. Churches, p. 185; - 
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their conſtant obſervance of Religious Du- 
tien An id Mor; ant oumaot tires e 

Their Zeal and Diligence in this Affair at 
length advanc'd to that degree, as that ſome 
Chriſtians were ſo ſtrict in their Houſes, as 
to ſequeſter themſelves from the common 
Employments of the World, (which was 
the origine of Monaſteries,) and made it 
their chief Buſineſs next to their Devotion, 
to ſtudy the Scriptures, and to inſtruct their 
Houſhold therein. Thus did Pammachius, 
Paulinas, Demetrius, Melania, with her Fa- 
mily, and others. Oh the unfeigned ſincere 
Piery of the primitive Chriſtians ! they were 
diſheartned at no Fatigues in doing good; 
and ſo real was their Charity and Concern 
for the Intereſt of Mens Souls, as that they 
look d upon themſelves to be Miniſters of 
their ſeveral Houſholds, as if they were ſo 
many Diſtricts or Pariſhes, wherein they 
were to be accountable for the Care of Souls. 

Nay they were not ſatisfy'd to confine 
their care to their own Houſes, but ſtriv'd 
to appear openly unexceptionable and inno- 
cent, to influence an ungodly Neighbour- 
hood; and thus is it obſerv'd of S. Ambroſe 
the good Biſhop of Milain, he always =_m 
way that any one might come and fee him 
in his Houſe, not doubting but that the fe. 
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Action. Thus, like the famous Roman Ma- 
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rious Affairs they ſhonld find him upon, 
would ſecure him from diſturbance. The 
like 1s reported of charitable Aacius, he 


kept open Houſe, that any one might at any 
time ſurprize him, if engag'd in an indecent 


giſtrate, who delir'd his Houſe ſhould be 
contriv'd ſo open, that nothing might be 
acted therein that was not fit for publick 
view. The Chriſtians. of theſe days did ſo 
manage their private Houſes, as to make 
them worthy the imitation of a City; and 
ſo employ their time when alone and in ſe- 
cret, as if they had been in the open view 
of the World. And this was net the Pra- 
ctice only of ſome of the more refin'd or 
learn'd ſort of them, but even of the poor 
Labourers and Tradeſmen, who having had 


Religion inſtill'd to them betimes, delighted 


themſelves in Divine Hymns and Contem- 
plations at their ordinary Labours and Re- 


' creations; ſo that one of the Ancients, re- 


lateth, © Yon could not go out into the Fields 
but yon might hear the Plowman at his 
< Hallelujahs, the Mower at his Hymns, and 
< the Vane-drefler finging David's. Plalms. 
But what if this good Man had now the liber- 
ty of looking abroad in the World, what miſe- 


rable changes in Chriſtianity would he meet 


with ! where ſhould he go to hear the People 
that ſollace their Labqurs with Hymns and 


25 Divine 
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bivine Praiſes ? Alas his Sentence would be 


now revers'd * Here is one at his leua Songs, 


there is another Swearing and Banning, and 
there is a third at his prophane Raillery.” The 


F 

parent is now no more concern'd to make 
Inis Child che Child of God, and the Gover. 
Inour has laid aſide the care of furthering the 
: Malvation of his People. But to forbear 
© cheſe uncomfortable compariſons, let God and 
heir own Conſciences judge how forward 
> Mor deficient they are herein. However, I 
| hope they may be convinc'd, by what was 
- Mpccmis'd, that it is a Charge indiſpenſibly in- 
cumbent upon them to be Upright and Ir- 


1 
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Corruption be a means to ſoil and deprave 
others, uin! 2 Sis 25547 31.01 
Nay if Eternal Salvation had not been ſo 
clolely concern d in it, yet is it the Intereſt 
of good Governours to demean themſelves 
ſoberly and diſcreetly, thereby to cheriſh 
Honeſty and good Manners, for the peace and 
proſperity of the Commonwealth. For pri- 
vate Houſes are the Nurſeries of the State, 
and ought to be a kind of private Schools, 
to lay the Rudiments of Social and Moral 
ertues, of Obedience, Honeſty and Induſtry; 
or without doubt Men will: be good or ill 
Subjects, pernicious or profitable to the Pub- 
lick, from what they have learnt to practice 
at home. s 

c On 
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reprovable in their Converſation, leſt their 
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On this Conſide ration the very Heathen, 
thought it requiſite, that all who had the 
Superintendeney of Domeſticks, ſhould apply 
their utmoſt care and adyertency to promote 
Vertue and good Living: becauſe (as Ari/toth 
in his Politics obſerves) the dignity and 
ſucceſs of publick Government depends upos 
the private Managery of Families. And 
truly it is very probable, that it was their 
excellent Method and Severity in this Aﬀair, 
that exalted the Crecian Cities to their high 
Eſteem and Emineney, and that made then 
abound with Perſons of that ' renownd 
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Such was the efficacy of Religion, to credit 
and countenance their Laws. Hence private 
Families worſhiꝑ d Houſhold- Gods, or Laxes, 
who (as they believ'd) were Guardian Dei- 
ties, that preſided over and proſper d their 
Affairs, while they behav:d- themſelves up- 
rightly. In this we ſee theit good and pious 
Diſpoſition, and tho we are now better en- 


lighten d, (to Cod be the glo ry,) thanto be- | 


lieve ſuch a Multiplicity of Deities, yet ſo 
far we may ſafely go along with them, as to 
believe, that the great Ruler of Spirits doth 
ſend his Tutelar Powers to protect the Up- 
right. St. Paul experience d it; the 2 
of the Lord that ſtood by him in the Ni 


the enſuing dangers: Daniels Angel ſecur d 
him from the Liaus Den; and we are told 


Y that it is one of the Offices of thoſe Heaven- 


y Hoſts, to miniſter to che Salvation of the 


Saints; from whence we may be aſſur d, 


that all Religious Families have Guards from 
Heaven, miniſtring Spirits that reſide among 
us, that fenſe us againſt the Emiſſaries of 
Hell, watch over us night and day, move us 
forward to good Works, re joyce and triumph 
in ſeeing us manfully reſiſt our Ghoſtly E- 
nemies, and are always at hand to ſuccout 
us while we walk in the Law of the Lord. 
But when once we give way to Irreligion, 
what grief and concern do we 3 

thoſe 


ght, 
Ml 45. 27. 23. foxetold his , deliverance fram 
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thoſe our kind and compaſhonate Guardians; 
with what pity do they lament at our fail: 
ings, with what impatience do they hear 
the noiſe of our Swearing, Curling and Ly: 
ing; and how are they forc'd at the continual 
fight of our Intemperance, Uneleanneſs and 
Injuſtice, to forſake our habitations, as they 
did the Temple of Jeruſalem upon the Pro- 
phanation of it? When by this means they 
are bani{h'd from among us, what can we 
expect but fearful Calamities and DeſtruQi- 
on, as being open to the Temptations and 
Snares of theſe Armies of malicious Spirits, 
that are in wait to de vour us? So that upon 
this thought (methinks) a Man ſhould ſtrive 
to make his Family vertuous, that he may 
provoke Heaven to bleſs him, to continue 
a Guard of Angels to arm him againſt the 
inviſible Powers of Darkneſs. 0 
But to proceed: Such was the care of 
Har ta for the good Regulation of Families, 
as that it was look ' d after by the Publick: 
and that it might not be neglected, Their 
Elders had it allow d them as a peculiar Pri- 
* viledge due to heir Age and Wiſdom, not 
only to have a Paternal Authority over 
* their own Children and Servants, but over 
*thoſe of their Neighbours too, as if they 
*werea part of their own Family and Pro: 
*priety ; that ſo in general there might bea 
* mutual Care and an united[ntereſt zealouſly 
49 carry'd 
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(carry'd on betwixt them, for the private 
good of every one in particular as well as 
(of the Publick. Plat. de M. Laced. Cicero 
teſtifies alſo of the Roman Diſcipline, That 
(for Inſtitutions. for the Conduct of their 
Lives, for the civil Behaviour and Educa- 
tion of their Children, and for the well 
Management of Family Concerns, as well 
s for thoſe of the State, they were not in- 
ferior to the learned Grecians. To this I 
might ſubjoyn farther references of the like 
Obligations laid by other wiſe Governments, 
for the private Regulation of Families, but 
that we want no Precedents in a caſe, when 
Reaſon ſpeaks ſo plain to our purpoſe, as 
that we may dare be confident, that no King- 
dom or State in the World may ever arrive 
to the ſettled Practice of what is good and 
commendable, and conſequently never be- 
come great or flouriſhing, unleſs Parents and 
Maſters diſcharge their Duties by ſeaſoning 
thoſe they govern mk od Principles, and 
make them ſenſible and obſervant of the 
Offices due to God and Man. In the mean 
time if we reflect upon it, how great a dif; 
parage ment and ſcandal is this to heedleſs 
immoral Chriſtians, to hear (as was men- 
ton'd) an Idolatrous Heathen boaſt of the 
Excellency of Infidels, that they were car- 
cumſpect over the Behaviour and Education 
of ſuch as belong'd to them, and very regu- 
ar 


46 me Tr 
lar in their Family Concerns; yet that thete 
ſhould be ſome among us, in this clear Gul. 
pekVight, that glory and triumph in Vier 
that are ſupine and negligent of the Man. 
ners and Inſtruction of their little ones, ah 
no further concern'd for the reſt of then 
Honſhold, than for Beaſts of Service; "for 
which moſt reproachful bom = let then 


expect one Day to come to a melancholy and 
difmal Account. 3 


But oh that we would be wife and prevent” 
the Irrecoverable and fearful Miſcarriage oſ"" 
that Day! To that end (I defire'you) calm, 
conſider the Obligations that 1 have Th: | 
ſtanc d. Ought not Superiours, were 1t bot 
in gratitude for their Advancement, to bt 
folemnly conſcientious in obeying the Ot. , 
dinatices of God? Ought not they, for when 
Laws and Religion have made the beſt Pro.!“ 
viſion, to countenance and practice thefe 
Sanctions that ſüpport them? Ought "note 
they who beſt know their Duty, to be the 7 
molt punctuał in the Exerciſe of it? Ought | 
not the ripe in Years and Experience to ados 
their Lives with exemplary Gravity and Ho. 
lineſs? Onght not they who have Trull 
and Authority repos'd in them, to be. trut 
and faithful in the diſcharge of it? Laſtly, 
Should not Parents endeavonr to entail 
Bleſſing, and not a Curſe to their Poſteritj 
and Thould not every Chriſtian oo" 
* rixe 
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ive to bring up thoſe under his ſubjection, 
o be good Chriſtians and good Subjects, 10 


far God and to bonour the Ang; Now, ay; 
i{ theſe things are to be done by Perſons 


hus entruſted and qualify d, then are they 
ne Duties of all Maſters of Families, who 
with relation te their own Houſes, are moſt- 
or always inyeſted with them. So that 
their ſeveral eireumſtances of being Supe+ 
nors, Parents, Governours, Maſters, G. a te 
ſo many Talents and Stewardſhips lodge d 
with them, for the good or ill Management 
whereof they mult be anſwerdble to thei 
great Maſter which is in Heaven. 

It is not to be expreſs'd what good a 
Houſe-keeper may do, by the due execution 
of his Truſt. Zuos in the old World, and 
Arabam after the Deluge laid the founda- 
tion of the Church, by eſtabliſhing Religion 
in their private Houſes : from ſo narrow a 
compaſs at firſt did this great Blefling pro- 
pagate it ſelf, to the comfort and ſalvation 
of the whole Earth. Mob, by keeping a re- 
ligious Houſhold, ſaved the World from de- 


ſttruction. How great a Bleſſing and Deliver- 


ance were the Family of the Macchabees to 
the Zewrſh Nation; and how much were the 
Glories and the Triumphs of | Rome indebt. 
ed to the Sipio's, the Fabii, and a few other 
Families? The miſchief ariſing alſo from a 
few ill manag'd People, is no leſs remark- 

able. 


** * be; 
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the whole Congregation. Ungodly E¹h \ 

Houſhold was the origine of the impiou © 

Eabmites. Unhappy Domitius, and curſed | 
0 
k 


Arippina, foſter d up according to their 
— iction, a Monſter to be the Plague 
and Nuſance of a large Empire. Nay,” ! 
were infinite to mention all the Maſſacres, t 
Ruins, Burnings, Depopulation of Cities, 
Overthrows of Law, Schiſms, Hereſies, and 
De vaſtationof Kingdoms, that have all derived 
beginnings from the Malignity of one il 
Family or other. And 1t 1s not the Potent 
and the Wealthy only that are thus power. 
fully wicked; for as one ſparkle may inflame 
2 City, who is that Houſe-keeper however 
deſpicable, that may not ſet forth ſuch an 
untractable number, either in Principles ot 
Practices, as may annoy our Commence and 
Society, and be a grievance and misfortune 


to a whole Country. n 
Now from what is premis'd, I concluded 
my ficſt Propoſition ſufficiently prov d, name. {l 
ly, That Heads of Families are under mani: U 
fold, ſtrong and eee ae From *! 
God and Man, of being ſtrictly vertuous in 4 


their own Perſons, and of tempering their 1? 
Conduct, with the Wiſdom of the Serpent, 
and the Innocence of the Dove, that they fa 
may de a fit pattern for others to follow 
them. I have been the more earneſt and 
in. 
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intent in urging of this, for unleſs Example 
will be laid as foundation, tis forlorn hopes, 
expecting they ſhould do good to othets, as 
having neither a right cin, not will to 
others. But when they themſel ves beeome 


geligious, there is no fear (for all Goodneſs 


is communicative) but that they will addreſs 
themſelves to reform others. For your Di- 
rection, and to excite your Induſtry, the 
remainder of this Diſcourſe will be td ſhew 
the Obligations, and the Method of bring - 
ing up your Domeſticks in the fear and ſer - 
vice of the Lord. 1112 
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Arents originally (tis confeſs' d] have 

had the Authority of Kings and Prieſts 

in their own Houſes; and for the due Exe- 


ay, that Parents ſhould be Judges and Dicta- 
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50 The DUTT of 
tors in all Matters and Cauſes that concern d 
their Families, or that domeſtick and publick 
Juriſdictions are diſtindt. No, we are to 
anderſtand the one as fubordinated to the 
other; and that tho' Parents are the ſupreme 
Powers in their own Houſes, they are to act 
ſubſerviently, and in conformity to the pub- 
lick Powers, ſacred and civil, that are or- 
dain'd over them, Yet as Kings they ſhould 
give Preſcriptions of good Morals, and ſee 
them obey'd; encouraging the Towardly and 
Obedient, and puniſhing the Refractory and 
Perverſe. As Prieſts alſo (excepting in the 
Offices of Abſolution and Adminiſtration of 
Sacraments, which have, from the Ordination 
of the Levites, been appropriated to the 
Prieſt-order) they are to offer up the daily I , 
Sacrifices of Prayer, to read the Scriptures, iſ , 
and to direct and inſtruct their Houſhold in 
the Ordinances of God. This is the Charge,  , 

I 
t 
E 

| 


thele are the Offices they are principally o- 

blig'd unto. Whereas we generally fee, that 

Food and Raiment are 1 to be the 

only Neceſſaries of a Family, as if we pro- 
vided for Men and Beaſts alike, only with g 
ſomething to warm and pamper the Carcaſs, f 
not minding the ſolemn Charge that lies on 
the former, to ſecure the Salvation of their 
Souls. Where a Houſe is thus palpably neg- 
lected, it will almoſt of neceſſity become a 
thoughtleſs Company of Infidels, a kind of 


2 
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2 Hell upon Earth, abandon d to all manner 
of Impieties, where nothing will be more 
familiar than the execrable yellings of Oaths 
Raillery and * at the beſt, the 
World will be their God, and they will pur- 
ſue it with all the ſubtle Artifices of Rapine, 
Theft and Injuſtice. But allow they are not 
ſo groſly prophane, and that they ſometimes 
have good words in their Mouths, and will 
ſuggeſt religious Admanitions; yet this is 
done ſo rarely, fo faintly and cold, as if it 
were a Matter of no great moment, tho' neg- 
lected. Theſe People are much of a temper 
with thoſe of whom the Fealben Meora/: 
complains, that they took Vertue to he only 
a matter * pn _ — . to be _ 
or praQtis'd: ſo Religion fares, it 
many to commend and ſpeak well of it, 
without any notice whether it be ever re- 
carded in Converſation. Thus inconlfide- 
rate, liſtleſs and trifling are fome Men in 
the great concern of Vertue and Kiernal 
Happaneſs : it is by this pernicions flackneſs 
that they have looſen d the Man of Sin, and 
given life and vigour to Immorality to oyer- 
ſpread the Land. May God in his Mercy 
raiſe us out of this finful Lethargy, and a- 
vaken our Conſciences, to think of a feaſon- 
able Remedy for this fore Evil ; and more- 
over may he direct us to conſider, that a Re- 
formation is in vain to be fonght ſor, till 
E22 ve. 
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we more ſeriouſly attend to the ſo long neg- 
lected Duties of good Goverument, even in 
ꝓrivatd Heuſes. b lime 
That we may proceed with ſome Method 
to ſhew wherein it conſiſts, there are ſome 
things to be conſider d extenſively, as gene: 
ral Offices concerning the whole Houſhold 
together, others that are a kind of (peculiar 
Obligations to the particular Members of it. 
We are to begin with the former: but 
before we ſpeak to the Meaſures to be taken 
for their improvement in Spirituals, (which 
is the purpoſe of this Treatiſe] by the way 
it may not be improper to mind them, that 
as provident Fathers they are requir'd to 
ſupply their Families with the temporal Ac. 
commodations of this Life. They are the 
Heads of their reſpective Families, and ſuch 
as are under them are their Political Mem- 
bers, either deriv'd from them, or employ d 
in their Services, and therefore they are 
bound to maintain them. This is an Obli⸗ 
gation writ ſo plain in the Laws of Nature, 
as that no Infidels were barbarous enough to 
think themſelves exempted from it: ſo the 
Apoſtle ſays; x Tim. 5.8. f any provide not 
for his own, eſpecially thoſe of his own: houſe, 
he 1s worſe than an [nfidel. And we may add, 
worſe than the worlt of Savages, Wolves or 
Tygers, who tenderly nouriſh up their own, 
to the reproach of the Careleſs, who _ 

che it 
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Houſbold-Governours.. 53 
heir time idly, When they, süd be 
etting Bread for their Children And of 
the ſenſual Prodigal, who riots that away in 
Luxury, Drinking and Gameing, wich 
ſhould be the life, the nourjſhmenr, che ſuß⸗ 
port and comfort 'of their Houſes?; for how 
"food is that thrown away upon one Nights 
Revelling, which might have been a Hand- 
ſome Maintenance for a Famil for ſeveral 
days together ? thus ſome are ſtarvd by the 
Exceſſes of Debauchery: Others groan under 
the like Grievances,as being rather tantal iz d 
and mock d, than fed by the ſcanty Pittances 
of their worldly and tenacious Maſters. For 
there are ſome ſuch Earth- worms, whoſe 
Deſires are as voracious as Hell, h raving 
with the Horſe- leecb, give, give! And though 
God gives them Riches in  bunkdaio they 
labour under that ſore Evil, wherein they 
have not the power to eat "thereof Like 
the Churl in the Fable, they can neither 
enjoy it themſelves, nor give the Enjoy- 
ment to others. 80 that tho they have much 
in ſtore, yet it is ſuch an uſeleſs Treaſure, 
as will not afford any redreſs tothe Poor; 
no, nor à liberal Education to their own 
Children, nor decent Con veniences to their 
Houſes, but is laid u up 70 their own” hurt, 
or for a fon (in Solomon's Phraſe) that has no- 
thing in his band. Howe ver, they are ſo eager 
in chaſe of this Vanity, as that Heaven or 
429 E 3 =. 2 


Hell, Death or Judgment, are never thought 
of; they don't ſeem to reflect upon the Ac. 
count that will be exacted, of what good 


they have brought up religiouſly ? or what 
Poor they reliev'd ? No, the only buſineſs is 
to add houſe to houſe, field to field, to lade tbem. 
ſelves with thick clay, and to heap up Lum. 
ber here, as if this was to be their Eternal 
Reſidence. And this is the curſed end of all 
their Cares: I ſay, curſed and ſinful ; for 
tho' they are bound by all juſt Means, to en- 
deavour an honeſt Maintenance for them- 
ſelves and their Dependants, yet Men ſhould 
be ſo far from making it their only Buſineſs, 
as that, they ſhould not permit the anxiety 
of it to diſturb, or prejudice the concerns 
of their Souls; EI, that unleſs we 
ſerve God, who alone is able to bleſs and 
| proſper our Endeavours, it uill be in vain t0 
riſe up early, or late to take our reft ; but if 
we firff ſeek the r F God, then by 
our honelt Induſtry and his Bleſſing, 1 7heſe 
things ſhall be added unto them. J often with 
ſfatisfaction obſerv'd the truth of this: for 
I ſcarce ever knew a Family that was tole- 
rably religious, and had any honeſt Reputa- 
tion in the World, to be oppreſs'd with ex- 
tream Want or Neceſſity; the ſobriety, in- 
duſtry and moderation of Religion kept them 
up, while the Luxuries and Debapcheries of 


others 


they did with their Riches, what Children 
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|  Hovuſbold-Governours. 35 | 
others run them out; the bounty of ſome | 
charitable Neighbours would ſuſtain them, 
which would not be granted to the Vicious 
and Laviſh; or the ſecret hand of Provi- 
dence would ſurprizingly relieve them, 
while the Ungodly were forſaken tothe Con- 
ſequences of their Vices. TYLER: 
For this reaſon a wiſe Man will make it his 
principal and chief Study, to act the part of 
a Ghoſtly Father, and nurſe up his Family 
with the food of Heaven, in exhibiting e- 
difying Inſtructions, that is, the ſacred know- 
ledge of Good and Evil. In the earlieſt 
times the Tenets of Religion, with whatſo- 
ever Elſe was of venerable Uſe, was pre- 
ſerv'd to Polterity by this kind of lively tra- 
ditional Inſtitutions. . It was the means 
whereby the Zgyprians convey'd down their 
hidden Divinity; and before them, the Pa- 
triarchs were us d to aſſemble their Genera- 
tions about them, to let them know the 
wonderful Works of God from the days of 
old. Afterwards it was a Sanction of the 
Moſaical Law, given in Charge to every 
Family-Governour, Deut. 3 1. 12. Garber thy 
people tage tber men, women and chilaren, and 
the ſtramger that is within thy gates, that they 
may hear, and learn, one Jeu the apt dr. 
God, obſerve to do all the words of his 
law. 2 they were ſo zealous in 
the Execution of this Command, as that in 
E 4 their 


their Labours, in their ſournies, at theit 
leiſute hours, at home and abroad, they 
made it their Buſineſs, by diſcourſing of the 
Divine Providence; and his great Deliver. 
ances of, and Favours to their Nation, to a. 
waken the ſence of a Deity in thoſe that be- 
long'd to them; and by relating his never. 
failing Mercies, to bring them to an entire 
reſignation of themſelves to the Divine 
Will. This did moſt powerfully affect them 
with a ſence of Religion, and ennoble their 
Deſires, to ſeek after the Graces of the ſu. 
perior World; and how fueceſsful a Method 
it was to advance their Knowledge, may be 
co from Joſephus's teſtimony, LC. App. 
. 2.] that their Women and Children could 
anſwer as readily to the Queſtions of the 
Law, as to their own Names 
Now, tho' the bleſſed Communications of 
Books have in a great meaſure eas'd us from 
this pains, yet by reaſon of the weak Capa- 
cities of many, and for the more effectual 
Obedience that the Oral Precepts, eſpecially 
of ſuch as are in Authority, are like to meet 
with, this Duty is not, to be omitted, as 
being of unſpeakable Uſe and Benefit: fot 
the Advice and Direction of a ſerious Pa- 
rent or Maſter, will be much ſooner taken 
notice of, than the Informations of the Prefs 
or the Pulpit; ot it may be 2 good Book 
they don't underſtand, and their 3 
W 3 they 
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they don't eare for: in this caſe the Meiby ot 
their Honſhold-Governour muſt relieve em: 
or they are utterly undone: - But, that his 
Counſel may not be ſlighted, he muſt remem- 
ber the caution we have been all along in- 
culcating, that he make his own Life the 
Pattern of his Inſtructions. When good In- 
ſtitutions are thus manag'd, they have (ſays 
Cregory) a double warrant, the authority of 
Reaſon and Example. But, when a wicked 
Perſon would feign be more ſolicitous for 
other Mens Souls than his own, and points 
them the way to Heaven, while he himſelf 
is upon the broad way to Hell, this looks 
like the Preaching of the Devil, a ſcurrilous 
kind of Mockery, a very frivolous and fruit- 
leſs Cant; for they will never be believ'd, 
that-what they command is either neceſſary 
or convenient, while their Tongues! and 
Actions are at fo wide a diſtance”: like a fonl 
Conduit that poiſons the cleareſt Stteams; 
ſo their very Breath doth taint and preju- 
dice the Inſtructions they would © enforce, 
and cauſe the ways of truth to be evil ſpoten of. 
And therefore, unto the wicked God faith, 
IVhat haſt thou to do 10 qeclare my ſtatutes, or 
that thou ſhouldeſt take my covenant in thy 
mouth? ſec ing thou hateſt inſtruction, and caſte 

my words behind thee, Pſal o. 16, 117. 
Every one is apt enough to condemn this 
in the caſe of a Miniſter, and why — 
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58 
the Head of a Family, who is not only z 


the more likely to betray them. To ſum up 


be the prevailing Inſtruction. However, 


25 Followers; would this reclaim and re. 


Sin; one Sinner can hardly put another out 


Man will ſtrangle Vice, and ſmother ill De. 
fires; and therefore in all probability his In- Ant 


The DUTT of © 
Prieſt to inſtruct, but a Magiſtrate to puniſh W 
Miſdemeanors in his Houſhold ; and there. 
fore the more likely to be follow'd at home, 
than a Biſhop in his Dioceſe, or a Presbytet il 


in his Pariſh. Of the contrary, if his Action: 
are inconſiſtent to his Counſels, he will be: 


all, it will be evident to every one, that if 
Heaven is to be ſought for, it is as much 
one Man's intereſt as another's; and that the 
ſame Duties of Holineſs, in order to the at. 
tainment of it, muſt be equally zncumbent 
upon all, eſpecially Rulers and Guades ; and 


that it is not their Words, but their Ad ion MW! 


that declare the realit of their Thoughts: 
and therefore how ſmooth, how ſubtle ſo. 
ever their Advice may be, Example will ſtil 


allow that to check this Contagion, the vb 
cious Governour would terrify and puniſh 


orm them? No, it would be ſo far from 
that, as that he would be charg'd with In- 
Juſtice, for diſallowing ſuch things in others, 
as himſelf ſo eagerly purſues. So that it uv 
Godlineſs only that can powerfully rebuke 


of countenance, but the very looks of a good 


ſtitutions cannot but prove effectual. See- 
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Seeing now, what Obligations a Houſe- 
keeper is under, both to inſtruct his Houſhold. 
and to countenance his Inſtructions by his 
ertues; what pity is it to ſee this pious: 
Ordinance ſo much lighted and forgotten? 
las it is abſurd and vain for any one to 


o Time, or Ignorance ſhould exempt them 
from it: the former muſt be the Plea only 
of thoſe, who are wretchedly loſt to the Va. 
nity or the Cares of the World; it being 
ery hard upon God's ſide, (who is the great 
Diſpoſer of our Time) if we cannot ſpare a 
four-and-twentieth, rather than forbear an 
ignt-and-fortieth part in every Day to his 


imagine, that either their pretended want: 


ts: Pervice, and the concerns of Religion: do 
ſo-MMan (I dare ſay) ever found his Pleaſures: 
till orten d, or his Buſineſs ſtraiten d, by the 
er, Minutes ſpent this way. And then as to the 


Matter, tho' there may be thouſands of poor 
creatures, who (notwithſtanding their being 
Heads of Families) are ſo ignorant and pro- 
phane, as to be utterly uncapable of teach- 
In- ing the common Articles of Faith, or the 
ers, felt Rudiments of Religion; yet the pub- 


it muſt be their own inexcuſable fault, if 
they are ſo: for our Church. doors are open, 


Ia. number of pious Books, ſuited to all Capa- 
ee. | cities: 


lick means of Knowledge is ſuch, as that 


2 ſtanding Miniſtry to Preach in them, the 
bible in our own Language, with an infinite 
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eities: And they that can be blind in ſo 
clear a Goſpel, do ſhut their Eyes to the 
light of the Sun. However, to conſult our 
Eaſe, the abilities of Reading are common 
and ordinary, and it is an intolerable ſhame 
if any Houſe be unfurniſh'd with it. Where 
this may be done, Inſtruction is eaſily ad: 


miniſtred; for it is not expected, that Men 


ſhould compoſe Lectures, and preach to their 
Families; but that they ſhould teach them 
ſome ſhort Catechiſm, and that, I think, of 
the Church of England will be the properel}, 
as being an excellent Abridgment of our 
Faith, and of the Moral Law, with a plain 


Expoſition of it. To this they ſhould read) 
as opportunity ſerves, ſome portion of Scrip- 


ture, and of other practical Books, ſuch as 
of the hole Duty of Man, Dr. Goodman; 
Paraphraſe of the Prodigal, &c. To which 
Exerciſe, if Families dedicated but a little 


time daily, before their Devotion, it would 


be a wonderful Means to enlighten their 
Underſtanding with ſpiritual Knowledge. 
For as it was an Injunction upon our Mons 
ſteries here formerly, to read daily Lectures 
of Divinity to the Society; ſo ſince every 
Houſhold ſhould be, tho' not a-Monaſtery, 
yet a religious Nurſery, it would be com. 
mendable ſo far to imitate them, as to pro- 
vide (eſpecially where there are conſidera- 
ble numbers) chat the moſt capable 1 
70 them, 
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them, who tis chop'd will be their Goyer- 
Jour, may; imptove himſelf to be the Di- 
rector and Reprover of all the reſt; and to 
perkorm Religious Offices of Prayer, Read- 
ing and Oatechiſing. But let this be every 
Man's conſtant Caution, who aſſumes this 
ad. charge, that he preſerihe ſuch wholſom 
Hen principles, as are void of Bye. inte reſt and De- 
ieirfſins ; I mean, that no man ſhould be ſo fond 
zem end partial, as: to inſtruct chem to defend a 
olf Faction, or a Party, but their Souls: not 
reſt; o be ſuperſtitious for, or againſt things in- 
our ditte rent, particular Forms pr Ceremonies, 
ain (for in this the diſcretion of the Laws we 
ad live under ſhould be our Conduct;) in a 
rip word, not in the Tenets of a Diviſion, (for 
chis were to inſpire. them with incurable 
ws MW Prejudice and Uncharitableneſs] nor in little 
ich inſignificant Poſitions; but in the weightier 
tle I matters of the Law, works of Mercy and 
old jultice, which are unexceptionably enter- 
eit N tain'd by all perſwaſions. Where fore hold- 
ge. ing to that which is neceſſary, let the A 
nx les Creed, and the Ten Commanaments; be 
res our chief Exhortational Subjects; when 
r tlicy abuſe or belie a Neighbour, put them 
1 to our Sayzour's ſtandard, Ask them whether 
m. they would be willing tobe ſervd ſo them- 
ro. N ſelves; often inculcate the great danger and 
fa. ¶ hainouſneſs of Sin, acquaint them of, Gods, 
ng Attributes, his infinite Goodneſs in ſupply- 
ing 
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e with the Enjoyments and Comfort 
of this Life, together with the Means 
Grace and the Hopes of Glory; 'acquaint 
them with his Omnipreſence, that he is «ff 
very where watching over our Actions, an( 
regiſtring them againſt the great Day of 4 
counts; and of his irreſiſtable Juſtice, where. 
by he is oblig'd to puniſh all Wickedneſ 
1 not in this Life, yet in everlaſting flame; 
hereafter. By exerciſing their Faith in 
theſe things, they will come to be real Pro 
ficients in Godlineſs, and thereby be ſure o 
the ir Reward in Heaven, which is the vlii. 
mate End and Deſign of all Religion. 
- Secondly, The good Maſter is as a faithful 
Prieſt, to offer up the daily Sacrifices of Mor: 
ning and Evening Prayer. The Scripture 
frequently ſhews, that all that ſeriouſly pro 
feſs d Divine Worſhip were very diligent 
in this Duty: In the morning and the even 
ing, and at noon-day will I pray, and that 1. 
flanthly, ſays the Royal Prophet. The ſame 
practice was repeated by the Prophet Dante, 
even when he was a Miniſter of State, ant 
incnmber'd with the weighty Concerns ol 
the Government ; nay, tho' his Devotion 
gave his Enemies the opportunity to con. 
ſpire his rune, yet could not either the 
Anxieties of the State, or the Menaces of 8 
his Foes diſturb, or terrify him out of his fi. 
ered Allegiance: for be ſtill went = 1 : 
| hone, 


une, kneeled his knee three times a: 
pre —— thants before his 2 2 


er of the cus in general, Jaſephus thus 
ellifies : 32 Sacrifices for the common 

good, we firit pray for all in common, 5 
then every one for himſelf; 2 Lo 
-MObſervance of private, as well as publi 
otion; and as the ſame * 1b adds, he 
that had the ſweeteſt ſatisfaction in thoſe 
cred Addreſſes, was eſteem d moſt er 
le unto God. 

It is further recorded of the Superer 


\falÞ{h<y divided the Day to three parts, where. 


ead the Law, and the third on their ſecu- 
ar Concerns. The Phariſees (who are ſu 

os d to be deriv d dom them) ordina nl 
pray d thrice a- day, at the hours of Nine, 
welve and Three: Joſ. de Nell. Jud. l. a. 6. 
And the Zf/cans oo the Character of being 
lo remarkably religious, and ſo very 
vant of Prayers a Na upon all 
occalions, that none would eat before a 
Bleſſing was play d for, (to the reproach of 
Fnany ſtupid Families in theſe "Devi that. 
ke ike dumb Beaſts, feed upon the good things 
of Providence, without the leaſt Acknow- 
eagment) and when they had eaten, they 
fa 

mM 3 thanks and pray'd * ; Judging it a 


1 | ind | 
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id before time, Dan. 6. 10. Of the man- 


ting or the Set of the Chaſſaim, thas 


ff bne was beſtow'd on Prayer, the next to 


obſer- 


— 
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kind of ſacrilegious Impiety, to receive an 
Mercies without a tribute of Thankſgiving 


( 

( 

This ſhews how expedient, how 4ndiſpen( « 

ble frequent Prayers were :accounted-of 2 
mong the ancient people of God, by all tha] 
pretended to any intimate ſence of Religion 
Throughout the Goſpel, there is no re 

ligious Act, that has been ſo regarded by oui. 

bleſſed Savioar's Precepts and Example, 2 

Devot ion, becauſe of the Benefit and Ad van 

tage of it againſt our Ghoſtly Enemies 

Hence it is his Charge unto al warch a 

pray; St. Paul likewiſe enjoyns us to pr, 

without ceaſing ; and St. James, pray one fu 

another. Accordingly 'tis firm's of the 
primitive Saints, that ſome apply'd them 

iclves five times a-day to their Dei 6 

others, and that more generally, thrice ;) but © 

none leſs than twice, who had any conſcienei tr 

of their Duty. But particularly, as to their E 
Family-Religion, take the following Account w 

in the words of a learned * Man, well {een ar 

in the practice of the earlieſt times. The th 
primitive Chriſtians (ſaith he) had in ptiſ v. 

1 vate two ſorts of Worſhip, the one-ſolitar th 
and ſecret, which we call Cloſet-Devotiong ta 
| «* which perſons perform'd alone; the other tr: 
© was Family- Devotion, to which they werq arc 
* gather*d together in the morning, and wi 
- * Cave's Primitive Chriſlizvity, mY n 


Prayen 


Je Almighty that we ſhould ſerve him, what 
F | 
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« Prayers were offer d by the Maſter of the 
« Houſe, if ſome Religious Perſon were not 
preſent ; at this time *tis probable they 
« recited the Creed, and read ſome Portion 
* of Scripture, - Again about Noon before 
« their going to Dinner, ſome part of 
Seripture was read. The Table being ſet, 
« a Bleſting was ſolemuly beg d of God; at 
«their Meat they ſung Hymns, (and the 
« Fathers en joyn d the Heads of Families, 
to teach ſacred Hymns to their Wives 
« and Children, to ſing at their work); after 
« Meat they Pray d and gave Thanks. Laſt- 
«Iy, In the Evening they went to Prayers 
together, before they went to Bed; and 
* to ſolace the Darkneſs they roſe again 
About Midnight, to ſing Hymns, and to 
pray. This Mid- night Devotion ('tis 


true) was ſoon omitted, and became the 


Exerciſe only of Religious Houſes. After- 
wards in the declining Ages, to continue 
and ſupport this Devout Temper, and to 


JW ſhew their own Apprehenſions of it, there 


was nothing more heartily commended by 
the Authority of Councils, and the Exhor- 
tations of the Fathers, than fervent and 
frequent Oblations of Prayers: But how 


Ire the Times degenerated ! how like the 


wicked in Job, do many, who would yet 
kem Godly; ſay in their Hearts, bat ts - 


pro- 
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profit ſhould we have if we pray unte him? 


Job. 21. 15. Thus in a Brutiſh manner they 
enjoy the Bounty of Providence, without 
the ſeaſt grateful: Return; and ſo behave 
themſelves, that I am ſure the Heathens 
can't be reproach'd for ſo cold an Indifferen. 
cy as is to be ſeen in the Converſation of 
many Chriſtians. Our Saviour taxes their 
Devotion as Superſtitious becauſe of their 
vain Repetitions; but even their Inclina- 
nation and Zeal is a Shame to us. They 
had not the Dictates of an Enlighten'd Con- 
ſcience, nor the Poſitive Laws of reveal'd 
Religion, to Enforce Devotion: nor the 
Directions of a Saviour, how they might 
make their Prayers acceptable at the Court 
of Heaven; and yet they were convinc'd, 
by the Light of Nature, that it was not to 
be neglected, tho' they knew not how to do 
it regularly. Pythagoras firſt Precept was, 
Mor ſbip the Divine Powers. f Plato, in his 
Laws, points the -propereſt Seaſons for it; 
requiring, that every one ſhould. pay his 
Devotion to the Governour of the World,at 
Morning and Evening. Plutarch in his 
Cuſtoms of the Lacedæmonians ſays, they 
had ſuch worthy Notions of their Deities, 
as, that they daily honor d them with ſolemn 
Prayers and Devotion; heartily requeſting 


* Car; Aur, f Lib. 10. 
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(that they would {trengthen them to bear all 
manner of Injuries, with a noble, unſhaken 
Mind; and they had this commendable. - 
( Cuſtom, that when they engag'd in Buſi- 
neſs of moment, they Pray d foftheir Suc- 
(ceſs in a ſet Form of Words; it being no 
better, in their Eſteem, than Prophaneneſs 
and Irreverence to the Gods, to invoke 
them, either Indecently, or upon trivial 
(Emergencies. Cellius alſo tells out of 
Varro, that the Romans were no leſs mind- 
ful of their Homage to the Supream Powers, 
for that theywere wont to make them propi- 
tious, by Sacrifice and Supplications, before 
they would enter upon their Secular Entet- 
prizes. And finally the famous *Infidels 
of our Times are ſaid to be at their Prayers 
Five times in the Day. Now whom fhall 
we call /nfidels and Pagant, thoſe who have 
liv'd under this intimate Senſe and Homage 
of the Deity, or ſome others, who tho' they 
hear the Name of Chri/tians, yet live as if 
they never thovght of an over-ruling God. 
Or who will appear, with the beſt Advan- 
tage, before the Judge of the World, they 
who have reckon'd it their Duty, to be 
every day mindful of their Allegiance tohim, 
or ſome among us, that for ſeveral Years 
together, have not Sanctify' d their Houſes, 
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nor _gloriſy'd their Maker with Prayers Ke 


Praiſes in their Families? But, Alas! ſhall 


they, who were ſo miſerably bewilder'd 
in the Shadow of Death, be more grateful 
to the Almighty, for his Benefacence, and 
more ſenſible of his Superintendence over 
them, than we, that Enjoy the glort- 
ous Illumination of the Goſpel, and the 


Guidance of Eternal Truth? Or ſhall we, 


who ſtand Candidates for Heaven, be ex- 
ceeded in Devotion by the blinded Centiles, 
or the unrighteous Phariſees, who have 


already their Doom anticipated to the Ven- 
geance of Hell? Oh! let the thoughts of 


o deplorable a Neglect, awaken us out of 
our liſtleſs and dead Security, and create in 
us a generous and Chriſtian Emulation, 


that we, who make our aim at the Manſi- 
ons of Glory, be not ſhamed and out-done 


by ſuch, as have been fearfully determind 
for Perdition. _ FR A 
But methanks, that without fetching 
Conſiderations from other Peoples Behavi- 
our, or from another World, a little re- 
flection upon the Miſery and Uncertainty 


of this, ſhould proſtrate- us oftener upon 


our Knees, and humble us to take Sanctus- 
ry at the Throne of Grace: For what Caſu- 
alities, what Misfortunes are we not daily 


expos d unto? who 1s ſecure, but that his 
Bed may be his Grave; and that he, and his 


pot 
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poſſeſſions may be conſum'd to Cinders and 
Aſhes, before the next Light? How then 
dare ſuch a one go Abroad by Day, or take 


his Repoſe in the Night, without recom- 


mending himſelf, and his, to the Protecti- 
on of Heaven; for verily he deſerves, nei: 
ther ſucceſs in the one, nor reſt in the 
other, that ſcorns or neglects to ſupplicate 
for a Bleſſing on all his Undertakings ? Oc 
is it not Juſtice, if upon this Contempt, the 
Lord withdraw his Protection, and expoſe 
thee to the mercileſs Fury of that roaring 
Lyon, that walketh to and io ſee ug whom 
be ma atv i: ©) sion 

Wherefore expoſtulate with thy ſelf at 
thy going out: Who can tell, but this is 
my laſt Day? at thy return, think, May L 
not ſleep in Death? and may it not be de- 
termin'd againſt me as againſt the Miſer in 
the Goſpel, Th.. Night thy Soul ſball be taken 
from thee ? If not, what Crouds of Fiends 
and evil Spirits are there ſtill encompaſling 
me, and my Houſe, that are alwaysat hand 
to ſcare me with frightful Dreams and Ap- 


Jparitions; or to inveigle and tempt me to 


Sin, or to inſtigate wicked Men to do me, 
or mine, a Miſcheif, by Robberies, Burn- 
ings, or any other Villames? ſeeing thou 
art thus environ'd with enſnaring Dangers; 
and Legions of ghoſtly Foes, how ready 
ouldſt thou be to ſend Emballies of Prayer, 

F 3 to 
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to intreat the Mot hig God, at Morning 
and Evening, 0 guard thy Soul, that is 4. 
mone Lions, for he hath-promis'd, Pſal.34. 
7. 7 hat his Angels ſhall tarry round about 
them that fear bim, to deliver them. Beſides 
Frequent- Prayer is a Catholicon, a ſove. 
reign Expedient upon all Emergencies ; an 
Amulet to refilt, and cool all manner of 
Temptations; an Armour againſt the fiery 


Darts of Satan; a ready Method to gain 


Redemption to the Priſoner, Recovery io 
the Sick, and Comfort to the broken Heart. 
ed, a Fence and Support to the Great; a 
Sanctuary and Refuge to the Poor; à Guide 
to the Stranger and Traveller; a Counſellor 
to the Doubtful and De jected, and a Guard 
to all, Sleeping and Waking. As it is an 
Antidote to all Maladies, fo is it the eaſieſt 
to be perform'd; no leſs pleaſing to God 
than beneficial to us, and conſiſtent with 
all Employments, Places and Degrees of 
Men. In fine, it is the Life and Soul of 


Religion, and of ſo high Importance, as 
that it is impoſſible any Perſon or Family 


ſhould arrive to true and ſerious Holinels, 
without frequent recourſe to their De voti- 
on. Therefore it is incumbent upon a good 


Governour, to ſee it obſerv'd in his Houſe, 


according to the Direction of God's Word, 
and the general Uſage of the Churches. As, 
firſt, That he have Prayers in his Houſe, 

4 F | at 
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git Morning and Evening; chat he fee they 

„ ecrave a Bleſſing before, and give Thanks 
after they have Eaten; laſtly, that he ſer 

or teach them, ſome ſhort Prayers for their 
8 ſecret and Cloſet Devotion. If this were 
well look'd after, it would make them more / 
n ready to attend, and more devout andebearful 
nt the publick Service of the Church. For 

y Thirdly, It is requir'd, that the good 
n Family ſhould attend to the publick, as 
o well as private Ordinances of Religion; and 
t- chat chey might not be heedleſs and for- 
a getful of this, the Commandment expreſly 
le enjoins every particular Goyernour, to ſee 
xr chat all his Houſe, or that are within bis 
d gates, ſhall ſolemnly keep the Sabbath im- 
n © plying all publick Religion, to ſee their 
ſt coming to the Service of the Church, to 
xd Pray, to hear the Reading and Expounding 
h of the Word, and to participate of the Holy 
of Sacraments. Thus the Divine Wiſdom 
of hath excellently provided, by one Miniſtra- 
ation above another, to Edify us up to the 
ly. fulneſs of Grace in Chriſt: For as every 
6 Houſhold is to be guided by their immedi- 
t- ate Ruler, ſo an union of Families or Pa- | 
d 71th, by their reſpective Paſtors; and then i 
e, more extenſive Diviſious by Spiritual Fa- | 
d, chers and Biſhops : fo the whole Church, 
\s, 2s one Family by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the F 
ſe, Head and Father of us all. To this end, 
at K F 4 that | 
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Separate places, where we ate to meet, to 
be taught and tmproy'd, by an Order of 


but ſerious Vanity; and yet how free, to 


the great Diſpenſer, nat only of our time, 


to Religion, without the Authority of in- 


only the practice of the cus, but of the 


— 
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that. the means of Grace may be effectually 
convey'd down, throughout the whole Body 
of the Church, there are certain Days di- 
vinely appointed; and particularly the Sab- 
bath, or the Seventh Day, as alſo Holy and 


———— —— 


Men, ſucceſlively deriving their Authority 
from Chriſt and his Apoſtles to that pur- 
poſe : and truly, the Piety of the Lord's. 
day (tho frequently Prophan'd) is the only 
viſible Relict of Chriſtianity now among 
us: And yet it is but difficultly that we can 
abſtain, even upon theſe folemn Occaſions, 
from Riot, Revelling and Luxury; ſo un- 
juſt are we always upon Extreams; for-we 
are loath to diſpenſe with any time from 
our worldly Buſineſs, which is at the beſt 


make a Paſtime of Religious Days, and of 
theſe ſerious Minutes peculiarly alloted to 
the work of our Salvation? As if we grudg d 


but of every thing elſe, One Day in Seven, 
to give him Thanks for his Bleſſings, or 
Envy'd our Souls an Opportunity to think 
of their future Welfare. How much ſuſter 


ſpir'd Writings, were the Gentiles than 
this? for as it is obſervd, it was not 


Egyh: 


Feyptians, the Indians, Greeks,Celts, that i 
the Germans, Gauls and Britains, yea a 
the immemorial Cnſtom of all Nations, to 
anctify the Seventh. Day with holy Wor- 
ſhip and Sacrifice. Thus where there was 
3 Holy-days were always ſer apart 
toexercue it; and tho Seriprure did not 
— with them, yet either it was eve- 
y where deriv'd down by the Sons of Noab; 
r humane Reaſon, or Nature it ſelf, ſug- 
feſted the neceſſity of the obſervance. But, 
g We are not left at theſe uncertainties, we 


rances how and what we are to Sanctify, 
v1th the moſt glorious Rewards annext to 
heperformance;and yet Wow much more re- 
m WiQant to ſanctify our time than they were. 
For what Pain do we ſee ſome people at to 
be eas d from the Employment of the Sab- 
bath? any flight Pretence ſhall call them 


o Wide, as if it were an idle kind of Market · 
d ay, to leiter, drink, fleep, viſit Friends, 
e, {umm up fecular Accounts, or go needleſs 
ty Wournies. And theſe things are ſo much 


he practice of the Age, that were it not 
or the faint (becauſe unexecuted) reſtraints 
er f humane Laws, tis to be fear'd our Alle- 


e quite forgotten. There being a Number 


Hug. Grots de Veritar. Chr, Relig, Not ad Lib, 7. # 
p- allow 
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have (God be prais' d) undoubted aſſu- 


ance to Heaven and our Sabbaths would 


tf ſuch ſevere Task. maſters, who, as they 


q 
| 
1 
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allow themſelves no intermiſſion to thei 
Luſt, Pleaſure, and the drudgeries of Hell 
they are alſo of that Egyptian temper, as uf 
keep their Slaves in perpetual Bondage 
for if Errands or Journies can be thought 
of, Sunday is the Day, as if they ſorely En 
vy d them this time of holy Repoſe and 
Sacrifice unto the Lord. Oh forlorn Gover 
nours! Oh ungrateful ill- manag'd Power bet 
is this the Return made for exalting thenſſon, 
to ſuperintend their Brethren, that theyWAg 
are not only Satisfy d to damn themſelves {mo 
but muſt abuſe their Power to pervert-andeer 
deſtroy others. For what can be otherwiſeſna 
expected, when poor W retches are neithei ble 
inſtructed at hom, nor brought to the C. 
techiſing, or Preaching of the Church, but 
cheriſh'd in Ignorance, and encouraged 10 
trample upon the few deſpiſed Ordinances 
that yet ſurvive todiſtinguiſh us from uri. 
and FHeathens. For (to our Sorrow and 
Amendment be it ſpoken) it is not our con 
ſcientious Honeſty in Dealing, or the Ven. 
_ of our Words, or the Sobriety of ou 
Behaviour, or our unlimited Love and 
Charity to each other, or anunconquerable 
Fidelity to our Oaths and Promiſes, or i 
brief, any of the ancient ſhining: Vertues 
of x Chriſtian's Life, that doth now raiſe 
us above the level of the Iufaels. So that 


if to this remiſneſs of Converſation, wy the 
_ a 
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heirfſ:dd a Contempt of divine Ordinances, parti- 
Jellcularly of the Lord g. day, then farewel Chri- 
5 Unity and Religion, and we ſhall quickly be 


85 a 
fo 


and 


labour d to bring us to, Barbariryand Atheiſm. = 
How zealous then ſhould we be to fanctify 
it, as the remembrancerof our Redemption, 
and Reſurrection of our Lord, and as the 
beſt Opportunity left us to ſecure our Electi- 
nenn, before we go Home, and to reſcue the 
hey Age from its avow'd Prophaneneſs and Im- 
ves {norality ; to which Chriſtian Purpoſe the 
and gene rous (tho' diſcourag'd) Endeavours of 
vile nan y in the Miniſtry, would — — 
herbleſſing of Heaven) be ſucceſsful if in con- 
junction with them, the Magiſtracy would 
be as ready to Execute, as to Enact Laws 
zainſt Impiety. And if parents and Maſters 
would-alſo concur in Obliging themſelves, 
and their Families as earneſtly rotheService 
ok God upon his Day, as they are intent 
on. upon Buſineſs and Diverſions at other 
Iumes. Nay this alone would prevent all 
publick Cares, and by way of Anticipation 
make the Remedies of the Law (as Phyſick 
to a good Conftitution) uſeleſs. And never 
was there. a greater neceſſity for this do- 
neſtick Watchfulueſs than at this time, 
while we are under the pnblick Indulgence 
of going, and doing what we pleaſe; for 
the plauſible colour of worſhiping every 


One 


overwhelm'd in what our Enemies ſo long 
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one his own way, is warrant to wander 
abroad againſt the Checks of Authority, and 
conſequently it ſhelters Villains very oftei 
upon their wicked Purpoſes, under the fait 
pretence of going to hear a Sermon. In ſuti 
an Emergency it is neceſſary a Governor 
| ſhould underſtand the diſpoſition and ten- 
dency of each particular Perſon he deal 
with, that he may make his Allowantes 
accordingly; but it is impoſſible that any 
ſhould be able to make theſe narrow Inſpedi 
ons, except it be in the narrow Juriſdicti 
ons of Families: and therefore Houſe· keep 
ers, as they are in a great meaſure capable 
to prevent, fo will they be highly reſpon: 
ſible for the Abuſes of our unlimited Labers 
ties, particularly if they ſuffer ſuch as be. 
long to them ſo to loi ter as to appear in n0 
religious Aſſembl y,. 
But Some there are (I know) that think 
a Sabbath as well Solemniz'd at Home, aj: Þ 
in the publick Service: I am ſure then | 
Apoſtle thinks otherwiſe, as appears by usF/or 
Command, Heb. 10. 25. Proveke one anothet 
to love and ro good works, and forſake not tht 
aſſembling; of your ſelves together as the mats 
ner of ſome is,'&c. It was the Apoſtolical 
Method (we read) to meet together for 
divine Worſhip upon the Lords-dxy ; and 
in {ome Ages after them it is ſaid; That 
* Chriſtians did not think it enough to read 


Houſbold- Governouri. 
and pray, and pyiiſe God at Home, but 
andi made conſcience of appearing in the pub- 
ſteu lick Aſſembly, from which nothing but 
Sickneſs and abſolute Neceſſity could de- 


were) in ſpight of Perſecutions advis d 
Jem to meet together in the Temple of 
od, as unto one Altar. And it is often 
bſerv'd, that they did not fail of ſo doing, 
tho? they were ſure to be puniſh'd for it 
rich the moſt exquifite Villanies and Tor- 
cdi Niures. Alas whither is this Chriſtian Pie. 
pity and Reſolution now retir d? and how 
diſpirited is our Zeal for the Houſe of God ? 
tom hence moſt violent Threats and Dan- 
ers would not exclude them, and hither 
be. the Calls of the Goſpel and Chriſt's, heaven- 
y Intreaties are inſufficient to invite us 
Fire and Sword could not terrify or witho 
them, but Jam aſham'd to ſay how ſlender 
2 Pretence will excuſe us from meeting God 
in the Temple; nay, there are ſeveral that 
$sForego this Duty purely to diſguſt their 


for ſpight ; like Children that hurt or burn 
Inemſelves to fret their Nurſes. But will 
this childiſn and revengeful Pique excuſe 
them be fore the great Tribunal? or will it be 
any eaſe for them in Hell- torments, to re- 
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tain them. Ignatius in his time (as it 


Miniſter, as if they would damn themſelves 


flect : 
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fle& how they have plung d themſelves ii 
the Depths of Sorrows, out of hatred ae 
their Paſtors. | No, this is a Strain of ſy 
inconſide rate ſpight as is not to be match 
in the Annals of Fools and Lunaticks 
Therefore let no Man be fo fond of hu 
Deſtruction, nor ſo much a Fury as to un. 
do himſelf to move the regret and compal 
ſion of others. But let him rejoyce that 
he has the Priviledge of hearing God 
Word, to correct and forewarn him of the 
Evil to come, to ſtrengthen his Faith, to 
enliven his Hope, and to eſtabliſh bis Obe. 
dience. And mavgre all Provocations, let 
him (with the Royal Prophet) rejoycein 
coming to the Houſe of God, and like a good 

Steward, bring his Charge with him, that 
they may. hear, learn and obey the Laws 
and Statutes of the Lord. £600 

Further, he is not only oblig'd to bring 
them to Prayer and Preaching, but to parti. 
cipate (if of” age and diſcretion) upon all op- 
portunities, of the holy Communion. This 
is the moſt diſtinguiſhing Ordinance of 
Chriſtianity, the Earneſt and Seal df our 
Redemption, the Memorial of the-propitt- 
atory Oblation made for the whole World: 
It is a myſterious Intercourſe between God 
and Man, and the excellent Method of de. 
riving Grace and Spiritual Comfort o. 

afflicted Souls, from the Author of all 1 

| | neis 


* 


s iulleſs; and in ſhort, it is of that conſequence, 
can properly bear the Character of a 


ck Saviour. For, verily except ye eat the 

% of tbe Son of man and drink bis blood, 
Mis have no life in you, Joh. 6. 35. How de. 
lorable is it to any one who conſiders this, 


ene rally neglected? How in every reſpect 
o we dwindle our Religion to a liſtleſs 


AetYÞcls; for I tremble to think of thoſe who 
infſ8clire the Name of Chriſtians, and yet re- 
eive not in many Years, perhaps not in 


enſur'd this groſs Prophaneſs and Con- 
empt of our Lord? for they had as daily a 


de- Nruch; for ſo he informs the Emperour, 


_ * . 7 1 11110 * dd a. 
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od. " Plin, Ep. Tib. 19, Ep. 9%. 
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hat no Man who neglects and contemns 


tian, or rationally expect the Mercies 


o ſee a thing ſo neceſſary to Salvation, ſo 


rophaneneſs? To Communicate twice or 
hrice a Year, is a ſpecious Form of Godli- 


batbeir whole Lives. With what a pious 
Aus Jadignation, would the holy Ancients have 


ecourſe to the Sacrament as to their daily 
Devotion, and were rather more careful to 
ouriſh their Souls with this heavenly 
anna, than their Bodies with daily Bread. 
n the general, if they were not thus ſtrict, 
iti et their Sabbaths and publik Services 
Id: Mere always celebrated with the Sacrament. 
50d Pliny, a Heathen Perſecutor teſtifies as 


© that the Chriſtians were wont to aſſemble 
on the appointed Day, (undoubredly the 
Lords. day) that they then ſung Hymns 1 
© Chriſt, as unto a God, that they oblig' 
© themſelves by a Sacrament, not to commit 
© Wickedneſs, but to avoid Thefts, Rok 
 ©heries, Adulteries, to be true to thei 
© Promiſes, and honeſt to their Truſt. And 
theſe ſacred Reſolutions being ſtill repeated 
and renewed by a Weekly Communion, wa: 
à means to ſettle and habituate their. Inte 
Feu), and to keep them in a ſteddy appre 
enſion of their Duty and always prepare 
to dye. Ia: 3.4 
It is very 1mprobable, that the Purity 
and Beauty of our Religion ſhould: aga; 
appear in its primitive Perfection until this 
holy Sacrament be both better underſtood 
and more frequently receiv'd among us 
for this would force Men to conſider, u 
ſearch their Breaſts, and to reflect upon 
their Actions, and their Con ſciences being 
often call'd to account, would be tender 
wakeful, and ſtand upon their guard again 
the ſubtle approaches of fin. A Commu le 
nion being of this advantage, conſideringſ = 
Perſons will, L hope, perceive how much no 
it is their Intereſt to frequent it, and alſo ta tio 
induce thoſe whom they govern and mayſſſ the 
influence along with them. - - -©- 
There are ſome things further with rela 
| tion 


* 


Houſhold-Governours. 
A tion to the Publick, that are not to be o- 
mitted 3, as namely, Rules how to prepare, 
io attend and behave themſelves at divine 
service. Let Men and Women Gele 


ol ©* Cl. Alex.) come to Church in a come 


(Apparel, with a grave Pace, with elt 


(Silence, and Love unfeigned, and chaſt 


both in Body and Mind; that they may be 
fit to put up their Prayers to God. More- 
A over the Church (they ſhould know) is the 
Houſe of the King of Kings, therefore they 
ſhould leave the World behind them, and 
alt away the Idols of Satan, wicked 
Thoughts and Juſtful Deſires, before they 


tl enter into that holy Place, before God and 


his Retinue of Angels, that their Minds 
may be ſo diſengag'd from Levity and 
Diltraction, as they may be entirely devo- 
ted to ſacred Meditation. Being thus in- 
wardly compos' d, he muſt adwoniſh them 


chat they be guilty of no Indecencies in their 
ing Celture, but that they frame their Bodies 


orderly, by kneeling or ſtanding, as ap- 
ini pointed by the Liturgy, that they ra 
plorify God, by external Reverence, as well 


ing as 2mward Devotion: particularly let them 
not be guilty of that 1nſufferable Preſump-. 
Sitting in times of Prayer, For 


tion © 
chere are no Jews, Turks, or Heathens, 


8 


— — 


* Cave's Primitive Chriſtlanity. 
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thus that our Saviour was wont to Pray? 


in the Garden; and St. Paul! kneel'd to 


be enough to ſtoop a Creature to the lowelt 


The DUTY of 
that would not be aſham'd of reproaching 
God by ſo ſlovenly a Contempt of him in 
ſo ſolemn a part of Religion as Prayers, 
and there 1s no man that would thus rude. 
ly addreſs himſelf, I will not ſay to an earth. 
ly King, but to any thing of a Superior, 15 
it then (think you) a fit Poſture for us pitt. 


{ 
| 
ful Sinners to be in, when we ſupplicareh}] / 
1 


the ſoveraign Lord and Monarch of the 
whole World? Can we in our ordinary 
Converſation pay the humbleſt Bows and 
Reſpects to one another, and afterwards in * 
the Temple grudge the Reverence of our] " 
Knees unto God? How 1ncongruous does * 
this appear, to ſee us in diſteſpecting him, k 
degrade our God below our ſelves ? Was it 


No, for tho' we muſt allow him a greater 
Intimacy in the Court of Heaven than ever 
we can pretend to, yet he proſtrated him- 
ſelf upon the bare Ground when he pray 


pray upon the ſtony Shore, As 21. 5. and 
Kneeling in Prayer has, in all Ages, been 
the Ulage of the Church. | 
But without Precept or Example, if we 
had any proper Notion of a God, certainly 
an Awe of his Power and Majeſty would 


Humility in ſpeaking to him, and enoug| 
to convince any one that his Prayers can 
N , * nes 
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never be expiatory, but criminal, nor a 
Sacrifice, but an Abomination; unleſs — 
are expreſs d with a profound Humility both 
of Body and Soul. Seeing then we have 
the Example of our Mediator, and of all 
good Men, ſecing that both the Scripture, 
and the Nature of Devotion, with the 
Authority of the Church requires it, it 
therefore becomes you to bow down your 
ſelves , and to command the Conformity 
of your Families in Prayer, and to obſerve 
that Decency throughout Divine Service, 
which tends to the Edification of Souls, 
and to the glory of God, who loveth Uni- 
formity, but hateth Confuſion and Diſorder. 
Having in this order celebrated the Ser. 
vice of the Church, the good Maſter ſhould 
endeavour to ſee that his Flock don't leave 
all their Religion there behind them; but 
remember them, that when they havg 
pray'd. againſt Sin, they ought to avoid it, 
and when they have heard good Inſtruction, 
they ought to treaſure it up in their Hearts, 
to make it the Rule and Conduct of their 
Lives. But if inſtead of this he finds them 
to Cenſure their Teacher and his Doctrine, 
he ought to rebuke them ſeverely, and to 
confure their Petulancy, he ſhould juſtify 
the uſefulneſs of the Diſcourſe they have 
heard, by recapitulating the moſt material 
parts of it. Again, after they have ſancti- 
„ fy'd 
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fy'd the Morning in the Temple, let them 
not by any means frequent Satan s Exchange 
* in the Afternoon, the Ale-houſe, or any 
prophane Paſtimes and Diverſions; but put 
them to read and meditate on the Word of 
God, exhort them to fervent Prayer, and 
to call for Grace, to graft and impregnate 
the good Seed of the Word in their hearts, 
that 1t may bring forth Fruits, to Holineſs, 
and to the inſurance of everlaſting Life. 
In the next place, that publick Ordinan- 
ces and Inſtruction may be more regarded, 
a Governour ſhould beget among his Dome- 
ſticks that Eſteem and Veneration for their 
Miniſter, as to take him for their ſpiritual 
Guide and Father. This, I know, will 
ſound as partial and invidious in ſome peo- 
ples Ears, but when I conſider how hard 
it is to take Reproof or Advice from thoſe 
whom we deſpiſe, I can't pay that defe- 
rence to ill Conſtructions, as to omit fo 
ſeaſonable a Caution. It looks very pre- 
poſterous (methinks) to profeſs Love for 
Religion, and yet to hate the Miniſters of 
it: Are they become your Enemies for tel 
ling the truth, or for being too negligent 
in their Duties? ſure it muſt not be for the 
former, and is it poſſible an Age ſo preg: 
nant of the moſt monſtrous Hereſies and 
| triumphant Debaucheries, ſhould be con. 
ſeientiouſly diſpleas'd at their n 
0, 
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No, the Out-cries of peeviſh, contentious, 
gainſaying, proud and vicious People a- 
gainſt the Clergy, is an undoubted ſign of 
their Fidelity and Zeal in the Defence of 
their Religion, and that they make too 
great an oppolition to wicked and factious 
Men. Tis true, it were to be wiſh'd never- 
theleſs, that the Order were more univer- 
ſally unexceptionable, and that the Vices 
and Indiſcretion of ſome and the Meaneſs 
of others, did not render them ſo inconſi- 
derable; but are there any of them unca- 
pable of directing à willing and pious Mind 
in the belief and practice of what is ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation? And have we not a 
number of pious and able Divines, not in- 
ferior when proportion'd to any Age or 
Country? Are they not induſtrious to 
maintain the Truth, to confute the Erro- 
neous, and to make the Knowledge of Good 
and Evil obvious and familiar? if, as the 
Apoſtle expreſſes it, we may be fooliſh in 
our own Defenſe. But what are any Endea- 
vours to allay the Malice and Furies of Diſ- 
ſention? for where there are nn 
oppoſite Parties will ever malign, an 
calumniate one the other, eſpecially their 
reſpective Leaders; the inferior Factions 
alſo (our poor divided Church can witneſs 
it) will be more violently ſet to undermine 
the ſuperior or eſtabliſh'd Party, as that 
"2 which 
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which gives the greateſt Oppoſition to Fe 
their ſecret Purpoſes. Hence the inve. I '* 
nom'd Shafts of Obloquy are continuall R 
level'd at our Miniſtry, any idle Surmiſe I '* 
will improve to their Scandal; and ſuch is 
the Indulgence they meet with, that theſe 8 
things which are thought very excuſable, 
it may be commendable in others, are often 
black enough to blaſt their Characters. And 
that which makes the higher Aggravation 
is, People ſeem to triumph and rejoyce at, 
rather than condole the Faults of theit , 
Paſtors. But certainly they who thus || 


ſtudy to render the Authority of a Divine i 
inſignificant, -and his Preaching ulcleſs, N 
have never conſider d that it is not ſo much 7 
His Perſon, as the Goſpel that ſuffers in the : 
Quarrel, and their Revenge doth not only | * 
affect the Clergy-man's good Name, but the h 
Souls of the Multitude he governs, who i © 
will be fond of Prejudices to their own 0 
Injuries. For Prieſt and People to be at I 


variance, is in the Prophets Account, the 
Symptom of a deſperate and incorrigible , 
State: Let no man ſtrivè or reprove another i , 
(faith he) for thy people are as they tht . 
Arive with the Priefl, Hol. 4. 4. Implying, . 
that this is a Mark of ſettl'd Iniquity, and. 
that it is vain ſtriving to reform a People 
thus affected. For it really indicates a1 
Diſpoſition to ſhake off all Religion, * a 

2 er-; 
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Perverſneſs hardly to be match'd by the 
rudeſt Nations; for where- ever there was 
Religion, there was ſtill a proportionate 
regard for the Miniſters of it; and it is 
oblery'd, the worſt Enemy of the beſt Reli- 
gion, even 2 could plead for it as 
the moſt reaſonable thing in the World, 
That Prieſts ſhould be honor d, yea in ſome 
reſpects above civil Magiſtrates, as being 
the immediate Attendants and domeſtick 
(Servants of God, our Interceſſors with. - 
' Heaven, and the Means of deriving down 

great Bleſſings from God upon us. Again, 
the Immunities which the Order obtaind 
in the Jewiſh, as well as 1n divers other 
Nations, ſufficiently atteſts their Acknow- 
ledgements hereof, The Galatians, ſays 
St. Paul, lov'd him ſo dearly that they were 
willing even to pluck out their, Eyes to do 
him good. And it is a memorable Relati- 
on of the famous I Conſtantine, that he was 
ſo very tender of the Reputation of the 
Clergy, as to profeſs, That if at any time 
che ſhould ſpie a Biſhop overtaken in any 
immodeſt or uncomely Action, he would 
cover him with his own Imperial Robe, 
rather than another ſhould take notice of 
it to the ſcandal of his Place or his Perſon, 


Again, A pious Biſhop, and a faithful Mi- 


'niſter was in theſe days dearer to them than 
1 Cave's Friautive Chriſtianity. 7 Lid Sour N IR 
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the moſt valuable Bleſſings upon Earth, 
© and they could want anything rather than 
ebe without them. Thus when Chry/oftom 
was driven into Baniſhment, the people 
© burſt out into Tears, and as he went along 
*cry'd out, It was better the Sun ſhould not 
*ſhine, than that John Chryſoſtom ſhould 
* not preach. In fine, they look'd upon 
©their Miniſters as the common Parents of 
© Chriſhans, whom as ſuch they honour 
and obey'd, and repair'd unto them for 
Pirection in all important Cafes, gr. 


tion of Piety between the preſent and the 
former Ages; for while people were in a- 


would improve, to be at the beſt underſtand- 
ing with their Miniſter; and that Houſe- 
keepers would ſometimes adviſe with him 
of their ſpiritual Affairs. Acquaint him 
what progreſs you have made with your 
Children and Servants, and get his directi- 
on what Catechiſms, what good Books to 
nes in their hands ; particularly you ſhould 
bring the Members of .your Houſhold to 
confer with him in perſon, when you 
would prepare them for the holy Com.: 
munion. Both you and your Miniſter will 

Cer 


This will account for that vaſt diſpropor- 


mity with, they were willing to be guided 
and directed by them that watchd over i 
them in the Lord. And for this reaſon I 
Judge it very expedient for a Family that Þþ! 
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th, certainly find a great deal of comfort in 
lan mis way of Correſpondence ; and if he 
om hould happen to be a man of no very good 
Conduct, yet finding you to make Conſci- 
ence of theſe things, it will force him to 
amend, and ſtil] to labour more and more 
to do you good in the Lord. Whereas 
your Remiſneſs is undoubtedly one of the 
moſt mortifying Diſcourage ments a Clergy- 


Man can meet with. What Husband- man 
'ould not be dejected, and lay aſide his 


be. Labours, if after a great deal of Expenſe, 
or- Ind many Years Induſtry, he found his 
the round ſtill barren and unfruitful? aud 


an he that conſtantly prays, and preaches 
mong you be leſs diſcourag d or troubl'd, 
hen after all his Study and Pains he finds 
you barren in the Fruits of Holineſs, and 
iltogether liſtleſs in the Intereſts of Eter- 
ity. Upon this Conſideration, as yqu 
ould not be backward from coming to 
hurch to hear Sermons, you ſhould be as 
ree to attend when there are only Prayers ; 
or as the caſe ſtands, Prayers are much more 
eceſſary than Sermons, becauſe we don't 
o much want Directions what to practice, 
uld s Grace to pract᷑ice what we know; and he 

to nat regards a Sermon beyond the Prayers, 
ou ſeems to regard Man above God: And what 
m. treſs ſoe ver ſome People lay upon hearing 
ill great deal, this Reflection will in time 
e- to 
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to come afford but little comfort, unleſs we 
make better Conſcience of obeying what 
we are told. Vou ſhould not for the Sake 
of a more plauſible Preacher forſake yout 
own Church, for that will lay the Founda. 
tion of a Diſguſt between you and your 
Paſtor, and be every way an Occaſion of 
ſuch ill Conſequences, as will much exceed 
your pretended Benefit ; neither ſhould you 
give Ear to the ſubtile Perſwaſion of thoſe... 
that go about to ſeduce you to forſake the 
Church, without giving your Miniſter, 
notice of it, and conſulting with him how 
to defend your ſelf, and how to obviateÞÞ,; 
their Objections: for generally theſe Se}, 
ducers, like him that tempted our firltf 
| Mother, depend for Succeſs from your Sim. No 
plicity and Unwarineſs; ſo the Apoſtle de., 
clares their way of making Converts, hy. 
creep into houſes and lead captive ſilly women; 
that is, they ſet upon weak, unſettled, off. 
young People; a well-grounded Perſon they 
will not encounter, and (like Satan) they. 
ſpeedily flee from a vigorous reſiſtance. By 
ſhewing ſo much Confidence in your own 
Miniſter, and by guarding him when yo 
find Occaſion from uncharitable Cenſures 
you will oblige him both to be watchful ol 
his Converſation, and to raiſe his Abtliticy, 
toglorify God, and to Edify your Souls, 1 


theſe diſcretionary Cautions were dul 
} | ol 
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bſerv'd, the publick parts of Religion 
ould become infinitely more effectual, and 
render your Family much more eaſy and 
tactable to your private Diſcipline. 
Moreover, to enforce theſe Duties that 
have premis'd, the good Governour mult 
"mit no Expedients: he ought to rebuke and 
admoniſh the Vicious and Froward, to ca- 
reſs and encourage the Towardly, to invite 
and perſwade the Untractable, and never 
o let the commiſſion of any Sin, or the 
miſſion of any Duty to paſs without 2 
enſure. That your Reproofs may be regard- 
ed, you ſhould deliver them with a mix- 
ture of Mildneſs and Concern, your Speech 
hould be ſeaſon'd with Grace, and your 
onverſation with ſuch an air of Gravity, 
zs may keep them from contempt. At your 
Meals, at Work, at Diverſions and Leiſure- 
times you ought to entertain them as much 
u may be with profitable Diſcourſes, ſuch 
s with the Lives and Actions of ſome e- 
minently vertuous Men, or any other mo- 
al Relations; this will prevent imperti- 
nent Talk, and poſſibly at the ſame time it 


liverts, raiſe good Reſolutions in your 
Fare rs, at leaſt it will challenge you ſome 
Neneration, and give a greater efficacy to 
our Counſels. But if ſoft and eaſy Me- 


hods prove ineffectual, ſince no Stone muſt 
left unturn'd, no Endeayours omitted 


of 
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of reclaiming them, Correction and/Puniſhhiez 
ment ſhould take place ; yet not forgetting 
that theſe courſer Diſciplines, with refel 
rence to Servants as well as Children, ar 
to be temper'd with more of the tendernelgh 
of a Father, than the ſeverities of a Maiter 
The Gentiles indeed exercis'd a high Ay 
thority in this particular, for the Fathe: 
of the Family was inveſted with the powet 
of Life and Death over his own Houle, a 
in moſt parts of Aſia and the M eſt. Indies 
And this was the Conſtitution (ſaith 
rodius) of the ancient Gauls, (and 'tis pre 
bable the Hritaius had the ſame) but a 
Rome domeſtick Authority was ſo great 
that (by Romnulus's Decree) the Parent ha 
a free abſolute Power of acting Arbitraril 
over his Houſhold, and to ſentence Deaitl 
without any Authority but his own, or an 
Magiſtrate but himſelf. Hrutus the Fill 
ſeems to have ſentenc'd his own Chuldrer 
to dye for Treaſon, by his own Authority 
and Caſſius, for publiſhing the AgrarianLav 
(without the concurrence of the Mag 
ſtracy) publickly put his Son to Deatl 
By theſe means Halicarnaſſaus boaltetl 
that Contumacy, Diſobedience to Parenti 
and Parricide, were ſeldom heard of unde 
the Roman Government; but that in Greet, 


Er. de Ju. Patr, 


the 


upon them, altho' they be ever ſo Impions 
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„lain. The King with amazement loch f 
upon him, and anſwers, *Canſt thou be ein 
© hold or ſee thy own Son bereav'd of Liſe ; 
The Father replies, There is in my Gail th: 
Eden a Lettice luxuriantly ſpread infl {i 
Leaves, but I cut off all the corrupt ani th: 
c ſuperfluous; does it therefore periſh and dit 
decay? No, for that reaſon it grows muchf in 
© ſweeter, and is more flouriſhing. Applyl fa 
this to me, (O King!) for if I ſee hin ch. 
Executed, that by his ill Morals pervertl fr 
oy Houſhold, and corrupts his Brethrenfll £4 
J ſhall think my ſelf happy, and not conffl (;j 
© ceive any weak fears gf decaying the reh ed 
© but glory in hopes of being more proſpeſ ha 
*rous in my Generation. Now this is 
{train of Zeal for Vertue, and a Charadtr 
too rude and ſavage to be thought of, while 
Liberty and Fondneſs are in faſhion; G 
nature muſt not ſuffer us to be angry wit 
thoſe whom we love, much leſs ſever 


whereas this noble Heathen would 1oonet 
loſe his Son, than loſe Piety and good Man 
ners: With the Son of Syrach he wiſel 
concurr'd, Eccl. 16. 1,2, 3. That there wa 

uo joy in a. multitude of W ape chi 
' dren, nor any delight in ungodly ſons ; for on 
that ts juſt is better than a thouſand, ani 
better it 10 to die childleſs, than to have ſucl 
46 are ungodly ; for by one that hath under 


tan 
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look fanding ſhall the city be repleniſhed, but the 
u be . 2 the enced 2 edt become 
ke Y &ſolate. To prevent ſuch Miſcarriages, 
Garffl the Ancients (as was ſaid) aſſerted dome- 
d ig ſtick Authority in its full Extent, becauſe 
and that if rightly manag'd it was an extraor- 
dinary Aid and Supplement to the Publick, 
and was its effectual Relief in ſeveral In- 
UF ſtances, beyond the power and reach of 
the Magiſtrate: Here the ſproutings and 
firſt appearances of Vice might be correct- 
ed and rooted up; here a rebellious Con- 
ſtitution might be often cured and amend- 
red ed, for which being ſettled the Magiſtrate 
pe has no other cure but Deſtruction; and 
1s & while Families were under the apprehen- 
al fons that the ſevereſt Inflitions were 
hilf lodg d in the power of their Parent or 
Malter, he had then the Reins in his hand, 
and might guide them to the beſt Advan- 
J tage, as being ſecure of the utmoſt Reſpect 
and Submiſſion in his Houſe, But 

We have now loſt theſe fearful Arts of 
Government, and verily Puniſhments, tho' 
Foiten neceſſary, are very troubleſome and 
"FJ regretful Remedies. Tis probable Men 
might prevent themſelves (and Preventions 
Eire much more acceptable than Corrections) 
Jof theſe ungrateful Occafions, with many 
Jother Evils, if they govern'd their Houles 


by theſe Two neceſſary Cautions. | 
bg | Friſt, 


will almoſt enforce us into Wickednel 


Fit, By reſtraining them from prophyt 

debauc hd Company ; for there is no ſuch f. 
Enemy to Innocence, as the Serpentine 
Guile of an Helliſh Companion; it "has 
been the ruin and overchrow of Millionq v. 
of Souls, it is a ſubtle Poifon, that works} »! 
and kills inſenſibly, it ſteals us into Peri pn 
dition, as the Deſtroyer did our firſt Parent int 
under a fair Pretence of Friendſhip: - And{pe 
therefore a Man ſhould be as ſtrict to guard Wi 
his Houſhold from the Temptations of ; 
lewd wicked Aſſociate, as from the Conta- 
gion of a common Plague or Peſtilence; the 
one being no leſs catching to deprave a 
innocent Soul, than the other to deltroy 
the welfare of the Body. N 7 108 

Secondly, In keeping them employ'd, ani 
out of /dleneſs; for Man's Mind is a Tel 
lets and active Principle, that will be doing; 
of miſchief rather than nothing: $o that 
when it is diſengag'd from Religious Ex 
erciſes, if it be not wound up, or put u 
motion, to attend ſome honeſt Buſineſs, or 
harmleſs Diverſion, it will, like ſtanding 
Water that is a Nurſery of poifonous Ver 
min, generate a world of ſinful and un 
clean Deſires, ſuch as being dwelt upon 


N 


n 
0 


But if our vacant leiſures did not make u 
ſo prone to Evil, yet (we know) they att 
1ny1ting for the Tempter to come and pit 
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ley with us: Therefore when a People is 
indulg' d to be floathful and at eaſe, they 
are (as it were) put into the Devil's Shop, 
Y where Crouds of Flends ſwarm about thgem 
with all manner of Temptations; and 
when they admit and dally with ſuch Com- 
pany, to be ſure they ſeldom eſcape away 
innocent. So that if any one heartily e- 
Epouſes the ſpiritual, as well as temporal 
Welfare of his Houſhold, he muſt without 
regard to Wealth or Quality, diſſwade them 
nta from Idleneſs, as from the manifeſt Snares 
the of Satan, and ply them, if not to Labour, 
- anljet to Studying or Reading, or to ſome very 
royſſ.unocent Recreations, ſuch as may not lead 
For betray them to any Evil, that they may 
andſJcp their Minds unblemiſh'd, in a pure 
reid uninterrupted affiance with God and 
inoFcoodnels. 


thatl __ 1 Te 1 1 5 
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h CHAP. Iv. 
: " 74 Houſe-keeper's ſpecial Obligations, 


Tel with reſpect to the particular Members 
un of his Family. 


Aving briefly ſpoken to the general 
Duties of Exbortation and Tnſtructi. 
an of Prayers, of enjoyning them to ſan- 
parlf fy the Lord's-Day, and to obſerye the 

Je I pub- 
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publick Ordinances of Reign; I come 
to inſtance the Perſons, with the pious 
Governour's particular Obligations to em 
I begin with the firſt : The neareſt Rela. 
tion in this World, is between a Man and 
his Wife; Marriage has eſpous'd her tb 
him as a part of his ews Boay, and he haz 
thereby bound himſelf toward her to al 

d Offices in his power, for the further. 
ance of her ſecular and eternal Welfare. 
His Authority over her is ſometimes ſaid 
to be Political, which is to be obey'd upo 
Contract, and more for /utereſt and Amd 

neſs; than Fear: It is alfo ſtiled a Tin 
cratical Power, that is, a Power foundeFe: 
upon Reſpect, and proper to ſuch as gover 
by turns; intimating that the Woman i 
to ſerve her Husband's Abſence, and to hb 
his aſſiſtant to carry on the Intereſt of thi 
Family; for it maybe hoped ſhe enters nel 
that anxious State before ſhe is advance 

i to ſome Diſcretion, and is competent] 

* grounded in the Principles of Religion, anc 

0 {enſible of her Duty to approve her {el 

a nicet help, in prompting Induſtry and goo 
Principles to thoſe about her, and in ſhey 

ing a due Reſpect and Obedience to hi 

Husband; f for by the Law of Nature «| 
Male is intended to bear Ralſe, Hence t. 


wo CASA a bd. E bY 


war, © ww 


— 


* Ariſtot,Polit, l. 1. c. 8. f Ibid, NN 
Apoſi 
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Apoſtle commands Women, as the weaker 
Veſjels., to ſubmit to the juſt Aullorities 
of their Husbands, (C/ 3. 18.) who there- 
fore ought to dehort them from Evil, to 
edity and encourage them in the progreſs of 
Vertue, Jeſt that if they indulge themſelyes 
in any Miſdemcanors, their Ferverſcigels, 
peeviſhneſs, or ill Examples, become ac- 
Jeeſſary to pervert their Families; the one 
Jparent being as liable as the other, by 
[rregularities, to viciate and corrupt ſuch 
25 are converſant with them. n 
As he is to be her faithful Cat and 
Counſellor, ſhe has likewiſe a Right to be 
entertain'd in the moſt nnfeign'd Embraces 
of his Love, the ſincerity whereof he is 
%% manifeſt by being Chearful, Provident 
ind Chaſt. Chearful and Obliging, in bear- 
Jing a lightſom comfortable Mind under all 
nell changes of Condition, unmoveable at the 
(heights and declenſions of Fortune; not 
inſolent, vicious, or unſociable in the one, 
nor melancholly or diſpirited by the other, 
but conſtantly ſmooth and affable : Affli- 
C tions can hardly grate upon ſo excellent 
and loving a Temperament as this, and 
Y (as the wiſe King obſerves) it ſeaſons a 
Dinner of Herbs to be more acceptable and 
delicious than a faced Ox, where there is 
Strife, Hatred and Diſcontent. Provident, 
in being induſtrious in his Occupations , 
Ha and 
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and managing his Subſtance frugally, not . 
 Imbezeling it in Luxury or Vanity, left 
Indigence or Poverty ſhould ſtarve or cool : 


the warmth and vigour of their Affectionz 
In fine, he is to be Chgſt and faithful to g 
his Matrimonial Vow, confineing himſelf 
(Prov. 5. 15.) to the waters of his own 
ciſtern, and ſhunning the lewd Embraces of 

ſtrange Women. For 
There is no Enemy ſo fatal to the Tran. 
quillity of the Nuplial Bea, as Whoredom 
and Adultery ; it is a Complication of the 
moſt provoking damnable Iniquities in the * 
light of God, and it is a wide Inlet to the f 
moſt tragical Miſeries of this Life; by 0 
the means of a whoriſh Woman a Man 1s 10 
brought to a Morſel of Bread: hereby a 10 
Man is ſcandalouſly impoveriſh'd, by be. 1 
owing his Poſſeſſions (as it were) upon 
the impious Uſes of Hell, to ſupport Whores f | 
and Stews ; next 1t 1s a means to ennervate 
his Vigour, and to macerate his Body with YI ,* 

a world of noiſom Diſeaſes; ſo that hu: 
Life is ſacrific d in Martyrdom to the flames 
of his Luſt, a direful Introduction to the 
unquenchable flames of Hell! But to an- 
ticipate theſe Torments, and to conſum- 
mate his Calamity here, it is an indelible F: 
{tain to his Reputation; it fills the Family 
with Brawls and Contention, and creates 
ſuch implacable Jealouſies, Rancour * 
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Animoſities between thoſe, who ſhould 
never be divided in Intereſt or Affection, 
: Man and his Wife, as renders their Life 
: kind of a Hell upon Earth; for this will 
provoke her, whom he. delign'd to be his 
Comfort, to be his tormenting F ury. 80 
in Eccl. 26. 23. A wicked woman is given 
as 4 25 40 a wicked man. Of ſuch a 
one ſaith the Preacher, 7 had rather dwelt 
with a lion and a dragon, than to keep houſe 
with a wicked woman: and as if no ſuch 
tragical Calamity could be thought of, he 
prays, Let the portion of a ſinner be upon. 
ber. Neither is it uncommon to obſerve, 
(tho? it be no general Rule) that theſe Mi- 
ſeries do befal the Wicked. It is poſſible 
the Upright may be ſometimes involv d in 
holy Job's Mis fortunes; however they have 
2 ſurer Promiſe (Eccl. 26.) that 4 godly wo- 
man is given to him that feareth the" Lord, 
and 1 1 is the man that hath a vertuous 


wife, for the number of his days fhall be 
2 It is a giſt of 2 "7 2 there 
is nothing ſo — worth as a mind well in. 
ſtructed, and ſhamefaced ; and a faithful wo- 
man is a double grace, and her continent mind 
cannot be valued, &c. Thus when the Con- 
jugal Couple are really Vertuous, they are 
2 Bleſſing to each other, and they can't be 
otherwile without deſtruying all their ſo- 
clal Comforts and oh 6 _—_ 
13 it 


— — 
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if they heartily conſpire to anſwer the . 
Eu of their Conjunttion, by promoting an 
united Intereſt, by ſupporting and ſolacing 
one the other in all Conditions, by a hear- 
' ty. concurrence in Piety and Religion, and 
by cultivating their Houſhold in all good 
4 Practices; what a Heaven of Satisfaction 
and Content would theſe Endeavours afford 
them ? What Joy would they find in their. 
Families? and how effectually would this | 
Method remove all occaſions of Murmur. I © 
ings, Complaints, Diſcontents and Obloquy? © 
1 Nay, it would fo far reverſe the Miſery off“ 
2 It, as to ſublimate their Condition to he 
. the moſt ſolacing and deſirable on this fide ſl © 
the Grave. And when they have laid this ® 
ſolid foundation of Happineſs in this Like, 
it is the endearing Priviledge of their Re. 
Iigion, that they ſhall (by retaining theit ©? 
Integrity to the end) together advance 
hand in hand, to be together Crown'd with * 
> an 1mmarceſlible Crown of Glory in theſl 
World to come. * 


CHAP 


\p 
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MEDAL AIAN an. — 
Motives to be careful of Childrens Edu- 
cation. , ; | C* | 44 N 


6—— — * 2 — * 


H E next Relation is between the Pa- 
rents and their Children, and I ſhall 
be the more particular, in ſhewing the ne- 
ceſſity of Educating them Religioufly, be- 
cauſe. that if this were well look d after, it 
would well nigh ſupetſede all further trouble; 
it being certainly true, that the good Inſti- 
tution of Youth is an Affair of that import- 
ance, that their Welfare, both with rela- 
tion to this World, and the future, chiefly 
depends upon it. For it is in the growing 
or ſpring. time of our Age, that we receive 
the firſt Impreſſions and Seeds of Vertue 
and Vice, and according to theſe firſt Seeds 
will the general Fruits and Iflues of our 
Lives be: either Vicious or Vertuous , 
which will conſequently render us either 
Miſerable or Happy. yy LJ 
This was ſo obvious to natural Reaſon, 
as that the Heathens judg'd a reſerv'd and 
morally learn d Education indiſpenſably ne- 
ce//ary for the Foundation of a ge Life. 
Thus by Lycurgus his Law, they ſhould 
be taught while they were young, what 
| H 4 they 
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they were to practice when they came'to ſy 
Age. They alſo judg'd Education to be Cr. 
the ſoundeſt Inheritance, the molt valuable 
Purchaſe they could bequeath their Chil. Bw! 
. dren; the neglect of it was ſo reproachful, 
that they eſteem'd a Man no other than a 
Beaſt in human Appearance, if he was nat 
in ſome meaſure refin'd with dre, 
and they reſented the loſs of it ſo hainoully, 
that by Sh Law a Child was acquitted 
from reheving his Father, if his Father 
had neglected his Education, and had not 
taught him an 1 EE whereby to get 
his Living. Did they reflect ſo heavil 
upon their Temporal Diſappointments! 
And what reſentment (can you imagine] Ni 
do thoſe deſerve, who go by a higher Cal. 
ling, and yet are content their Children 
ſhould be ſo very ignorant of ſaving Knows 
ledge as the worſt of Pagans ? Or how can 
they be otherwiſe, while no further care 
is taken than barely to Baptize them, orÞc! 
for Cuſtom ſake to give them a few heed-ÞÞn 
Jeſs Viſits of the Church? No, It is not 
Probity and righteouſneſs (as our Saviour 
thought of old) but the things ue eat and 
put on, that are accounted the greateſt Ne. 
ceſſaries: For the main of Mens Induſtry 
is providing Fuel for their Progeny, to en. 
joy themſelves in Luxury and Eaſe, as il ot 
they were ſent hither, Leviathan like, pare le]; 
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to By to take their Repaſt, and prey upon the 
te creatures of che Align. 
ble Indeed if we were fo low upon the level 
hl. Pvith Brutes, as to have no other Faculties 
ful, to guide us but the Dictates of Senſe; or if 
na ve had no Souls to be ſaved, no Life to 
hope for when our Earthly Tabernacles are 
affolv'd ; then the receiv d Cuſtom of li- 
miting our Cares to the Body, and of aban- 
doning our ſelves to purſue and-dote upon 
groſs and ſenſual Objects, might be ſome- 
thing venial and excuſable: But fince 
(God be prais d) the Caſe is far otherwiſe, 
hat we are ſent hither as Probat:oners 
for a better State, that we are poſſeſs d 
v1th living Souls, of a divine and ſpiritual 
Nature, that will for ever ſubſiſt incorrup- 
ble in a State of Bliſs or Miſery. Theſe 
w- Reflections ſhould elevate our Thoughts 
an above the feculent Regions of this World, 
are ind put us in mind, that the great Buſt- 
or neſs we are to actuate here, is to purify 
ed · nd regenerate our Deſires, to refine and 
wt piritualize our Nature, till we be thought 
ur Feet for he habitation of the ſaints in glory. 
nd {ind then ſeeing that this Divine Qualifica- 
de · tion muſt be the Product of habituated 
ry Nuſtom, that it is not the Work of a Mo- 
ent, hardly to be tranſacted under the 
iotage of Age, and not to be compaſt in 
lelirous Fits of Sickneſs 5 this Conſider- 


ation 
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ation ſhould work upon us to bring our lice? 
Ones to be early acquainted with God and 
his Law, before the evi days come, that 
they may begin betimes upon their great 
Concern ; for this would make Godlinel; 
their Pleaſure, and would ſo conſubſtantiate 
it to their Conſtitution, as that it mult 
coſt them a great deal of malicous Indulkey 
and Violence, before they can rale- the 
deep Impreſſions of their firſt Principles, or 
forſake the lovely Practice of Holinelg, 
when they have been once us d to it. Sine 
Education is of ſo unſpeakable an-Advadn- 
tage, I will more diſtinctly ſer down the Cote 
fiderations that argue the neceſſity of it. 
The firſt I ſhall mention is the Depraves 
neſs of human Nature, which in Youth 
eaſy, but in Age not without much diff 
culty to be corrected; for tho” it be true 
that their Souls are in their beginning un. 
polluted, and like Virgin-Paper without 
Impreſſions of good or evil, yet J am ſuit 
they are Cased in ſuch foul and unclean 
Carcaſſes, as will naturally infect and over: 
run them with a Leproſy of Corruption ii 
they be not ſuccour'd with ſtrong Preſer 
vatives, to reſiſt the Poy ſon, and to mortliy 
the Roots of Sin that lurk in their Mem 
bers. It is every Man's remark, That the 
Earth doth of its own accord 1 


Weeds and unprofitable Traſh, and thats 


7 
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requires Pains and Manurement to be made 
fertile of that which is profitable and 
zood: Mankind in this lapſed curſed State 
of the ſame unhappy Temper; we are 
naturally uſeleſs and prone to Improbity, 
and not to be ſubdu'd to the Rules of Vertue, 
without ſevere Reſtraints and Diſeipline. 
Now the ſame reaſon that requires the cul- 
tirating of our Soil, leſt it grow wild and 
barren, and of diſciplining our Beaſts of 
&rvice, leſt they become ſavage and unma- 
nageable, doth dictate the like neceſſity for 


Ihe regular Inſtitution of Youth, if we 


expect they ſhould anſwer the ſpecial Ends 
of their Creation, their Ob/zgations to God 
and Man. But tho' they were not touch'd 
vith this ſinful Biaſs, and were primarily 


Ws indifferent to Vice as Vertue, yet cer» 


tainly the Advantage to either will bear 
in behalf of what they are firſt poſſeſs d 
with, and they will ſtrongly retain (like 


Jveſſels) the ſavour of their firſt Infuſions. 


So that if their tender Diſpoſitions are 


moulded to a Leaven of Ungodlineſs, is it 


not a hazard but that this early Infection 
may grow incurable, and that the Poyſon 
may lurk in their Members to their dying 
Day? However, allow they may be re- 
claim'd, that the Leopard may change his 
Spots, and the Aitbiopian his Skin, and 
ldat they may do good who are accuſtomed - 
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db evil ; yet Satan has the firſt Fruits, and 

tis only not 1mpollible but that they may. 
turn to the Service of Heaven in their, 
hoary and decrepit Age, when they are in 
a manner diſabled from Sin, and can no 1 
longer perform its abominable Drudgeries %, 
J ſaid it was only not impoſſible fox then ve: 
to reform, and I believe it will truly ap. Nip. 
pear to be no more, to any that conhders,.. 
the malignity of inveterate Prejudice; it. 
makes their averſions againſt Goodneſs al 
moſt eſſential and unconquerable, they are, 
hardned in Sin and proof againſt the alarms * 
of Conſcience. Hence it is that ſo. many; 
of theſe early bewilder'd Wretches are lo... 
infatuated, as to invert the aiſtinctious o 
Good and Evil. for inſtance, to admire Cur: 
ſing, Swearing and Raillery, as the grace: 
ful Embelliſhments of Diſcourſe; to thinkit 
a bravery to Blaſpheme, to practice Lying 
Diſſimulation and Falſhood, as commend 
ble Artifices of Bargaining and Commerce, 
with (God knows — other Impie ties, 8 

if they were the Accompliſhments, and no 
the Diſgrace and Reproach of their Educa 
tion. Now is it pollible that their Souls... 
ſhould be thus drouſy, ſear d and remorſe te 
leſs in the cold Embraces of Death and Sin 
Had they not been conſign d to the guidance}; 
of their grand Enemy, and inur'd to beg 
wicked before they could diſtinguiſh right, 
and wrong. gs 
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2. In the next place Children ſhould be 
under a religious Care and Education, not 
only to prevent theſe fatal Prejudices, but 
to arm and defend them againſt all the 
no eu Temprations of their 7 Enc- 

en. ITnfancy is (as it were) the firſt ap- 
Ipearance of the Soul upon the Theatre of 
"this World: In that State, like Strangers 
and Pilgrims, we are truly ignorant of the 
 Fcunning Devices and Snares that are laid 
"Fin wait for us; under this Diſadvantage 

our Enemies (like ravening Wolves that 
rather about Lambs) lay cloſe Sieges to 
Auceltroy us, Temptations are then ftrong , 
ind Reſiftance weak and languid; therefore 
elt we ſhould come to reliſh the ſweetneſs 
Bf ſerving God, our infernal Foes are ſet in 
*YConſpiracy with the World, together with 
our own lawleſs Paſſions, to accompliſh our 
mine. Now when Youth is thus beſet 
vith ſo many pompous Vanities, diſplay'd 
In the moſt prevalent Temptations both of 
Pride and Pleaſure, how readily do they 
paſs away their Innocence to theſe ſpecious 
Hlurements? how eaſy are they to be 
ranſported with Luſt, Wantouneſs, and 
The haughty Ambition of riſing up to the 
ewdeſt Extravagancies of the Age? how 
uickly brought over to an incorrigible pe- 


h ulancy and * in Diſcourſe, to a 
Si perltitious fooliſnneſs of Artire, and 5 
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be ſeriouſly devoted to Vanity, without am 
ſober thoughts of ſerving God, or faving 
their Souls? Nay, they will be fo ſenſeleſ 
of any danger, as to rejoyce in being be 
tray'd to theſe damnable and killing, tho 
momentary pleaſing Evils. This is the Ef 
fect of giving way to governleſs Affection 


Reaſon and Fore-light to their {laviſh Bond 


age, how eaſy a Prize muſt they be to the 
Deſtroyer, how open and unguarded in al 


their Capacities, and how ſoon entanglee 


in ſome vicious Compliance or other, upon 


every turn of Converſation ? Now he al 
lures and dazles their Eyes with lewd anc 


tempting Dalilab s, this wounds them with 


laſcivious Thoughts and unchaſt Deſires 
now he diverts them with the /variou 
ſounds of Blaſphemy, prophane Swearing 
Lyes, Slander, and obſcene” Diſcourſes 
This execrable Oratory ſubtly ſteals inte 
their Hearts, and vents it felt again upo 
any occaſion of Anger, Strife or Malice 
another time he heſots their ſenſual Appe 
- tites in Drunkenneſs, Luxury and Inten 
perance. And had we the Faculty of view 


ing the immaterial World, and ſeeing tb: 


Enterprizes of unclean Spirits, we ſhoul 
find that under theſe Extravagancies the 
Devil's Flock about them, (like Vermina 
Wo. bout 


and uncontroul'd carnal Defires ; While 
Paſſion and Luſt run thus high, and ſubjeR 
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Jout Carrion) to fill them with evil Sug- 
nell eeſtions, and to furniſh them with oppor- 
Junities of perpetrating any flagitious Vil- 

anies ä | 
Upon this ſurvey of ſo many Tempta- 
tions, what fatal Dangers are young and un- 
wary People expos d unto? what with the 
Jl ſubtlety of internal Legions that lie in 
0 wait for them, and what with the treachery 
of their own rebellious Affections, that 
F would always betray them, how great and 
Inalicious a Conſpiracy is there form'd a- 
gainſt them? their Enemies affault them 
Ion all ſides, and'cloſely beſiege their Souls 
by all imaginable Tryak, Provocations, un- 
:rmining Wiles, and malicious Stratagems; 
til bow then ſhould we redouble our Cares, to 
ground them betimes in Vertue, and to 
ou cra ve uxilaries from above, God's continual 
ing 6:ace andBleſſing, to fortify their Weakneſs 
and to overthrow and diſſipate their impla- 
cable ghoſtly Foes? and how diligent ought 
we to be to prevent them even from the 
iceYiazards of Temptations, while their Pro- 
ope penſions and Inadvertencies are ſo liable to 
em expoſe them. It was the Cuſtom of an an- 
ex cient and wiſe People, to Educate their 
bY Children in ſolitary Places, where no wan- 
ul ton Eye might tempt them, no vicious Ex- 
tha ample might corrupt them; and they were 
in not to be admitted to their Societies of 
bout 3 Towns 
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Towns or Cities, before they were of a ſet 
led Judgment, and eſtabliſh d in their Re 
ſolutions of renouncing Evil. This it ma; 
be 1s too ſevere a Caution, and inconſiſtent 
with the preſent diſpoſition of the World; 
however it would be Prudence and Intereſl 
for Governours ſo far to imitate them, az 
to reſtrain their Families, eſpecially Chil 
dren, from licentious Meetings, and Mat 
Revelings ; for in ſuch confus'd and head bl 
leſs Conventions, where there is no dread an 


of any Governour's Inſpection, Immoralutyl or 


takes its ſwing, and ſo freely addreſſes the gr 
inconſide rate and young Spectators, as toll, 
challenge both Acceſs and Compliance. 


If they were prevented from theſe en 10 


| 2 Opportunities, till they were taughiſ cu 


dutifully to fear God, with the hainouſgeſi dhe 
and danger of diſobeying Him, there would, 
then be hardly any dread that ſuch wouldp;. 
go a gadding after vain and forbiddenfl;,. 
Sports; our Streets would not be peſter / 
with abuſive, ill-bred Children, nor the; 
Commonwealth ſo overcharg'd with protl 
gate, idle Vagabonds: Godlineſs woul 
ave an untinterrupted Influence over em 
they would bluſh at the fight of ill Com 
pany, and ſtrive to exceed in Civility, Me 
deſty and Innocence. When Youth 1s thut 
Divinely regulated, their Vertues fung 

WILL 
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with ſo ſweet and charming a Grace, as 
renders their Converſation not much Jeſs 
pleaſant and delightful, than the Society 
Jof Angels. Who would not be raviſh'd to 
Id hear a Child diſcourſe knowingly of divine 

ITnings? How comely is it to 2 their De- 


ll mcanour adorn'd with Sobtiety and Pru- 


dence? and how dear and acceptable do 
they render themſelves, by paying an hum- 
ble Deference and Submiſlion o the Perſons 
and Commands of their Superiors in Age 
or Authority? Contrarily, What more 
J zrievous, than to ſee Youth fo brutiſh ag 
to abuſe and ſpurn againſt their Parents and 
} Teachers, even while they are in molt need 
of them? and what a grating Noiſe is it, 
to hear thoſe that can ſcarce | ſpeak, to 
Curſe and Blaſpheme, as if they had ſuck d 


nelYthe Devils Doctrine out of the Breaſts that 


rave them Milk? How well does the 
bal miſt's Deſcription ſuit with them? They 
became froward from their mothers umb, 
& ſoon as they are born they go aſtray to [peak 
er, they become venemous as the poyſon of 
erpents, ſtopping their ears to the voice 

the charmer, charm he never ſo wiſely. Cer- 
tunly our grand Enemy doth mightily 
triumph over ſo undiſciplin'd a Generation 
of Vipers as this; they no ſooner have the 


Wiſe of their Hands, but they filch and ſteal, 


nor the uſe of their Tongues; but-they 1 
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and ſwear.'Tis true, ſuch Miſcreants as theſe 
may repent, (but if as molt likely) they be 
loſt, their Parents muſt one Day expect a 
heavy Reckoning for their Miſcarriage. For, 
Thirdly 
it be not ſo much conſider d amongſt us by 
humane Laws, yet it is not left as indiffef. 
ent to our choice, for we are moſt ſolemu- 
ly oblig'd to it by the expreſs word of God. 
How much ſoever we think our ſelves en. 
gag'd to relieve them with Food and Rai- 
ment in their greateſt Weakneſs, it is un. 
doubtedly our Duty in a higher Degree, to 
adorn their Minds with ſpiritual Know. 
ledge, and that Compaſſion is much more 
ſeraphick and divine, which has a livelier 
Feeling of the Neceſſities and Wants of 
the Soul than the Body. The Soul is God“ 
peculiar Care, it is for the Preſervation of 
it that his Laws are generally concern d; 
and it is the only Creature in theſe lower 
Regions that can offer him a rational Ser- 
vice, therefore he has left it as an eternal 
Obligation upon Parents, to conſecrate ther 
Children to this purpoſe. This is implyd 
in the fourth and fifth Commandments, in 
the former the Parent 1s requir'd to charge 
his Children to Hallow and San&tify the 
Sabbath Day, and conſequently to obſerve 


all the publick Ordinances of Religion: by: 


the later (as the“ Apoftle explains it) the 
© *'Epbeſ s. 214. . Chik 


the Education of Children, tho 
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Children are no leſs entitVd to the Right 
of Receiving good Nurture and Education 
from their Parents, than they are oblig d 
to return them the Homage of Honour and 
Obedience. And this is yet more plainly 
enforc'd in ſundry other Faſſages of Scrip- 
ture: When «Moſes deliver'd the Law to 
[ſracl, it was his particular Charge to Pa- 
rents, Deut. 6. J. T hou ſhalt teach them 
diligently to thy children, and ſbalt talk of 
them when thou ſitteſt in thy houſe, and 
walke/t by the way. And ſo the. Pſalmiſt, 
He hath eflabliſh'd a teſtimony in Jacob, and 
appointed a law in {ſracl, which he command. 
ed our fathers that they ſhoulda make them 
tnown to their children. Thus, from Age 
to Age the People of God thought them- 
ſelves oblig d to inſtruct every tycceeding 
Generation in the Laws and Knowledge of. 
eternal Wiſdome. 3 

The Reaſon of this Diligence is ex- 
plain'd in that of the wiſe King, Prev. 22. 
6. Train up a child iu tbe way that he ſhould 
go, and when he is old he will not depart from 
it, He will be enamour'd with Religion, 
habit and cuſtom will make it eaſy: Sin 
will appear frightful to him, and his early 
acquaintance, with. God, will ſtill more 
and more raiſe his ſatis faction in noble and 
divine Exerciſes; and his riper reflections 
upon the paſt ee and 8 

| 2 CY 


ol bie Youth will wake it appear 'very 
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theſe reaſons the Jews commended the care 
of Education, to the moſt knowing and 
wiſeſt Men. Judas the Son of Saripbeas, 


the Law, were put to be Inſtructors of 


it gather'd fo firm a Root, that few or none 


bd 
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grating and unnatural], to end thoſe Days 
in Vice, that were happily begun in Ver. 
tue; or to turn back again to Hell, after he 
is come ſo far on his way to Heaven. For 


and Matthias Son of Margaloth, tho' they 
were two famous excellent Interpreters of 


Youth. It was proſecuted with a 
deal of Zeal and Earneſtneſs, 4 for the 
taught them the Laws of Moſes, wi 


other pious and prudential . Inſtitutions I », 


twice every Day: And the contempts.and y 
neglects of the Rudiments preſcribd, was I 


puniſh'd with the ſevereſt Inflictions, par- tt 


ticularly if they diſobey'd their Parents I ib 
they were ſton'd to Death; ſo that what th 


with the diligence of their Teachers, what co 


with the wiſdom of their Inſtructions, and Fc 
what with the ſeverities of theirDiſcipline, I is 


"Youth was kept within Bounds, never let tot 


looſe to perverſe Inclinations, and ſo not ¶ vo 


over-grown in Ignorance and Rudenels. Di 
Divinity was inculcated to them as ſoon wi 
their Abilities could take it, and by ſo doing th: 


of them ever apoſtatiz d, or renounc'd theis 
* /of. Ant 1, 17.C: 8, t Is. Ant, I. 4 c. 8, R 
; | : 
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Religion on the moſt provoking Tempta- 
tions; but this was no longer than while 
they were thus tutor'd in their Minority. 


On the Declenſion of their Government, 


when this method was omitted, they alſo 


bad their Aeg and degenetated like 


the Samaritanes, and the reſt of their ido- 
latrous Neighbours, into Prophaneneſs and 
Inconſtancy. Hence it has been by ſome 
juſtly ſuſpected, that the ſhameful Changes, 


with the infinite variety and diſguiſes of 


Religion among us, are the monſtrous 
Iſſues of our looſe, indulgent, irreligious 
Education. Anguiſh or Pride makes it a 
Reproach, to begin to learn in a ripe Age, 
what ſhould have been learnt ſooner; and 
yet it is to be fear'd, that there are as many 
Men as Children, that ſhould be put to 
their Catechiſms, if the ſhame of learning 
their Duty, was not more grievous to them, 
than the fears of Damnation. But thus 
coming abroad without Principles, and a 
Foundation to build upon, their Religion 
is nothing elſe. but Intereſt or Faſhion, 
toſs d to and fro, vary'd and chang'd in fa- 
vour of the prevailing Party. A wretche® 


Diſſimulation, which is not to be: thought of 


without horrour and deteſtation, by auy 
that are well grounded in the Eſſentials of 
Religion, and brought up by the Apoſtle's 
Rule, in the nurture and admonition of 1he 
Lord, Eph. 6. 4. „ Doeh), 
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l Fonrthly, As for their ſpiritual Security, 
and the Submiſſion due to the Dictates of 
the Divine Authority, ſo we ſhould at. 
tend to the care of Eöbterzon becauſe it 
is a Point of the higheſt Conſequence, upon 
the ſcore of its ſecular Advantages ; for 
good Education doth at the ſame time it 
infuſes Religion, give us Abilities of world. 
Iy Promotion: ſo that the Worldling, as 
well as the Religious, will find their Ac. 
counts in it, it being the way to gain 

| Treaſures upon Earth as well as in Heaven, 
and to enrich us as much with Wealth and, 
Reputation, as with Piety and Goodnefs ; 
for it is evident that this depends in the 
main upon that way of living, which at 
our firlt ſetting out we are train'd unto, 
Who are the moſt eminent in Arts and 
Sciences? Who are exalted to the advan: 
tagious Offices of Church and'State? who 
are the leading Sages and Luminaries of 
the World, its chief Fountains of Under: 
ſtanding and Knowledge, but they that are 
refin'd and poliſh'd into theſe Perfection: 
by a liberal and generous Education? The 
Concerns of Frade, and the good Returns 
of Commerce, are ſeldom underſtood or 
proſecuted with Advantage, unlefs we ferve 
an Apprenticeſhip, and run a courſe of In- 
ſtructions ſuitable to that purpoſe : The 
ſame is to be ſaid of every Employing 
or 
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for it is not eaſy dextrouſly to manage the 
the moſt ordinary Mechanical Artifices and 
Manufactures, without being previouſly di- 
ſciplin'd and inur'd to Induſtry and La- 
bour. Now the neceſſity of Schools and 
Apprenticeſhips being thus evident to raiſe 
up Men of Buſineſs, by forming them to 
the uſe of Societies, Religion ſnould be as 
diligently inculcated, as the only Motive 
that can enforce them to purſue their Buſi- 
neſs with Sobriety and n for we 
have too many Teſtimonies of the Inſig- 
nificancy, nay and of the Miſchiefs of Skill 
and Knowledge, when they are not ſteer d 
and guided with Probity and religious 
Principles, Hence it is obvious to po 
ceive that the riſe and progreſs of worldly 
Eminency is oweing to Education, and that 
becauſe it furniſheth us firſt with ſocial 
and uſeful Abilities, and ſecondly with 
moral Vertues, to make us diligent in our 
Callings, and obedient to the Laws; and 
by this means it enricheth us with Eſtates, 
and ennobles us with Reputation and E- 
ſteem, and prepares us for the due Execu- 
tion of publick Offices; it raiſeth the bet- 
ter ſort to he generous Patriots, to enact 
and maintain good Laws, to govern their 
Brethren uprightly, to puniſh the wrong 
doer, and to reſcue the Oppreſſed; it ſets 
them out with Capacities to do good upon 


14 all 
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a all Emergencies, with heroick Valour to 
ſtand in our Breaches againſt forreign Ho- 

ſtilities, with reſolute Integrity to ſuppreſs 

and extirpate our worſt Enemies, Vice and 
Immorality, with Vertue and an indefatiga- 

ble Charity to Mens Souls, and a Zeal of pro- 

moting them in Religion & Holineſs. Again, 

It makes the Services of inferior Orders 
beneficial in their Places; for as Syracides 

ſuaith, Eccl. 38. 31, 32, 33, 34. Though men 

of trade and labour are not to be ſoug bt in pub. 

lic council, and fit not in the 580 congrega 
tron; though they cannot declare juſtice and 
Judement, and are not to be found where po. 

rables are ſpoken ; yet they will maintain the 

fate of tbe world, all theſe truſt in their 


 hanas, and without theſe cannot a city be in. 
| babited,. It is their Induſtry that 1 


us with the Neceſſaries of Life, and the 
| Recruits of Trade; ſo that their Labours 
and Skill are the ſureſt Mines to raiſe and 
enrich a Kingdom. Thus while in our 
tender Years we are well diſciplin'd, ever 
rticular Perſon will be publickly aſeful 
ike living Members of the Commonwealth, 
acting our peculiar Functions ſubſervient- 
ly to one another, and to the Conſerva- 
tion of the Society we belong to. And 
Then how blefled, how bright and flov- 
riſhing muſt that Government be that 1s 
thus furniſh'd with agreeable Capacities to 
every 


* 
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every Station? with able and experiene d 
Governours and Counſellors, with vertu- 
ons and irreproveable Chriſtian Patriots 
and Paſtors, with diſcerning conſcientious 
Judges and Magiſtrates, with a ſober exem- 
plary Nobility and Gentry, and laſtly with 
an induſtrious, obedient, godly Commonalty. 
Certainly a People thus perfected and thus 
inur'd to Vertue, are the only Men that 
can rightly drive on the Advancement of 
their State; of ſuch we may ſay, Happy 
gre the people that are in ſuch a caſe : happy 
is the Government that hath been thus 
mindful] of cultivating Youth, and there. 
by of propagating neceſſary Knowledge, 
Induſtry and Sobriety among all Ranks and 
Conditions of Men. | * 
On the contrary, caſt a glance on the 
Diſadvantages of a neglected and an ill. 
bred People, and it will at firſt view appear 
they are ſuch as involve, not only a few 
Families, but whole Kingdoms in Calamity 
and Deſtruction. What is more natural 
than to ſee theſe Rulers vicious, looſe and 
careleſs of the common Good, who thro' 
a fatal negle& have not been early initiated 
in Religion and Principles? What is it 
that inclines ſo many of the Gentry or 
Wealthy to be lewd, debauch'd, cheap, de- 
ſpicable, prophane and ignorant, but the 
pernicious Indulgencies allow'd _ in 
| FR their 
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their Minority? Or what is it that{warmg 
the Commonwealth with Beggars, Vaga. 
bonds, Highway-Robbers, and many other 
wicked uſeleſs Miſcreants, but the Pride 
or Lazineſs of improving them to be labo· N uc 
rious and honeſt while they were young qu 
enough to be taught? In a word, Sloath, Win 
Ignorance, Poverty, Injuſtice, Immorality,Wyil 
Diſgrace and Barbarity are the common ui. cr 
avoidable Conſequences of the neglect toffflth 
train up Children regularly; and thereforeW:n 
it muſt undoubtedly be one of the leadingWl: t 
Cauſes to debaſe a Nation, and. to fink aſc 
Government into ruin. It is very ill 
markable obſerving the different tenden 
cy of Mens Actions, according to their E 
ducation: The well-diſciplin'd indultri. 
_ oully follows his neceſſary Concerns, the 
other heedleſly revels his time in Luxury 
and idle Diverſions; the one improves his 
Talent, and increaſeth his Poſſeſſions, the 
other prodigally ſquanders his Patrimony 
or Portion with fruitleſs and profligate 
Companions; the diligence and merit o 
the one entitles him to every ones Ret 
and Favour, the ſloath and uſeleſnels ol 
the other ſinks him into Contempt and Ig 
nominy ; the one is often a publick Bene 
factor to his Country, the Joy, and org 
ment of his Father's Houſe, the other 1s 


an uſeleſs burden to the Earth, a ron 
| ea 
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rms dead Member of the Commonwealth, a Re. 
g. proach and Scandal to all he belongs to; 
chern fine, the one being led and directed by 
ride Wright Principles to a vertuous Converſa- 
abo-Mtion, ſecures himſelf not only a reputable 


ung quiet and comfortable Life here, but lays: 


ath\Min reverſion for an Inheritance in the ra- 


ity, rihing Joys of Eternity, the other poor | 


un. creature's Extravagancies expoles him to 
t tolflhe regretful ſorrows of Impiety, Ignorance 
foreM:nd Barbarity in this World, and without 
ling: timely amendment, to theſe endleſs Mi- 
ik acries, the Mages of Sin hereafter. 


re. But tho' we ſhould not conſider Eternity, 


len · I nethinks diſcreet and prudent Men ſhould 
r E-be mov'd even by theſe ſecular Accounts, 
ſtri I viſely to educate their Children; and for 
their Encouragement, I may add beyond 
what was already ſaid, that it has one very 
uncommon, but ſingularly comfortable Pri- 
riledge to attend it, Namely, That Educa- 
tion is the ſureſt Legacy, the moſt inſepa- 
Yrable Inheritance a Parent can bequeath 

his Children. To leavethem Treaſures of 
Gold and Silver, ſumptuous Palaces, and 
plentiful Eſtates, will be no proof againſt 
Poverty; they may loſe and run away from 


NY all theſe by their own prodigal Follies, or 
na by the Oppreſſion and Injuſtice of others. 
o inveſt them with Grandeur, and to a- 
Jl corn them with diſtinguiſhing marks of 

oy © Dig 


turn their backs and forſake us. 
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Dignity, is no fecurity of Honour ; for 
theſe Titles alſo (like the Apples of Sodom 
are. very periſhing and precarious Orng. 
ments; the Frowns of - Superiors, with 
many unthought of Contingencies, wall 
ſubject them as much to Contempt and Ni. 
grace: And ſo it fares with all External, 
they unaccountably ſhift and change their 
Maſters, ſometimes they unexpeQedly es. 
reſs and favour us, then of a ſudden they 
peeviſhly take the wing, and leave us na 

Led and diſrob'd of all our bor row d Glories 
But the Riches and Accompliſhments of E. 7 
ducation are not of this fleeting and uncon- 
ſtant Nature, they are generally ſuch as 
that it is not in our own power, or that of If 
our molt ſpiteful Enemies, to rob or dil. f 
franchiſe us of them; it is an Eſtare fitu- © 
ate within us, eſſentiated to our Souls, es- 
ſily enrich'd by Exerciſe and Application, 
and ſuch as will be our conſtant Companion 
to relieve, comfort and delight us upon any , 
Difficulties, and in any unfortunate Croſſes, 
even when all our Friends and Poſſeſſions T 


Fifthly and laſtly, There is one Induce- 
ment more to awaken our Care in this 
Affair, and ſuch a one as very much vp . 
braids our Neglect herein; Namely, Bel © 


cauſe an orderly Education has been the 5 
chief care of all well conſtituted Govern a 


ments, 
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nents, not only of the Jewiſh (as was al- 


Nations: Of the Chineſe it is often noted, 
that they began their care for the good Eſta» 
e blihment of their Children, with their 
conception in the Womb; for it was their 
Rule that Parents ſhould keep themſelves 
in an agreeable and even Diſpoſition of 


of Conception, hey ſhould vitiate or 


Io this agrees that of the great Mora 
„ Platarch, who (in his Tract of Eaucation) 
Ways, That ſuch Parents as are vicious don't 
only poiſon and debaſe the Blood of their 
„ue, but entail upon them the Ignominy 
. of their Lewdneſs and Debauchery. Now 
TK vadoubredly a People that were ſo nice and 
tender of begetting a good Diſpoſition, and 
ſetthng a happy Temperament of Body, 
were chiefly ſolicitous of rendring their 
Minds hereby the more capable of being 
beautified with the beſt Improvements. 
That their Inſtructions were of an extra- 
ordinary tendency, may be probably in- 
fer d from what Joſephus avers of the an- 
p cient Eaſtern wite Men, the Calani, (from 
whom their modern Philoſophers are de- 
riv'd) that it was their Doctrin, That the 
Souls of Men were ſent to dwell in Bodies, 


and to live upon Earth for a time to exert 
Ny | their 


eprave the Conſtitution of their Omer 
111 


eady obſer v d) but of very many Heathen | 


Body and Mind, 22 about the times 
leſt t 


Fg 
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their Vertues ; that upon a proof of their"! 
Behaviour, they might be either puniſud a 
or received to Eternal Happineſs. By their i 
Morals tis likely their Neighbours, the 
poneſe, had the ſame perſwaſions; for they" 

are ſaid to uſe that diligence, in inforcingſ®® 
upon their Children the Neceflity, and inf” 
charming them with the Comlineſs of th 
Truth and Honeſty, as that the Vices of fl? 
Lying, Falſhood and Hypocriſy are ſuch 
Monſters, as theſe Heathens, e ven in a ſtate 
of Infidelity, are aſham'd of. The Perſe ſe 
an again are ſaid to inſtruct their Children. 


after the ſame manner, that is, not in '8 
Words and Sophiſms, but in the Practice of - 
Vertue and good Manners. The Nature, 


of their Inſtitutions may be gather'd from 
the particular care taken with their Kings 
Sons, who as ſoon as they advanc'd to the 
Exerciſe of Thought and Reaſon, were com. 
mitted to the Tuition of four Men, ſucha 
were ſeverally the moſt eminent for #7 
dom, Fuſtice, Temperance, and Yalonr; 
whereof the Viſeſt was to improve them 
in the ſacred Inſtitutions of eligion, the 
Juſt in the Rules of Jaftice, the 7 emperale 
how to over-rule their Paſjuns, and the 
Valourous to raiſe them above all ſervile 
| Fears, and to a generous contempt of O. 
gers, and of Death it ſelf, rather than in 
the leaſt to blemiſh themſelves by bale ot 


* Tavern. Deſcr, of Jap, | un wor 
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mworthy ,Compliances. By theſe noble 
ind juſt Endeavours, there is no doubt but 


that they had furniſh'd themſelves with 


nany heroick, ſoveraign Examples of Ver- 
tue, if at the ſame time they had not us d 
them to too much tenderneſs and delicacy, 
and by that means ſoftned and emaſculated 
the gene roſity of their Spirits. Now the 
Harſans and warlike Gorhs wiſely fore - 
ſeeing this, and how natural it was for 
the nice and tender bred to be mean and 
ſeeble Perſons, they did therefore, to- 
zether with the Principles they infus'd, 
'\Accuſtom * Youth to courſe uneaſy Cloa- 
'thing, to ſtrong but ordinary Food, to vi- 


'olent and weariſom Exerciſes, as their 


Age could bear it, ec. Thus they thought 
it neceſſary to be harden'd for Buſineſs and 
Enterprize, and that it was improbable 


that great or noble Minds ſhould live or 


_— themſelves in nice and effeminate 
Bodies. ah 


Again, Tho' the Romans in their begin 


nings were a rough and an unpoliſht People, 
yet upon their Eſtabliſhment and ſearch 
into the Rules of Government, the due Re- 
zulation and Training up of Youth was 
both ſolemnly enjoyn d and praftic'd; as 
appears from that noted Pall; e of Quin. 
Zilian, That as ſoon as a Child was fit to 


* Sce Walker of kducation, ye 
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| leave his Mother he was commended to 
© the Tuition of fe 
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ome grave Matron of a 
© regular Converſation, whoſe buſineſs it 
as to be a Governeſs of Youth, before 
* whom it was thought an unpardonable 
© Crime to ſpeak an ill Word, or to do an 
ill Action ; and ſhe was not only to model 
« and qualify them with the neceſſary Ru- 
«© diments of Buſineſs and Employment, but 
to uſe that Circumſpection alſo over their 


© Behaviour, as to ſce that they were not 


© ouilty of the leaſt Immorality, but ſober 
© and inoffenſive even at Play and Recrez- 
tions. Cellius tells us, That fo high was the 
Romans Eſteem for Edu. 
rien iter, priſck cation, as to reckon it the 
guid Grect wyhiar diſtinguiſhin Character o 
Lane t. Humanity; becauſe, as the 
ſame Author continues, that 
Inſtruction and good Education ſeems to be 
the peculiar Province among all living 
Creatures of Man only. And truly it wa 
not undeſervedly that Education. was thus 
regarded, ſeeing that it dignifies our Nature 
with fo noble an Exaltation, as ſeems to 
make a greater diſtinction in Mankind, 


between ſome of the more poliſh'd and the 


ruder part of it, than there 1s between ſome 
Men and inferior Animals. 
- But there are none that ſeem to have 
been more ſenſible of this than the leargs 
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and induſtrious Greeks, Education was one 
of their fundamental Principles of Govern- 
nent, and thought worthy to be taken 
care of by the State; to this purpoſe they 
invited, entertain'd and encouraged Phi- 
loſophers, Orators and learned Men, and, 
valu'd them as the Fences and Bulwarks 
of the Common-wealth, becauſe they were 
inſtrumental to breed up able Perſons, fit 
for all Adminiſtrations both of Peace and 
War. By this means, as the whole Nation 
did, in general, diſtinguiſh it ſelf in 
ing, Eloquence, and Politeneſs above the 
Barbarians ; So there were none of their 
own Provinces that triumph'd in ſo many 
Excellencies, that was ſo vigorous, ſo well 
nan d, or better form d than that of Sparta ; 
which is undoubtedly to be imputed to the 
Severity of their Diſcipline beyond that of 
their Country-men. For while they up- 
held their great Lawgivers Injunction 
about the Education of their Children, 
they were always provided with a, Succeſh- 
on of Men of Principles, of Conduct, of 
Diſcretion and Valour that were both 
willing and able to maintain and defend 
their Religion, Laws and Liberty. Now 
ſeeing that the Wiſdom of their e 
bath ſo well juſtify'd it ſelf by a laſting Ex- 
perience and Sueceſs, in ſupporting them 
bor ſeyeral Hundreds of Years (tho few in 
K Number) 


rn- 
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Number) in Reputation and Power; it may 
therefore be of ſome Uſe (for our readier 
Reflection) here to recite their more gene. 
ral Obſervances in this Affair, which 
Plutarch delivers to this Effect. 5 
Firſt, It was decreed by the State that 
tall Perſons, without exception, ſhould 


© yield up their Children to be educated c 
after the manner of their Country. If: 
any one refus'd he' forfeited his Privi- Nh 
* ledges and was {traitway disfranchiz'd, for Nc 
they, could not think that that Perſon; 
© would be ever ſerviceable that was not E 
brought up under the ſame Care and Se. Na. 
verity with his fellow Subjects. Beſides th 
it was an infamous Reflection upon the n; 
parents to be ſo mean ſpirited, as to pre-. Id 


fer the love of their Children to the loveof 
their Country; and the Satisfaction of a 
fond and fooliſh Paſſion to the Security off th 
the Publick. Having thus provided, thatF in 
all ſhould be conformable to one -aprovedF it 
Diſcipline, Secondly, They took cate f Ch 
that they ſhould not looſe time in purſuit F ha 
© of yain Speculations, Curioſities, or Tri- I tor 
(fles, but limited their Inſtructions to 
things of Uſe and Service. Therefore nc 
© their Learning, it muſt be confeſs'd, was dai 
© not high, for they made it the main offer 
ctheir - Inſtitution, to teach them how to 


3 — — 
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ay obey the Laws and Commands of their 
er Supe riors, how to endure with Patience 
ae. * the greateſt Difficulties, and where they 
ch could: not conquer, to die in the defence 
of a good Cauſe. To this end, they were 
ut univerſally bred to labour, and from their 
nd Infancy inur'd to Hardſhip, to de thinly 
ted clad, to a courſe: ſparing Diet, to fleep 
II and reſt upon Mats, and aceuſtom'd to 
vi- ¶ hard and manly Exerciſes; by this they 
for {came to be of a vigorous ſolid Conſtitu- 
ſon uon, harqen'd and provided for daring 
not Enterprizes; no Qualities, no Degrees 
de · ¶ among them were exempted from Induſtry; 
des they were not ſwarm'd with ſoft etfemi- 
the nate Perſons, that glory'd in Sloth and. 
ne · ¶ ldleneſs; no man thought it a diſgtace to 
of labour for himſelf or the Public... 
a © Thirdly, They made up the Defect of 
Vofſ their Learning, by an wonderful Induſtry 
hat in the regulation of their Manners. For 
ved it was their firſt Care to fee that their 
are Children were never ſo neglected, as to 
ſuit I have the Opportunities of ill Company; 
Tri; or avoiding of which, they were requir'd” 
too attend and to converſe with the aged 
fore i and wiſe, and to eat and drink with them 
was f daily at their publick Conventions, Which 
lor the fingular Diſcretion and Moderati- 
on there obſer vd, ſeem'd to be Schools of 
Temperance, Sobriety and Modeſty; fot 
1 what 
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*. what with the ſolid Diſcourſes, and what 
with the good Examples, wherewith theſe © 
grave Elders did entertain them, they did 
veffectually create in them a right Under. 
* {tanding of themſelves, & did awaken them 
to their duty, to be ſtrictly obedient to their 
parents, to pay a profound Reverence to all 
* their Dictates and Commands, to have a 
dread Reſpect to all their Superiors in Age 
or Authority; to riſe up before the hoa- 
©ry Head, to honour the Face of the old 
Man, to give him the Way when they! 
met him in the Streets, and to ſtand ſhill ©: 
and be ſilent till he paſſed by. To main - 
© tain this regard, it was, always the Privi- 
edge of the old Men to be Inſpectors and 
Cenſors of the manners of Youth. By this 
© means they never wanted careful Tutor 
and Guardians, that were always ready to], 
«* 2dmoniſh and inſtruct them, and noone! 
<durſt be refractory to their Inſtruction, *! 
© or murmur at their Reproofs ; Nay, ift 
Child had been puniſh'd by them for his 
Miſdemeanors, and complain'd of their de- 
verities to his Parents in hopes of Redreſ '! 
it was accounted highly diſhonourabley. 
in them not to add to their Puniſhment by} » 
© 2 freſh Correction for the Folly and Inf \ 
_ © juſtice of their Complaint. For by the com s 
mon Intereſt of Diſcipline, and the ſtrid** 


Care that eyery one was oblig'd to get thi 
| tell 
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lat 

fe fin one the other, that they would ne- 
lid ver enjoin any Children the Performance 
er. of what was in the leait unneceſſary or 
em unbecoming them. ie e 

eir Again that they might not be undermin'd 
all bylndulgences or Conni vances, all Perſons 
ez of Age and Diſcretion were obliged under 
ge 2 Penalty to rebuke whatſoever Child they 
0a. found guilty of any Offence, and he that 
old paſs'd by a Fault without reproving it had 
ney the ſame Cenſure with the guilty Perſon, 
till and was made liable to the ſame: Puniſh- 
in. ment; for they could not think that that 
15. Man had any ſerious Regard for the Ho- 
and © nour of their Laws and the Reputation of 
this their Government, who would careleſly 
tors] overlook an Immorality, and patiently ſee 
yu che Corruption of good Manners. This 
one took away all Occaſions of Fondneſs and 
in, Partiality in the Aged, with all Preſump- 
if af tion, Irreverence, Diſobedience, and eſpe- 
bis cially Impatience of Reproof from the 
de- younger Sort. This alſo'reſtrain'd them 
refs from gadding upon wicked and idle De- 
able ligns, for when ever they were met in the 
ir byſyl Streets by the Grave and Elderly, they 
In were to be examin'd whither they were 
com going and upon what Buſineſs ; and if they 
ri deceivd them with Stories or Pretences, 
ke inf} ey never eſcap'd a vigorous Reproof and 
thell | 


their Education, they had a firm Aſſurance 


ſharp 
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ſharp. Correction; ſo that under the un. 
caſy Fears of meeting theſe ſevere Exami. 
ners, with the Impoſſibility of eſcaping 
© Puniſhment upon falſe Excuſes, they were 
<duly reſtrain'd from telling of Lies, or 
© doing any thing that was baſe or wicked. 
© Thus they frighted them out of 1mmoral 
Actions, and they were no leſs watchful 
to govern their Tongues, for if they were 
© found guilty not only of wanton Practices, 
but of obſcene or impure Diſcourſes, theſe 
© things were ſo hainoully look d upon, that 
© the Stains they leſt upon their Reputation 
could ſcarce be obliterated throughout 

Heir Lites. And „oe n 
That there might be no deluding Steps to 
tempt or lead them into theſe Miſcarriages, 
They never permitted Plays either of 
Zragedies or Comedies to be acted among 
© them, neither did they admit of any light, 
© wanton, ludicrous, or effeminate Poetry, 
nor of any Poets but ſuch as for their 
© Gravity and Vertue had the approbation 
of the Magiſtrate 3 for they wiſely forefaw 
that Innocence and good Manners could 
© never be kept inviolate where the ſcan- 
| ©4dalous Licentiouſneſs and Buffooneries of 
the Stages are tolerated, Now this laſt Cav: 
tion may be jultly reckon'd among thelr 
wiſeſt Ordinances; for it is very certain 
that Satan is very highly beholding way 
wide 
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1. vide Propagation of Immorality among us, 
to. the unlimited Liberties of prophang 
Poetry, for what with their revelling, wan- 

re © ton Plays and Harangues, which are the 

or  modiſh Diverſions, of the more Wealthy, 

g. and what with the lewd ungodly Songs and 

al Ballads, which for the Devil's Catechiſms 
1] © are 1nduſtriouſly diſſeminated among all 
re Orders of Rich and Poor, they have recom- 
© mended Vice, and the contempt of Laws as 
e Heroick and Gallant,  Vertue is outfac d, 
at Sobriety is ſcoffed at, Modeſty is abus d, 
on honeſt Induſtry is render'd deſpicable, 
ut Chaſtity, Simplicity and Innocence are 
baffld and ridicul'd, and Religion is always 
to che Subject of their awkward. Mirth and 
es Drollery. It is hard to expreſs,” how theſe 
of © Tolerations ſet forth either the Piety or 
no Prudence of Chriſtian Governours, that 
they ſhould cheriſh them with ſo much 
ry Countenance and Indulgence, as if they 
er would act the parts of nurſing Fathers to 
on che Doctrine and Diſciples of the Devil. 
For not to mention that that unfortunate | 
na Trade of tuneing Ribaldry, is by every 1 
an- days experience found to be a Peſt and Nu- 
of | ance to Morality, and that it was original- 
au. !y an Heathen Artifice, which under the | 
eit ſpecious Colour of expoſing Vice, has been N 
ain always effectual to gild and varniſh it. It 
ches further notorious, that it is moſtly the 

ide . ** 
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bi excrementitious growth of none but luxy. 
rious Governments. Grave and generous 
Sparta could never abide them; we hearof 7 
no ſuch Practices among the wiſeſt Eaſtern 
Countries, nor were they receiv'd at Rome 
or Athens, before they were loſt in Eaſe 
and Effeminacy; then indeed among the 
fatal Preſages of their Ruin, the Stages alſo 
appear d, to help on the general Decay and 
Corruption of good Manners. | 
Now from the foregoing Inſtances it ap- 
pears, how very ns Heathen Govern. I þ: 
ments have been in the grand Affairs of be 
Education, and promoting of good Man- u 
ners; and how ſenſible they were, that ey 
the Welfare of every private Family, to-W tr: 
gether with that of the Publick, was cloſely ly 
dependent thereupon: So that if we compare w: 
their Probity, and their honeſt Zeal in ſup-M fu 
preſſing Vices, with the 3 Diſor. I pl: 
ders andſettl'dProphaneneſs of theChriſtian itr 
World, it ſhould verily overwhelm us with it 
Confuſion and wer of Conſcience ; e. jul 
ſpecially if we conſider, that they were co 
Heathens, and we Chriſtians; how they iu] 
were guided by the glimmering Light of dir 
Nature, and we by the lively and unerring] ult 
Oracles of God; how they had little or n the 


. ſecurity, that their Integrity would be o 
any ſtead to them after Death, but that v cal 
have undoubted Aſſurances, that Goalimiſ no. 


1 
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cu. i not only profitable in this world, but that 
2s it hath a promiſe of that which is io come. 
"of © Tet notwithſtanding this vaſt diſproportion 
ern Hof Knowledge, and the Means of Grace be- 
me tween them and us, is it not a mortifying 
aſe © Reproach, that they ſhould ſo far exceed us 
the in the Diſcipline of Vertue ? Oh! how 
ilſo mindful ſhould this render us of our 
ind Saviour's Caution, that many ſhall come from 
be eaſt and the weſt, and ſhall fit dum with 
ap · ¶ Abraham, Tſaac and Facob in the kingdom of 
rn. ¶ beaver ; but the children of the kimgdom 
of Wl be caſt out into outer darkneſs, there ſhall be 
an · ¶ weeping and gnaſbing of teeth. It being very 
hat evident, that they were more zealous to 
to · ¶ train up Children honeſt y,. and conſequent- 
ſely ly to prevent Impieties than we are. It 
are was by this ſevere Diligence that they were 
up: furniſh'd with ſo many illuſtrious Exam- 
lor-W ples of Morality, with Men that were 
ian ſtrictly obſervant of their Religion, ſuch as 
th} it was, that were valorous and puiſſant, 
e. juſt and upright, that deſpis'd: Death, and 
could not be brib d or terrify'd to any fin- 
jul Compliance. And this inflexible ſted. 
'Y dineſs to their Principles, was made the 
ultimate tendency and perfection of all 
their Diſcipline and Improvement. 
Now how diſſonant is this from that miſ- 
call'd PoNteneſs and Accompliſhment,which 
ww ſo many fooliſhly dote upon and 3 
ue? 


ſue? for when we ſhauld teach them Juſtice, 
Integrity, with other Manly moral Vertues, 
we are more abundantly careful to make 
them formal and ſuperſtitions in vain Pun- 
ctilio's of, Addreſs, ridiculouſly nice and 
effeminate in Behaviour, airy, affected 
and Romantick in Diſcourſe; in a word, 
to complement and diſſemble both in Word 
and Action, and to be more concern d for 
the faſhion of their Cloaths, or the regu. 
larity of their Steps, than for Honeſty ot 
good Literature; as if we e 
Feet fitter for Improvement, than theit 
Heads, and their Bodies more valuable than 
their Souls. Hence it is that we abound 
with ſucceeding Generations of People ſo 
wretchedly regardleſs of Probity, either 
abandon'd to ſenſual Pleaſures, or of ſuch 
baſe degenerous Spirits as will be guilty of 
any villainous or treacherous Artifice, to 
gain a little worldly Wealth; whereas 
but like theſe ſober. Heathens, they were 
duly initiated and brought up under the 
influence of honeſt and well-meaning Prin- 
ciples, there is no doubt but that _ they 
would then be, rais'd above theſe pitiful 


Temptations, and brought ſo to deſpiſe the 


World, as never to forfeit. a good Con- 
ſcience for any of its little petty Gauderics 
of Wealth or Honour. e 

To ſum up all upon a ſerious e 
| | that 


that Intereſt, Reaſon and Authority that 
conſpires to enforce the care of Education, 
one would: think that no Parent ſhould be 
ſo unnatural, or ſo void of reaſon as to ne 

left it. Who is not aſtoniſh'd at the Bar- 
barity of the Idolaters that butcher'd and 
maſſacr'd their little ones in Sacrifice to the 
Devil, Nature ſtartles and recoils at the Re- 


lation of ſuch unrelenting Cruelties. And, 


yet alas! are there not Chriſtians who are 
jet more unmerciful? The Tyranny of the 
ſormer was deſign'd in Piety, and went no 
farther than the Body, ſo that how it far d 
with their Souls is more than we can Judge; 
whereas wicked Chriſtians ſacrifice their 
Children both in Body and Soul: Firſt, to 
Ungodlineſs, and conſequently to the de- 
ſtruction of Hell- fire, which is the true and 
effectual Syſtem that Satan himſelf hath 
propos d to raiſe up Children to Damnation; 
tis true, it may be Worldlings do not ſo 
much conſider theſe ſpiritual Injuries, the 
[ſues of them are at a little diſtance, and 
poſſibly they don't very ſenſibly affect or 
diſturb their ſecular Affairs; and while 
they enjoy the World in Peace, they neg- 


Ilect the Calls and deſpiſe the Fhreats of the 
Lord; his Heaven they don't deſire, and 


Hell they do not fear. Under this Incogi- 
uncy theyboldly ſet up Factors for the grand 


Enemy, in bringing up their Gencrations 
to 
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to be the Slaves of Sin, and the Imps of per 
dition. Oh! unnatural and more than 
ſavage Barbarity ! Poor unthinking Brute 


will endanger their Lives to preſerve their 


Young-ones; how is it then, that Men 
ſhould be ſo miſerably loſt to the Offices o 
Love and Mercy, as to expoſe their own 
Bowels to the worſt of Miſeries, Impiety? 
How much happier were it for the poor 
little Creatures, if as ſoon as they are Born, 
at leaſt as ſoon as Baptiz'd, they were 
Bury'd alive, rather than nurs'd up to a 
profligate Life ? they might then obtain 
Mercy, but being brought up to Wicked. 


_ neſs as ſtrengthen d in Body, they ſeem to 


live for no other end but Perdition. But 
what can be a more griping, melancholy 
Vexation'to a tender Parent, than fo gra 
ting a Reflection as this? How can he bear 
the ruin of his deareſt Relations, or how 
will he be reconcil'd to himſelf, when he 
thinks who occaſion'd it? Their Miſcarri- 
age in this World will be his immediate 
Shame and Sorrow, and which 1s 1nfinitely 
more intolerable hereafter (for as much as 
he is acceſſary to their Damnation in foſter: 
ing their Impieties) all their Curſing 
Lying, Swearing, Diſhoneſty and Lewdnels 
will lie at the Parent's Door, and of him the 
Lord will require their blood. 
This I think ſhould ſuffice to ſatisfy * 
| f tha 


1 


er- 


lan 
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that have Children (tho' of the loweſt 
legrees of Reaſon) how cloſely they are 
concern'd in the well Management of them, 
And the ſame Conſiderations ſhould weigh 
rery much with all others, to whom a truſt 
of this Nature 1s commended, and make 
them truly conſcientious in the diſcharge 


Jofcheir Undertakings, eſpecially Guardians, 


for the Children they aſſume under that 
Charge are after a manner adopted for their 
own, and they are 1n a great meaſure 
touch'd with the ſame Obligations toward 
them, as if they had naturally begot them. 


And they can't be wanting to their Duty, 


without being Rebels againſt God, inhu- 
mane Villains to the poor * 7 and 4 
kind of perfidious Judas a, for betraying 


Ine ſolemn Truſt of departed Friends. God- 
fathers and Godmothers alſo ſhould ſatisfy 


God and their Conſciences by endeavour- 
ing to bring them to Knowledge of Chri- 


Hf ft:an Duties, and of that ſolemn Vow, pro- 


miſe and Profeſſion made for them in Bap- 


um. Finally, their Miniſters and Teachers, 


if to any ſuch they are commended, are ac- 


© countable for their Improvement, and for 
MN planting in them the Seeds and Principles 
YI of vertue. I ia 
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Directions concerning Education. 
Urſuant to the Motives laid down in 
the foregoing Chapter, I come now to 
conſider ſome Directions for accompliſhing 
a happy Education. I ſhall reduce them to 
theſe three Particulars, Firſt in ſhewing 
that they are to be early initiated in Reli 
gion; Secondly, that they ſhould be taught 
tome honeſt and uſeful Sciences or Trades, 


that ſhall be beneficial both to themſelves 


and their Country; Thirdly, that their 
Manners and Converſation ſhould be well 
govern'd, and made conformable, to the 
Rules of Vertue, and the. Laws of the 


Land: In all which I ſhall be very brief, 
becauſe there are many excellent Treatiſes 


on this Subject already. | | 


I begin with the firſt, that we are to 
ground them in Religion. All Religions 


took what care they could to enter theit 


Votaries betimes, for the ſooner they were 


dedicated to divine Service, the ſoonet 


they were eſpous'd to the Protection of the 


Deity. There is yet a more engaging Rea- 
fon to oblige Chriſtians to an early Initia- 
tion, Children (we know) are born in Sin, 
the Parents convey unto them original 

| . Guilt, 
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Guilt, and they ſhould therefore take care 
j ſoon as poſſible to have theſe natural Im- 
purities waſh'd away by the” Laver of Bap. 
Im, and to get them —— Bleſ. 
ing from Chriſt, And then ſince the Or- 
in Ydinance of Baptiſm is the great and ſolemn 
to I Inauguration into Chrilt's Myſtical Body, 
ng Yuoleſs Parents are aſham'd their Children 
to N hould become the Children of God, they 
ne ſhould comply with the Rubric of the 
4 church, in bringing them to be offer d up 
ht Yunto the Lord in the publick Aſſembly. I 
es, mention this by Reaſon of the late unrea 
ves flonable Fondneſs of baptizing at Home; 
eir Irhere it is too often the Introduction to a 
ell Wit of Revelling, as if it were a Ceremony 
he of Idol Sacrifice or an Initiation into the 


he Tuxurious Feaſts of Bacchus, much rather 


than a ſacred Admiſſion into the ſerious and 
elf denying - Chriſtian Profeſſion, ' which 
ertainly ſhould be attended with all the 
becency, Sobriety and Devotion imagin- 
Pole; for conſider, I beſeech you, the 
ature and Advantages of this Sacrament: 
The Perſon baptiz'd is redeem'd out of his 
yrathful State, from the Anger of God 


the ad the Jaws of Satan; he is inveſted with 
ea: Ine Benefits of Chriſt's Sufferings, and he 
t1a- ¶ dedicated to the Service of Heaven. To 
10, Pat end we pray for the efficacious Grace 


| the Spirit, to mortify the Man of Sin, 
11t, to 


* 
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to regenerate him to a new State, to be 


Child of God, a Member of Chriſt and a 


Heir of the Kingdom of Heaven. An 
when we ſue for theſe Royal Priviledge, 


if we think them worth having, or if wear 
in earneſt with God or our Religion, on 


would think we ſhould lay aſide our Stat 


and Vanity, and not grudge either the tim 


or trouble (if apparent Neceſſity pre ven 
not) of coming to the Temple, that u. 
may have the Prayers of the whole Con 
gregation in conjunction witch our own 
that we may ſhew our conformity to tb 
Rules of our Mother the Church, with ou 
readineſs to wait upon God in the hol 
Place where his Honour dwelleth, au 
where he more particularly vouchſafes h 
Preſence, and the diſpenſations of his Blel 


inge. 


Having thus orderly enter d them unde 
Chriſt's Banner, and engag'd them in a Wa 
againſt their Ghoſtly Enemies, the Flell 
the World, and the Devil, we ſhould! 
very religiouſly watchful to prevent thel 
Relapſe. To this end, at the beginnings 


10 1 


their Progreſs in the uſe of Speech anf. 


Reaſon, let the Fundamentals of Religio 


be gradually inculcated to them; mind the! 
often that the great God ſent them in 


this World to glorify him, that he is eve 


where preſent, watching over their Action 
- - a | ai 


fir 
#01 
28. 
as 1 
For 
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and viewing their moſt ſecret Thoughts 
and Purpoſes; mind them alſo, that upon 
their well-doing their Souls ſhall be tranſla- 

ed hence, to the ſociety of Angels, Saints, 

Anand tht Spirits of juſt Men made perfect; 
where without grief, ſickneſs, poverty, 

anxiety or fear, they. ſhall be happy for 

im Ages without end, and be raviſh'd with 

the delights of the divine Preſence for ever- 
nore. Mind them, laſtly, That if they do 
ill, if they diſobey their Parents, or their 
T-achers, if they ſwear, lye, prophane the 
Sabbath, or violate any of the Laws of 
God, they mult then fall into a Hell of mi- 

Y ry, torture, pain, anguiſh and deſpair, 

T where they muſt cohabit with howling, 

& ſcreeching Devils, Furies and Fiends in 
everlaſting Burnings. I know ſome will 
think it Folly or Phanaticiſm to diſcourſe 
with Children at this rate, but the Serip- 
ture teacheth us better thangs: That the 
are Zo reſort carly to the Lord that made 
them ; and the Prophet expoſtulates, #bom 

/a he reach knowledge ? whom ſhall he male 

g off underſtand dorine ? them that are weaned 

anom the mile, and drawn from the breaſt ;_ 

io for precept muſt be upon precept, and line 
hen von line, here a liltle and there a litile, Iſai. 

iu 28. 9, 10. that is, they muſt be improved 

as their Faculties ſerve and by degrees: 
For why may not s tender Oh. | 
| p e 


- -aall 
1 


ge me Dorf 
be as well put upon ſome Acts of Holineſ, 
as _ Abominations of Sin? Satan 
can form their firſt Words and Actions to 
his ' purpoſe, and that is "demonſtration; 
(fince the difficulty is not om "that 


| 
they may be manag'd to the Purpoſes of 
Vertue; eſpecially' if they are in the Tu- 
Ttion of a diſcreet and ſober Attendant: I: 
Therefore that the greater Faithfulneſs I 1 
may be us'd, none ſhould appear more for. f 
ward in this concern than the Mother; and I} \ 
without any ſtudy'd Conſiderations one || | 
1 

5 

c 

C 

D 


would judge, that natural Kindneſs is a 
ſufficient Motive to engage her Care in this 
or any thing elſe, that may compleat her 
Child's Happineſs : Tis queſtion'd by the 
Prophet, as a thing that was monſtrous and 
unnatural, Can a woman forget her ſucking t 
child, that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on ſi 
the fon of her womb ? Ot old it ſeems tuch 1B 
Inſtances were thought to be beyond the B 
Power of Nature however degenerate, Id. 
and too groſs for the Religion of the moſt Idi 
ſavage Infidels : But yer the thing is not ſo 
ſtrange to us, for we find they may forget, I th 
and that there are ſome delicate Women, || th 
whoſe Tendernefs fo far exceeds the Cru- M 
elty of Crocodiles, Tygers and Hyena's, as Þf fa 
that they can abdicate and neglect the Fruit I as 
of their own Bodies. Tis true, Sicknels I. 
or Diſ ability may be a juſt exemption, but 7 
w +4 8 : *: 615 


tis miſerable alleging theſe, or the lie Pre- 
tences to cover Pride or Idleneſs. Hence 
it is, that fo many are Curſed with contuma- 
cious and headſtrong Children, who as th 
never taſted the ſweetneis of being Nurſed 
by them, and it may he never learn'd 
any good Principles from them: So after 
the Mothers have thus neglected them, it 
is no wortder, that they ſometimes prove 
ſuch Monſters, as to forget and forſake the 
Wombs that bare them; for I can't ſay the 
Breaſts that gave them Mik, becauſe they 
ſhook them out of their Boſoms in their 
greateſt Weakneſs: whereas if with a ſin- 
cere, motherly Tenderneſs they took that 
Care, which Religion and Nature pre ſeribes, 
Duty and Gratitude would then concenter 
to create in them, a dread, reverence and 
ſubmiflion to their Perſons and Commands: 
By this Authority, together with God's 
Bleſiing, they might form them while Chil- 
dren, to be very promiſing Ornaments of 
divine Glory. | | 
Where Women have not been wanting to 
this their Duty, we have ſignal Inſtances of 
their ſucceſs By the ſingular Piety of his 


Mother, was Samuel ſanctity'd from his In- 
fancy to the Service of God: For, As ſoon 
as the wean'd bim, ſhe dedicated him to the 
Lord in Shiloh. I have lent him (ſays ſhe) 
to the Lord as long as he lives, and the young 

E 


child 
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| child wor ſbip d the Lord there, 1 Sam. 1. « 
26. 28. 1 73 in God (ſaith the Plab Iv 
malt) 14 was yet upon my mothers B 
breaſt, Pſal. 22. 9. King Lemuel was early d 

inſtructed by his mother i propbefics, and in 
the rules of juſtice and judgment, prov. 3 1. Þ |: 
And Godly Timothy was Converſant in the N re 
ſaving knowledge of the ſcriptures from 4 R 
child, 2 Tim. 3. 15. This he derived from v 
the propitious Goodneſs, and from the un- It 
feigned Faith and Piety of his Grandmo- I ft 
ther Lois, and his Mother Eunice. In I fr 
theſe excellent Perſons we ſee, that their In 
Mothers laid the Ground-work of their ei 
future progreſs in Vertue and Religion. d. 
Gr. Nazianzen particularly acknowledged / 
his Improvement to the Piety of his Mo- 
ther. Monica never ceas d from Prayers 4 
and Tears before ſhe converted her famous t! 
Son Auguſtine ; and the devout Gorgonia is m 
no leſs tamous for her pious Endeavours to t} 
reclaim her Husband, and to plant in her] f. 
Children and Nephews a ſence of Religion I t 
Nay, ſo general was the Care of thoſe early p 
times, as that the Chriſtians could boaſt, », 
to the Reproach of the Heathens, That c 
Children and Girls, and the meaneſt Per. xy 
| * ſons among them were ſo inſtructed, and} o 
© brought ſo to live, as to adjuſt their Con- I. 
verlation to the hopes of a glorious Im- a; 
* mortality. Now from theſe Chriſtian Ma- U 

| Tron 
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1. trons, devour Women may learn, and ſee M. 
al- what they ought to do, and how great 4 
ers Blething they may expect upon their En- 
iy deavours in this Affair. 

in Moreover, When Children are fit to 
1. leave the Mother, if that care be not al- 
the ready anticipated, they ſhould learn to 
4 Read, that they may themſelves converſe 
om with God in his written Word. There 
an- they will receive his Commands as it were 
0. from his own Mouth; they will be frighted 
In from offending by reading his heavy De- 
elf F nunciations againſt Sin; and will be quick- 
ein en'd in their Chriſtian Warfare and Self- 
on. denial, by reflecting on the blefled weights = 
ed of glory reſerv'd to the faithful at the reſur- 
lo- rection of the Juſt. It was one of the great 
ers Apoltare Julians Devices, for ſnpprelling 
zus the Goſpel, to deprive the Chriſtians of all 
16 manner of Schools and Learning; upon 
WF this Score Chriſtian Parents were ſeverely 
er forbidden to inſtruct their Children: Now 
on. this was certainly one of the Tempters 
projects, who flood at his right hand and 
lt, I poſſeſs'd him, that if he could again over- 
nat cloud us in Darkneſs and Ignorance, he 
er. might then at his pleaſure ſeduce us out of 
nd our way, and bring us back to. the Pagan 
on. Idolatry. Seeing Ignorance has fo diſmal 
man Aſpect, How ſeriouſly ſhould we take 
la this Caution, to keep our Eyes open, and 
L T, 3 to 


to propagate ſacred Knowledge, even ſo fat I th 
to the meaneſt, as that they may read the I ©! 
good word of God, which is able to mate them 8 
wiſe unto ſaluation: tor it is not Tgnorance 80 
and Superitition, - but ſaving Knowledge, 
and the real Benefit of Souls, that is (God || ti 
be praisd ) the avow'd Intereſt ot our I ? 
Church: Therefore the Bible, the Parent I b. 
of our Salvation, is put into our Mother- 15 
tongue, that every one may at his pleaſure Ile 
ſee the Conditions of eternal Life, and ſatis. Ih. 
fy his Soul with fweet Streams of living H 
Water. However, fince there may be ſome || fh 
of ſuch calamitous Circumſtances, as can 18 
neither teach, nor pay for the Inſtruction tl 
of their little Ones, ſuch Objects challenge 1 
the Charity of their Land-Lords, Miniſtry, ft. 
or more powerful Neighbours, to encourage I. 
them: And why ſhonld not a generous Soul 1 
be as free and hearty in promoting Piety, I 
as the Children of this World are in pro- 147 
ſecuting their Pleaſures ; or why ſhould it Ir 
not be ih ght better worth our Exnences, D 
| to allow ſomewhat to train up Children to tl 
|. ferve God, as ſo much to bring up Hawks, 
Spauiels, and other Creatures of Diverſion, ol 
to pleale our Luſts? Certainly the Day 
will come, when every Man muſt account th 
for the uſe of his Wealth, then the few 
Mites he has b:{tow'd to pious Uſes, will ly 
be a ſubitautial Comfort to him; and = L 
the 
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the Treaſures expended; in Vanities, will 
create a preſſing Sorrow and Remorſe, ſuch 
as will {ink him down as an unprofitable 
Servant to the nethermoſt Hell. 
After we have done our beſt to ground 
them, and to diſpoſe and qualify them for 
a further Progreſs in Religion, we ſhould 
bring them to be publickly Catechis d: It 
is not enough to tell them they aught to 
learn, and to do well, but you ought to 
hear and examine their Catechiſms at 
Home, and at the times appointed you 
ſhould preſent them to your Miniſter, and 
give him what Countenance you can over 
them, chat they may be duly prepar'd for 
Confirmation, A ſacred and primitive In- 
ſtitution roo much neglected of all- Hands. 
When they are advanc'd thus far, and 
in ſome Power of ſerious Reflection, often 
mind them of their Condition, that they 
are in a laps'd State, fallen from primitive 
Innocence, that their Souls are in great 
Dangers, and that chere are no Hopes left of 
their being happy again, but by cleanſing 
their ways, and keeping the Commandments 
of God. To this end, firſt, Awaken their 
Faith, and inculcate the Creed to them, that 
they are to believe in the ſupream Being, 
that created the World by his Power, and 
ſuſtains it by his Providence; In the Son of his 
Love, that humbled himſelf to Die for poor 
L 4 Sin- 


— 
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Sinners; And in the holy Spirit, that by the 
ſpweet Influences of his Grace, reſtrains us 

from Evil, and forwards us in the way to 

everlaſting Peace; and that they are to 
believe and obey the whole Will of God 
} revealed in his holy Scriptures. Again, 
Z Warn them that God is the only true Ob- 
ject of Adoration, and that they are to fre- 
quent His publick Worſhip upon all ſolemn þ 
Days; Mind them always to Pray unto him 
at Morning and Evening, to crave his Blel- 
ſing before, and render Thanks after their 
Meat; to Praiſe htm upon all Occaſions; to FE 
Reverence Him, his Word, his holy Name, Fdic 
and every thing that has a Relation to him. pu 
In the next place enforce upon them the pat 
Golden Rale, Of ding to others, as in their Fit 
Condition, he themſelves would be done (nd 
unto, and whenever they tranſgreſs, hedge iv 
them in by this Law; ask them if they be 
could be content, that another ſhould injure te 
them by ſtealing what they have, or that pan 
they ſhould beat, bely, ſlander, backbite, bei 
or abuſe them? and from their unwalling- Y'ey 
nefs to receive ſuch Treatment themſelves, N 
ſhew them the Injuſtice of doing fo to he. 
others; by this you may frame them to be Þity 
honeſt, meek, humble, charitable and pa- Nit) 
tient under all Diſpenſations of Providence. ſſcco 
But of this further under the Regulations Fr l. 
of Manners, oy 3 
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Secondly, For as much as we have Bo- 


lies as well as Souls to look after, Youth 
ſhould be taught ſome Occupation or Em- 
ployment, as well to {ſupport themlelves, 
s to be uſeful to the Society or Country 
they are in: And if the Wealthy are under 
no neceſſity of gainiul Vocations, they 
ſhould therefore ply themſelves the more 


arneſtly to the liberal Sciences, and en- 


ich themſclves with Knowledge to adorn 


heir Stations: For, Learning will ſeaſon 
Profperity, eale Misfortunes, reſtrain the 
Extravagancies of Youth, ſolace the Te- 
doufnels of Age, at home, abroad, in 
publick, in private, in ſolitude, in com- 
pany, at our leiſure, and in our buſineſs, 
it will be ſtill attending and aſſiſting us. 
ind how much more noble and divine 2 
Nwerfion 1s Philoſophy and Reading, than 
he ſervile brutiſh Practices, that ſo many 


re forced to condeſcend to, purely for 


rant of Buſineſs, ot Knowledge to ſpend 
heir time better; yet, In their wickedneſs 
bey are haughty and diſdainful, and for want 
nurture they ſlam the nobility of their 
ents, Ecclus. 22. 10. But the malig- 
ty of Cuſtom hath fo entail'd this Cala, 
ity upon us, as that Zauſmeſs or Employ is 
ecome the current Character of Lowneſs 
r Indigence. Whereas if it be truly con- 
cder'd, the Ignominy is in Juſtice revers'd 
| upon 
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upon thoſe that live without Employhf 
For /zleneſs thwarts the Decrees of-Proviihii 
_ dence, that Man ſhould Ger his Bread  ; 
fruſtrates the Intentions of Nature, thafſ: 
never deſign'd Hands and Members for nos 
thing but to miniſter to Luſt and Pleaſure f 
diſgraceth Humanity, that Men of all th&h- 
Creation (the Devils themſelves not ext 
cepted) ſhould be the moſt ſedentary anq it 
flothtul; injures and abules the — NC 
the Poor, that we ſhould revel upon thÞod 
Sweat of their Labours, and glut in ſpendhan 
ing what ſome are forced to qtarve in profind, 
curing. Finally, It is an Infamy to goodttic 
Government, for * Nature never ſent us iniqhot 
, * Neque enim 4 uteri the Wor Id to mind ] fob 
hd „ 0 jon Fat efs dleneſs and Sports; bufſhei; 
wideamur, ſed ad ſeveri-. to think of ſerious Bulife w. 
tatem potius ly quæ dam iu ; | 
did graviora, c. ic Off. neſſes and weighty Con ba 
gets ut . ff f. fe. cerns, and if any O 

cudum genere, Wc. d alters this deſign, au 
is immoderate in his Pleaſures, he is tot 
accounted more a Beaſt than a Man. Bu 
not to recollect the Sentiments of the ande 
cient Heathens in this Affair, there is Fhooc 
People whom we mightily deſpiſe, the ſoſpbon 
tiſh Tarks, that will exempt no Orders froſhvin 
applying themſelves to ſome Science or Pia lat: 
feſſion, if not for profit, yet for exereiſſorc e 
ſake. Tis true their illiberal and meniſith t 
Imploys are indeed much beneath Perlon}:ds | 
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Birth and Ingenuity : Yerl think while 
here is Buſineſs not unworthy of them, it 
s pity the beſt Parts and Qualities ſhould 
t uſeleſs and idle, for with what Advan- 
ge might Perſons of the beſt Ahilities 
ume Functions among us? How might 
ny ſet off Juſtice and judgment. in there 
ative Luſtre, by acting above the little 
nales of Rewards? How might they dig- 
ify themſelves and advance the Honor of 
od, by reſcuing the facred Office from 
nany low and unworthy Proſtitutions? Fot 
nder ſuch Patriots depending upon Foun- 
ations of their own, whole Integrity is 
ot ſo liable to be beſet and expos d; 'tis 
robable Religion and Law might recover 
buEheir Station, keep their Standard, and not 

w reſted to and' fro to ſerve the Purpoſes 
| baſe and wicked Men. * £30 
As Perſons of Capacity ſhould to this end 
liberally Educated, to raiſe them above 
e Imputations of Ignorance, Uſel-ſnefs 
d Vice: -So- Inferiors are obliged to a 
ade or Occupation, for an honeſt Live- 
15 Hood; the Defects of this will put them 
> ſoſſpon indirect Practices, or bring them as 
frogꝛving Gueſts to hang on their F. endraud 
Prof lations, than which there 1s ſcarce 2 
relore grating and ignominious Life; and ſo 
enWh the Preacher, The life of bim that de. 
fog on anotber man's table is not tobe ab. 

| | counted 
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counted for life, Ecclus. o. 28. Hence h 


gives his Advice: My ſon lead not a beggar" | 


life, for it is better to die than to beg; ell 
where, Hate not labor ious work, neitbe 
busbanary, which the moſt high hath ordam'd 
or the poor man wilt be honoured for his 4% 
&s the rich man for his riches. 
But in fitting out of Youth for Buli 
neſs we ſhould ſeriouſly weigh theſe thre” 


Things: Farſt, Their Diſpolition and n 
tural Capacities, Jeſt we ſet them to thalf 


which is either too difficult, or diſagree 
ble to their Nature, for there is an Aptirud* 
in moſt Tempers ſo ſuiting with ſome pai 
ticular Employments, that Nature will a 


moſt teach the Trade without a MalteW*' 


Secondly, We muſt think of ſuch Occup: 
tions for which we can afford them a Stoc 
to manage, otherwiſe the Deſign is marr( 
the Young Man's Time, Labour and Mone 
are loſt, and he has ſerv'd an Apprenticeſh 
to nothing. Thirdly, Since we are to 
always jcalous over their Souls, ſuch Calf 
ings ſhould be thought of as will leaſt eq" 
tangle them in Vice and Wickedneſs. Fe 
there is really a Myſtery of Iniquity inte 
woven in the common Way of managin 
ſome Employments, and a Man mull | 
very forward in his Way to Hell before 
is a noted Proficient in his Buſineſs. Thelf 
are they againſt whom Woes are _— de 


— 


or calling evil good and good evil, for pre- 
,:ricating in Judgment, for ';zuftifping the 
bed for a reward, and taking away the 
whreouſneſs of the righteous from him. To 
ervert a quit, or to juſtify an ill Cauſe was 
leem'd by the #omans lo great a Villany 
ays Cellius) and fo black an Impiety, that 
ather than run the Guilt of it, a Child 
as to diſobey the uncontrovlable Com- 
ands of his Father. And thus “Cicero 
lis his Son, That to abuſe Eloquence 
eehad good Parts, to defend Vice, and to im- 
each Vartue, was a molt nefarious Wicked. 
es. Neither is there „eiu injuftitic nue 


5 TIT | capitalior e quam corum 
a Injuſtice (as he ob. copiratior of quam rerun 


{te erves) lo grievous and id tamen agunt ut vir bond - 


pital as the Practice . arent ce Of. 


bought upright, becauſe they can war» 
ant their Impieties by Law; and what 
an be more hainous, than to make a Trade 
, and live upon Contentions. A man that 


efÞufortunate Employment with the Devil 
Fimſelf; for it is the Buſineſs both of the 
nteFÞn© and the other to wander to and from 
gi be earth ſeekeng whom they may devour. 
ſt hey make it their joynt Intereſt to dif- 
e iet the World in promoting Diſcord; 
chend this they are unhappily forc'd upon, 
unc being both of the ſame curſed Circum- 

f pee © ſtances, 
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this ſort of People, who would fain be 


js thus devoted, ſeems to be of the ſame © 
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ſtances, that their Happineſs ariſes fro: 
other Mens Ruins. Further, they agre@;i: 
in the execrable Conf! 1racy of ſeducingfl BU 
Men to Wickedneſs, that they may appeaſepe 
as Devils to accuſe them. In ſhort, th&;n; 
ordinary Practices of thoſe, who molelſlers 
their Neighbours by traficking upon th eee 
abuſe of the Laws, have a diſmal Aſpect Mou 
carrying a Man to Hell, and Satan himſelſſuge 
can do no more. Again, pe 
Syracides notes of the Buſineſs of Conſſego 
merce, that as 4 na% ticks faſt hetueen iI 
Joynings of a ſloue, ſo ſm ſticketh cloſe bet weeſShirt 
buying and ſelling, Eccl.27. And the Reaſon i rf 
this, Covetoutnels commonly inſpires theqhlun, 
with Diſlimulation, Lying, and other find) 
Artifices of Impoſing and Over-reachanglir; 
And hence he adds, A merchant ſhall hard te ſc 
keep himſelf from dbing wrong aud a huckſiefGe(]; 
ſhall not be free from ſin. Implying, thalficfe 
they are ſo poweriully belet with Tempra Fj 
tions of unjuſt Gain, as that they ſhall hardl&{tr; 
eſcape innocent. But as ſome Occupationſſhſi} 
are more open: and liable to Miſcarriaghit j 
than others, ſo there are none that are nora! 
often complicated w. Snares, and in the waſfly; b 
of Temptations. Therefore as a wile Parenf:t (} 

| ſhould make choice of ſuch Bulineſſes fofferaſi 
them as are leait expos d to Sin, ſo he ſhouISnge 
labour to make them diligent, honeſt auſhem 


figcere in che Proſecuuon of them,; torhiſhcap 


th 


Ebuſbold Governors. 159 
the beſt and the only true Method of 


hriving- SY ; LOR 
But, 3, the Parents Succeſs in doing this, 
epends very much upon his Indultry in 
orming their Manners rightly: By Man- 
ers I don't mean Modes of Geſture and 
eciſeneſs, whereof no more ſhould be 
bought, than what may render their Car- | 
age decent, and ther Addreſſes humble and | 
pectful; out that which I urge is, ſuch a 1 
ulation of their Words and Actions, as „ 
11] be ſpeak them to be morally good and 1. 
ituous, and ſince Virtue conſiſts in a right = 
ertormance of the Offices due to God and | 
denen, a Religious Inſtitution which was al- F| 
t:dy ſpoken to, doth comprehend the Mo- 
Wlity they ſhould learn: However, there 
e (ome Cautions, which for a firmer Im- 
rellion, may deſerve our more particular 
eflection. As, Ad | 
Y Firſt, Thar Children ſhould not be only 
ſtrain'd from ill Examples, but as much ag 
Wll1ble from hearing or reading any ching | 
it is looſe or vicious: For, Evil commus- 
ations, however they are convey'd, do cors 
% both good manners, and good Principles. 
Jet them be allo wean'd from Flatterers and 
araſites, which are Creatures that are moſt 
inge rous and fit for nothing, but to make 
aaſem proud and ſtubborn, Qualities very 
tages pable of Inſtruction or W 0 
Their 


yy 
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Their Paſſions are to be prudently ſway Nuit 
and govern'd, never countenance or main{{en 
tain any thing that leoks like Pride, ang 
be ſure ſeverely to rebuke and correct ae 
Emotions of Rage and Churliſhneſs : Foo 
where this ſour Humour takes root, their! 
Carriage will be 1ntolerable , they wil ea. 
thwart Authority, depiſe their Bertersthi: 
inſult over their Equals, and trample uporſzad 
their Interiors; and when they are of thiYdi|; 
Temper, tho' they find ſome to ſpeak thenfWHe: 
fair, they will never find any to love them. 
To give a Child the liberty, either ofiiati 
affronting others, or of being warm to reſſite: 
venge an Affront receiv'd, is a Deviliſh Inſet: 
dulgence; his Mother it may be ſmiles achat 
it, as an Indication of Manhood; and ent 
tan, in all Probability, can't be leſs pleas fei 
becauſe it is a promiling Sign of 1ncorriiiy 
gible Arrogance, Spleen and Malice: Morſſſznd 
tify therefore and ſubdue theſe violenfthec 
| Heats before they grow cuſtomary, teacliſine1 
them that to paſs by Affronts is the onlyÞ}eve 
profitable Revenge, and that te forgive onFrilti 
another our Treſpaſſes is the ConditiooÞnd 
whereupon we are to expect Forgrvenelnjc 
from above. peric 
Again, A querulous repining Humour iir 
no leſs pernicious; for by often frettingÞnte: 
and corroding they will beget a habit of Ia D 
patience, and oyer-clond their Conſtitution} W 
ef LY: 
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Y Jiich Melancholly: It were therefore Pru- 
anfflicace: ſometimes to exerciſe their Patie 
an thwarting their molt, eager Deſires, 
thereby to inure them to Selt-denials, and 
o give them ſome” Fore-talts/ of the Do. 
trine of the Croſs, that they may betimes 
earn the liczleneſ and inſignificancy of 
this World, and the wiſdom ot —— 
ind reſigning themſelves to the Willrand 
Diſpoſal of their N Which is in 
Heaven. „ nch 
At the ſave: time yoo correct their, 11. 
ntare, endeavour to reſine it; by making 
em modeſt, quiet, affable, calm and in- 
otenſive in all their ways. Let them know, 
mat they are not only to love their Pa- 
rents, but to honour! them, and to obey 
melir Commands, as the greateſt Autho- 
ity under God. Teach them to reverence 
nd obey their Teachers, and never let 
em to be petulant and cenſoriors upon 
err Conduct; for their Directions will 
derer, be receiv'd with regard, and {nb+ 
million, any longer than there is Honour 
Id Reſpect to their Perſons and Worth. 
Enjoin them to pay a Deference to their Su- 
periors in Age or Quality; to be kind and 
bring to their Equals, obliging to their 
Inferiors, and tender _ merciful to all 
Diſtrets: 13 
When they are fit for Adio * FR 
M zerous 
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erous it is they ſhould be lazy or ſlothfu 
already appear d, That it is an Inte 
duction to Debauchery and Poverty; chert 
fore mind them of the wiſe Man's Leffon 


that if they gather not in pouth, it will be 


difficult to ſupport the decays of age. 


Acquaint them berimes, that to Steal ot 
— not their 

own, is a very provoking: and, damnable 
Sin. When they Deal or Bargain, charge 


take away unjuſtly that 


them to be cxactly honeſt and true; tha 
they muſt not lye or impoſe for ever ſ 


much Gain: And that they may not be 


fraudulent in things that ate ſcrious, cheat 


ing Tricks in Diverſion and Play ſhould be 


utterly forbidden. 


Never encourage them to be Crafty ot 


Gunning, for this will of courſe grow inte 
Perſidiouſneſs and Treachery, and furni 
them with Tricks to advance themſelves 
un juſtly, and to cacroach upon their Neagh 
bours but let them know, it is more cht 
Honour of a Chriſtian to be deceiv'd, thai 
to deceive; that the Knave is certain 
the worſt of Fools, and that tho' plain 
dealing Simplicity may ' ſometimes; fail o 


railing them as faſt as others in this WorldFi 


yet it will make amends in che other, ant 
there every one will freely acknowledge 
that it was far more excellent to be ga- 
than great. 10 1. A: | 
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will As. to their. Speech they ſhould learn 
oY Silence, before their - Elders and Betterb; 
eat no leud or ohlcene Diſconrſes ſhould 
nM proceed out of their Mouths ſuffer them 
bY not to ſpeak evil of the Rulers of the People, 
that is of eithet Magiſtrates or Miniſters; 
mind them that Lying is a diſingennous 
ouality, and that to Backbite or carry Sto- 
Nucs, or to Slander any one, are the Arxtifices 
ef the Temprer, to create Feuds and Diſ- 
haYcord. * To revile good .vien (lays L Faves) 
ſchis impious, ill Men is cruel, our Acquam- 
dance is unnatural, Strangers is madneſs, 
and finally, to detract any Man is inhu- 
F' mane; and if it be ſo. ſinſul and baſe to 
ule Men, how much deeper is the Guile 
of blaſpheming God, by Curſiag and pro- 
dane Swearing. Inculcate theſe, and the 
ike Inſtitutions that {hall occur; and to 
Jenclude, whatever ill Qualities they are 
ainted with, ſtrive. to maſter and ſubdue 
em, and in their ſtead to lay à laſting 
Foundation of unfeigned Holineſs. 
In purſuing this mighty Work, you 
mult apply your ſelf as a Child's Capacity, 
Nature, and Diſpoſition requires; ſome- 
imes kind Exhortations and the Autho- 
ity of your Example may work upon 
hem, when this is inſufficient let Correcti- 
con take place, and Cauſe them oft to feel the 
iathat you may have joy of them in the end. 
As M 2 for- 
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for it is too often fatally experienc d bat / 
vb ſpares his rod ſpoils his ſon: So that 
is a very Helliſh Affection in ſome Parent; 
not to puniſh their ill-doings, as it is a mol 
unnatural Auſterity in others not to 25 
plaud and encourage their Well. doing. 
All this mult be attended with our peti 
tions to God for his Bleſſings upon ou 
Endeavours, for after all our Pains v. 
cannot give them Grace, this comes fro 
above, and we muſt ſue for it to the Fathe 
of Mercies, praying as faithful Abrahar 
did, Oh that [ſhmael may live in thy fight 
Oh that it may pleaſe thee to ſanctify ou 
Children in every good Work unto'th 
ſelf! If we ſincerely attend to all the 
things," thro' Gods Afliſtance, we need ne 
queſtion oùr ſucceſs, it being next to 1mpol 
ble (as S Ambroſe ſaid) that the Sons of co 
ſtant good Endeavours, faithful Prayers 3 
Tears ſhould miſcarry; at leaſt,” we ſh; 
triumph iu the Satisfaction of having do 
our Part, which is all that is required 
us, the Iſſue we mult leave to his neve 
failipg Goodneſs, that never ſuffers any 
be confounded, that put their truſt in Hin 
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lf # Howſe-keeper's Care over Sojourners 
and Servants. + e ITY 


I. 


* — 


THE next Relation is between the 
Houſholder, and His - fojourmng 
Friends and Acquaintance: I need not en- 
urge upon this Head, for their Diſeretion, 
nd his Example and Authority in his own 
Houſe, will engage their Conformity to 
me Sabriety, and the Orders of the Place 
they. are in; ocherwiſe, as their Abode is 
precarious, hir Shame or 4s ;Unealineſs 
vill fend them going, and find him a ſpeedy 
Deliverance: T come therefore, in the lafk 
Place, to ſnew the Maſter's Duty of being 
blicitous for the ſpiritual Welfare ot 
nis Servants: I know ſome will think 
hemſelves oblig'd for no more but Cove- 
anted Wages unto Hirelings, and; ſome- 
mes tis a. Kindneſs: if they have that: 
Tis true the Maſter's Authority oven them 
ccording to Ariſtotle is Tyrannmitaly! and 
hey are to be treated with no Diſeourſes, 
ut Commands, by Nlatos Laws; for in 
policy they thought ſuch Severities proper 
aough for Slaves. But Moſes and; the Pro- 
nets, by whom: we;are more divinely in- 
M 3 form'd, 
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form d, have allow'd them better Uſige 
and a higher Reſpett, that ve are to Ick th 
upon them (tho' ſuhjected to ſerve us) as! 
our Brethren that participate of the ſawe en 
Nature, that are moulded of the fam Ti 
Earth, redeem'd with the fame precious tn 
Blood, and as nigh related to the King of wi 
Glory ag we are: Hence the Houſe:kee 
has the Servant and the ſtranger within ks 
Gates joyn'd in the fame ſpiritual Charge 14 
together with his own Children, and cer. 
tainly he is as reſponſible for their Miſcat. lo 
riage if it be by his Default, as if they were La 
his own; and we find the Royal Prophet. 
Was ſo 5 77 ſenſible of this, as e be 7e. he 
ſolv'd; that no wicked perſon ſhould dwell 
with immun that ſuch a one as Teller 
fhould not. tarry in bis ſhit : Herein he 
ſhew'd the Prudence of a wife Ruler by 
diſtinguiſhing Men of Probity, and making th: 
choice of ſueh only to attend upon him 
Bur again ſhould not Chriſtian Charny 
enliven us to further the Salvation of tho 
tor whom the Son of God was pleas'd to 
die? Did Chriſt ſhed his Blood for them, 
and ſhall we think ir beneath us to bellow 
the pains to teach them? And then ſute it 
were but a proper Return to our Maker, 
fince he has given them to ſerve us, that we ; 
Mould ſtrive to make them ſerve him. Hefe 
partal «nd ſelfiſn is it, ſo eagerly to 1 
them 


FHhuuſboll.Sanernuurs. 167 
ve em wich gur ſecular Aﬀairs, and to let 


ok them be altogether forgetful of Cod and 


a: Fiber Souls? Or when we are fo mightily 
mel cnrag'd at che neglect of an Exrand, or a 
mel Trifle, How unbecomang is it to ſee us at 
us he lame time heedleſs and unconcern'd', 
ofwhen they don't only neglect, but abuſe 
erlmeir God? Alas l this is an unanſwerable 
Argument of the little or no Reſpect we 
rge have for our Maker and Redeemer, that 
eve can ſuffer thoſe, whom we may reſtrain 
. * openly and ſhameleſly, to trangreſs his 
Wool. oa 1 lee 

"et I need not reiterate. the Duties they 
ve. bould learn, for being all of us Creatures 
en! the one Almighty Power, we are oblig d 
A one Worſhip, and whether Bond or Free 
hell ve mult contend for the ſame Heaven, by 
by Le fecting bolineſs in the fear of Cod. So 
inp ate they are priviledg d to the ſame reli: 
im. sious Inſtructions wick your Children, and 
a they are your Apprentices the Truſt re- 
| pos d in you; their Youth, & their more con- 

col tant Services, ſhould: engage you by ſo much 
the more to tender their Intereſt: Further, 


1 


tov vou ſhould remember to treat them as 
e i Cod's Children, with a Chriſtian Reſpect 
ber lind Kindneſs, as remembring that we all 
wel have a Maſter in Heaven, who is no Re- 
Tow ſpecter of Perſons, who does not regard us 
ond lor our Riches or Quality, and will give no 
hem M 4 Di- 


Diſtinction to the greateſt Monareh, above. yo 
the: pooreſt of bis Slaves, beyond what his th: 
Goodneſs can challenge; theretore treat thi 
them with that Meekneſs due to Bre. cal 
thren. Beſides, intemperate Rage andi io 
Paſſion upon (ighr Omiflions will weaken wi 
and diminiſh your Authority; hence the vo 
Preacher, Be not ama lion in thy houſe, mur f to 
fantict among thy | Servants ov tatherly] to: 
Carriage, that backs his Commands whhf | 
Reaſon; is much more prevailing than this an 
vaſh Aulteriry, the one will be choughtY va 
the Effects of our, good Intention «une Sex 
other ot ill Nature. eo 
It. is not Intereſt nor Prudence: to over. I nu 
charge them with; what is either too diff. Sin 
cult or unneceſſary; for beſides that this] bu! 
Unreaſonableneſs- will de a Handle for wa 
them to abuſe your good Inltruxtions, it 
will make them ſullen and malicious, and 
when they find Riom, to pig you more 
Harm than Goodii u 
Again, You: ſhould not "th frormfull? to- 
wards: them, but condeſcending to all good 
Offices,' that yon may ſhew your' Readineſs 
to do their Souls good, yet you ſhould carey ber 
fully keep your ſelf above that Fondneſq and 
and mean Familiarity, that provokes Arr our 
8 gun and Contempt. it 
When you reprove and puniſh, let it b ma; 
poo good Grounds, and let it ſcem, tha a ( 


you 


ve jou are not ſorward, but fore id to it, and 
his chat it is your Torment as well as theirs; 
ent therefore never correct with Paſſion but 
re. N calmly, nor exceſſively but with due regard 
ind io their Crime, nor with Railery, but 
en] wich Meeknets and good Con and when 
be your Correction is over, adviie them to go 
mr io Prayers; that God: "me give em Grace 
ry tor to offend no more. 57491 ala 
unf Lou will find theſe Paik of Reforniing 
his and Reproving them abundantly counter- 
ht vad, as well by the Faitchfulneſs of their 
che Services) as the inward! Satisfaction of 
I doing. your Duty: For being religiouſly 
er. nuctur'd they will do their Bulſineſs with 
th. finglotefwadd Heart, not for Eye-ſervice 
his but for Conſcience Sake. The great Re- 
warder of Goodnels will alſo proſper the 
Labours of faithfubbervants. What Ad- 
vantages did Jacob bring to Laban in the 
Increaſe of his Flocks ® And ho great a 
Bleſſing was Foſeph's Virtut and Fidelity 
to Potiphar and Pharaoh? And who can tell 
what Heavenly Rewards may befal us, if 
with them we furniſh; our ſelves watls the 
ber vice and Miniſtty ot thoſe that are pious 
and honeſt? However after we have try d 
our utmoſt, when they prove incotrigible 
it is dur Duty (how uſeful ſocver they 
ba may be) to diſmiſs chem, left! they bring 


of 
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of the Houſhold. I have now finiſhd Ihe 
the Diſcourſe I intended, to which I add F ter 
my humbleſt Prayers to the Ruler of Hearts I th: 
for his efficacious Bleſſing upon it: For, Ira 
it is not, Jam fare, in the Power of Lan he 

uage or Reaſoning (tho' it were infinitely I vi 
— what is here offer d) homely to at NM. 
fect the Obdurate and Headſtrong, without I he. 
the ſecret Workings of the Divine Spirit, Yi | 
which therefore we muſt faithfully pray 20 
for and co-operate-with : And that we may irc 
be the more ſerious and thought ful upon it, I diſ 
Iowilb conclude the Whole wich ſome Re. c01 
flections, wherein the Head of a Family may Nag 
partly view the Conſequences of Miſcar- I in 
riage and ill Conduct in his Charge. Di 
i 1: 614 2:2 Mini gd I; mp; 
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T.F OW: abandon'd and undone is a Fa. to 
II mily,” when condemn'd to a profil F on; 
ate Ruler? How: Sick are chey with the Th 

houghts of that Ruin, that muſt be the 
Iſſue of his Exceſſes? With what: Fealou- 
ſies do they often dread the Deciſions of 
Law ot-Fultice againſt him ? And how feat. 
ful and'diforderid':are they at the ory to 
40 en. 
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had henſions of the Miſchiefs, that in his in- 
ad tempe rate Fits he may do to them or o- 
rts chers? Sometimes he is ourrageous and 
or, E raving, quarreling and fighting with all 
ans he mce:'s ; and ſometimes he is ſo overcome 
ely Y with Intemperance, that he is a perfect 
ak Mute, and ſenſleſs Nuſance: alas! How 
ut ¶ heavy and uncomfortable living is it in fuch 
it, 1 Houſe as this? But as he is a Brand and 
ay: Curſe to them; ſo they alſo, by his 3 
ay are fo many curſed Furies to Wrack 

It, diſquiet him: For thus his Lewdneſs en- 
e courageth his Wife, to cancel her Marri- 
ay ige Obligations, to be diſhoneſt to his Bed, 
ar- ¶ and falſe to his Buſineſs. His omiſſion ot 
I iſcipline engages his Children in wicked 
Devices, and makes them undutiful, ex- 
rravagant, and ready to depri ve him of his 
Poſſeſſions, and perhaps of his Life alſo; 
Ind the neglect of making his Servants ſen- 
ble of their Duty to God and Man, and 
particularly of being honeſt and conſeien- 
I ous in his Buſineſs, doth encourage them 
Fa. I to loiter their Time, to waſte his Proviſi- 
fi- ons, and to abuſe and ſteal his Goods. 
be Theſe are the Sorrows: that will con, 
he tantly attend us while we harbour the 
ou. Wicked ; ſome evil, ſhame; loſſes, or diſ- 
off zppointment continually haunt us. Here 
ar. is an Adulterous Qfeſſalina proſtituted 
re: to all Uncleanneſs. There is Malicious 
en. | T hebe 


 Thebe Poiſoning her jealous Musband. Here 
is Bloody Herod or Medea Maſſacring their 
own Children. There is the Monſter Vers 
heſmear'd in the Blood of his Mother, and 
Rebellious Abſo/om conſpiring againſt his 
Father. Here is raving Mytbridates de. 
ſtroying his whole Houſhold. And there 
Artaxerxes's ambitious Generation agree 
to rob their Father, both of his Life and 
Inheritance; Here envious Cain, Abimi. 
lech and Joram, villainouſly Butcher their 
Brethren; and there wicked Cleopatra per. 
ſecutes her Mother, and wandring Dinab 
expoſes her ſelf to the uncircumeiſed Sp 
cbemites. Here is Tryphon' undermining 
his Maſter, and there is ola and Cyneas 
for a Bribe ready to Poiſon, or Betray him. 
Tis true, the good and holy are not al. 
ways Priviledg'd againſt corrupt and rotten 
Branches: For there may be a Reprobate 
Eſau, an Undutiful Abſolom, an Inceſtuous 
Adonijah in the beſt Families, and a Tray- 
torous Judas in the beſt Diſcipleſhip. But 
as theſe were permitted, either to fulfil the 
Decrees of Heaven, or to viſit for {ome 

rticular Sins: So in Houſes where there 
is due care taken, Inſtances; of this nature 
are rare and unuſual. Whereas if we look 
into the Dwellings of the Ungodly, there 


is nothing more common. 


Here is one heavily accuſing the Rebel 
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lion, and ſhameful Extravagancies of his 
te children; and then the undone Children as 
jultly complain, that their Confuſion was 
owing to his impious way of Education. 
There is another inveighing againſt the 
Y -alſhood of his Servants, and they as boldly 
recriminate, they could learn no better by 
his Impiety and Injuſtice: And thus in 
0 their daily and ordinary Carriage, we ſhall 
"MY hear lome curſing and ſwearing, ſee others 
cheating and ſtealing, and others railing 
at and abuſing their Parents and Maſters. 
3 And from hence we ſee, how a Man's Im- 
„ biety is a Plague to his temporal Peace and 
JJ lnterclt : Whereas, if he ſets himſelf to 
"> ſerve the Lord, and awakens a Conſcience 
0 in his Relatives, he has all the moral Pro- 
1 bability in the world, that his Houſhold 
will be as a Chaxch of pious Chriſtians, 
among whom he will be both reverently 
obe y'd, and honeſtly ſerv'd; all things will 
be orderly ſedate and quiet, he will hardly 
know the Miſery of idle falſe Servants, of 
be Ia vexatious contentious Wife, nor of exe- 
crable diſobedient Children, that laviſh 
what he provides, that forſake him in want, 
or that follow wicked eourſes, that may 
ok | bring chem to temporal Shame and Puniſſr- 
ments, to his regret and confuſſon: For 
how ſad and deplorable is it, to hear them 
in going to Priſon or the Gallows, * 
their 
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their Parents pernicious Fondneſs, or alli cou 


Example, as the occaſion of their De Per. 
Example; | 


truttion. ' > -. {1636 ad 
But let us carry on the Meditation:toflfou 
another World; for our Conſciences mayfſbur 
without Enthuſiaſm, well form a Schemeſind: 
of. the dreadful Accounts, that will be exfllrac 
ated for theſe Neglects. In the terribkfpc: 
Day, when the Lord ſhall Judge the Earthdo a 
and all the Generations of the World areWilte 
Arraign'd before him, in what a tremblingflihor 
Conſternation, among the blackeſt Sinners wilt 
will ungodly Governours then appear;Blihe: 
for they mult anſwer, not. only for theirfplai 
own, but for the Sins and Vices of whole get 


Multitudes, all the Impieties they tolerate Ala: 


or encourage will be charg'd upon them: Icon 
Therefore contemplate thy ſelf, and allthar 


thy Family ſtanding before the Judgment-Fz t 


ſeat of Chriſt ; here thy Conſcience is laid ble 
open, the Books are open'd, and thy im. for 
partial Judge requires it of thee, How halt Ylay1 
thou Behaved. thy ſelf, and how haſt thou kde 


 Govern'd thy Houſe? Oh! how fearful will tem 


it be in that Day, to hear Satan appeal to erer 
thine own Houſhold, to 1mpeach againſt mig 
thee ? and how will it exaggerate thy ſhame Hax 
and. confuſion, to find thy. former Friends Iny 
ly; in thy Face, and rehearting all thy Hand 
Wickedneſs in the preſence of the World? Iny 
Thy Wiſe upbraiding thee far thy ungodly cha. 
173441 | " Counfl 
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Counſels, and: thy damnable Children and 


nd Vears there were no Prayers in thy 
tolHouſe ;. that God was never call'd upon, 
but when he was Blaſphemed by $ 
ind Execrations; that they were never in. 
[rated in divine Knowledge, never call'd 
upon to holy Ordinances, but permitted to 
do any thing, and to walk headlong as they 
relied! Poor miſerable Sinner, How wilt 
ugſchou be able to anſwer this Charge, or what 
is, rilt chou ſay to thy Accuſers, when in 
r zmeir Agonics they groan out theſe Com- 
ir plaints àgainſt hee, and charge agen and 
leFigen, their Damnation to thy Impiety? 
ite HAlas! what Words can expreſs, or Thoughts 
u: conceive, the Anguiſh or the Horrour of 
hat time? How will the Devils Triumpl 
Wat thy Calamity, and thy poor Soul trem- 
1d ble to hear the Lord expottulate with thee 
n. or the abuſe of his Mercies to this effect, 
ut aying, Have I endow'd thee with Know- 
ou lcdge, that thou ſhouldit dare me with Con. 
ill tempt? Have I made thee a Father of Chil. 
to eren, and a Maſter of Servants, chat .thoa 
Ut mighiſt fell them to work Wickedneſs? 
ne Have I ranſom'd theſe Souls ſo dearly with 
d my Blood, and could you ſo lightly forſake 
land abandon them to the power of the Ene- 
Iny? And havell bleſt thee with Proſperity, 
hat thy Abundance might make theean ill 

* | Ex- 


Servants complaining, that for many Days 


— 4 
N = 
» 2 ER 


4 
; 
q 


S — r = can rn TRE 
« W 
- 


. — p 
— -—o- wit. . Sn CARS BSD LILLE — 208 Terr er ts al wings 9s — — 8 N 
- ” * * * ON * \ FW: . * L _ * 
1 * 


thither; 


n / : , 7 | , - " 
— - 17 1 
1976 die DUTTof \ 


Example to corrupt them. And being thut 


charg d and convicted, with what a killing 


Fear and Deſpair muſt thou expect the dat 
mal Sentence of, Depart ye rurſea :: Whe 

with thy howling. Imps, thy: ungodly 
Houſhold, thou muit be j band and fot, 
to. he caſt intu everlaſiing burnings ; thus. wil 
he .pour out bis fury upin the heathen,” and 
the families that call not upon his nume- 

But conlider, laſtly, upon the unuttetable 


Miſeries to be expected in theſe Regions of 


Deſpair. "Tis ſaid of Dives, that he was 
ſolicitous that his Brethren ſhould not 
come to the ſame Torments with himfelt: 
But from whence proceeded this kind Wi 

in Hell? was it from his Compaſſion: ot 
Good- will? No, (for that is againſt the 
Nature of the damn'd) but becauſe he knew 


their Damnation would enhance bis Tor 


ments; for if the ſight of his: deareſt He- 
lations about him, could not torture him, 
by:a reflection, that he brought, them 
yet it muſt unavoidably encreaſe 
his Guilt, and conſequently his Shame 
and ſink him deeper in Miſery, and ade 
new. fuel to his Flames. Thus, if thot 
art a leading Sinner, thou muſt expect (be 


Aides: the laſehes of thy Conſcience, and 


inward gnawings of the Wormhutliat th 
Friends and Kins folk, that now follow thee 


in che Paths of Deſtruction, will then join 6 


wil 
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us with the Devils, hideoully to.accuſe, and 
Jl with che Furies to ſcourge and; toxment 
83 for the Miſchiefs thou. haſt. done 
them: And imagin in theſe Agonies, how 
thy Joſt Retinue will ſurround, theę with 
their Groans, and one by one eomplain of 
their unſpeakable Sufferings.. Oh 
y wretched Man (lays one) it was by thy 
Pride and Obſtinacy that I was bolſter d to 
be Prophane, it way my Compliance with 
thy Vices that excluded me from Heaven, 
and brought me to theſe uncomfortable 
chains of Darkneſs and Deſpair. Oh! 
curfed Parent (ſays another) what Benefir 
have I now from the Treaſures and the 
Riches thou haſt left me, can Ten thouſand 
Worlds ranſom me from theſe Flames? Oh! 
how infinitely more happy had I been, if 
ſetting aſide theſe tranſient Vanities, ou 
had taught me the Fear of God, and ſtudy d 
to have made me more Holy, than Rich; 
- more Good, than Great. Curſed be the 
ume (ſays a Third) that ever I knew thy 
"| Dwellings, there was I perverted, and it 
was thy Service that made me the Slave of 
Sin, Theſe are the grating direful Out- 
cries, that will for ever haunt thy guilty 
Conſcience, and it is not ſeriouſly in the 
power of Language to repreſent them. | 
. To conclude, May God grant us to fore- 
ſee theſe Calamities, and to prevent them 
N while 
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while we may; and may his Grace'extite 
us to acquit our ſelyes like Men, in ſettli 
Codlineſs in our Houſes, and ſchooling our 
Families in Heavenly Wiſdome: This ls 
the Way to eſtabliſh our Happinefs, and 
to inftre, in the Day of Retribution, 4 Rez 
ward of immortal Glory. How will a Man 
bleſs himſelf in that Day for every Oppor: 
tunity he took to ſerve E Cod ? How w1 
commend his Wiſdome, that was neither 
afraid; nor aſham'd to do his Duty; And 
how ſweet will the Remembrance be of 
the Care he took to inſtil Religion to his 
Children and Servants. Finally, Wich 
what raviſhing Tranſports of pleaſure will 
he be affected, when he can with Comfort 
preſent his Houſhold before the Judgment- 
ſeat, and ſay, as Chriſt of his Church, Lord, 
Behold me and the children thou haf given 
ane, Heb. 2. I 3. That he may receive the com. 
fortable Approbation of, Well done thou good 7 
and faithful ſervant, enter thou, and thy Fa. N 
mily, into the joy of thy Lord. Where "he 5 
chall (as they prais'd him by their Holinels 
upon Earth) ike an — Quire of Als " 
gels, ſing phases to the Lamb that fits on N ,, 
the Throne for eyermore. 4 
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N * Care for the Government of his Houſbold 


Of the Influence of a Governour Example. Of the 
vert uous Reſolution neceſſary to a good CGovernour. 
That Houſe-keepers ought to render their own Con- 
verſation exemplary, and te rule their Familie: 
HAP. II. That Governours aug hi to be eminently 
vertuous, evinc d from the Conſideration of their Su- 
periority, Age, Knowledge and Experience. Fm 
the Example of our Saviour. From God's Command 
in Script ure. From the T ruſt repos d in them h lhe 
Lam of Nature. From the Indecencies of \yictaus 
Rulers. From the Judgments that attend the Seea of 
the Wicked. From God's Mercies to the Poſteraty of 
the Upright. From the Examples of holy Alen, under 
the Lam, and the Gaſpel. From the Examples of wiſe | 
Heathens; and from the ſecular, as well as ſpiritual 
Advantages g ain d by the Care of good Houſe-heepers 2 
HAP. III. That Houſe- Keepers ſhould rule their 
Families in the Fear of Cod. 2 End they 
are accounted Kings and Prieſts in their own Hou- 
ſer. That they are to provide the Neceſſaries of 
Life, teach the Principles of Religion, and to be Ob. 

a if ſervant 
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